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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The following pages, which were not originally in- 
tended for publicatioD, having afforded gratification to 
many of the AuUior'i friends, and it being considered 
^at a fiunillar view of the West India Islands, and of 
the manners and customs prevailing in them, was a 
desideratum, he has been induced to lay before the 
public such particulars as fell within his own observa- 
tion ; and he trusts that his delineation of these trans- 
atlantic regions, and of the manners of th«T inhabitants, 
will not be found uninteresting. To have entered into 
scientific details of natural history would have &r ex- 
ceeded his limits ; and would, in fact, have been only 
a repotition of what is dready to be found in works 
professedly treating on those subjects : he has therefore 
confined his observations chiefly to living to{HC8. 



Digitized by Google 



Lui.l.,, ;,GOO,<jlC 



A VOYAGE 



WEST INDIES. 



A^TER 8 passage of six weeks across the Atlantic, about 
suD'Set, on tbe 14th of April 1807, a signal from the toiii'. 
tuodore announced the appearance of land a-head i and the 
island of Barbadoes was, at the same time, descried from the 
mast- head of our vessel, but at bo great a diKtance, that it couhi 
only be perceived, whilst the last rays of the setting sun illu- 
mined the western horizon. Atany other time, or in any other 
bearing, it would have been invisible. It is generally believed 
that this island, on actTount of its small elevation, cannot be seen 
at, the distance of more than twenty or five-and-twenty miles ; 
but this is an error ; as the distance we had to run, after making 
the land, was not less than tifty or sixty miles. The comm«>- 
dore made the signal to heave-to during the night, that the con- 
voy might collect, and have the advantage of day-light fov 
running into Carlisle Bay. The sensations arising from the 
sight of land, after traversing an extent of ocean, are at all 
times agreeable ; but when that land is the object of the voy- 
age, and the end of alt its dangers and anxieties, the feelings of 
the mind are only to be conceived by those who have expe- 
rienced them. A hundred sail of merchant-ships, lyiog-to under 
the protection of a frigate, in sight of their intended port, could 
not fail to furnish another interesting object of contemplation. 
The recollection of the chief who led the mariners of .Spain 
across unknown seas, in search of a new world, arose naturally, 
on the first sight of land, attended with a contrast of the diffi- 
culties and fears of the first discoverers, with the faciUty and 
expedition which modern commerce has introduced into these 
voyages. But the satisfactioH arising from the completion of 
a tedious voyagc> was damped by the consideration, that no 
inconsiderable portion of those who were now contemplating 
the scene with high expectations, were only looking, perhaps, 
on the tomb whidi awaited them, and hastening to the unex- 
pected end of their mortal career. 
Voyages and Travels, No. 6, Vol. II. b 
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j2 tVidler's Vtyagt wi tht Wett Indies. - 

We had in the convoy a considerable reinforcement for the 
regimenis !n the country, as veil as a nuniber of young persons 
destined to fill various civil situations, public and private ; their 
■anguine hopes of fortune and promotion, could not fail to be 
mingled with dread, at apm-oacbing sh6Ka so notified for their 
pesuferous atmosphere. These combined sensations must, in 
spite of philosophy and hardHiood, find their way into the heart 
of all new comers. To talk however with bravado, on the 
existing mortality, and make it a subject of mir^, drinking 4t 
the same time impious toKstSx is what, I irtt cdncerned to add, 
I have frequently witnessed amongst the junior officers on this 
statitMi. 

On the morning of the 15th, at day-light, the whole fleet 
bore up, and made all sail towards toe island. Several ships 
Ind run fcway in tfie night, contrary to ordOM, to get tit^t in j 
md one of them had neiirly paid for it with' the toss of the tes. 
«et, on the reef of rocks to windward. The HltS, at & dfef«nc«, 
Ims no Very attractive ai^iesrance, exhibiting nothing bm k 
l»own surface to the eye; on a neuer approach, however, it 
Resents a &ce moi'e agreeable. The windmills and plantation 
■on the heights are the first t^mspkuotit objecu; and, when near 
enough to distinguish them with tbe itakcd eye, the aoveltyj^ ■ 
the scenery cannot fail to arrest the antlivided attention. Thfe 
land rises in regular but curious lidge^, fVoib the sea-'Side to tbe 
middle of tbe island, presesting in suecession a series of nig^d 
-and abrupt elevations of about a hundred feet ; then appears a 
plain of about half a mile in extent, ft> tlie foot of afiotber -pre- 
cipice ; which singular mode of ascent continues graduating to 
■the highest point in the island. These plains are univer^alhy in 
a high state of cultivation, and contrast agreeably with tbe black 
xocky preoipaces. EvCry now-and-ithen, the view is yet more 

diversified witb bold promontories, pr^ected Dv«r deep ravines, 

covered Irith a thick, dark foliage. In some very romantic 
' spots are discovered tbe spacious and well-built bouses of the 

Ranters, shaded by lofty cabbage-trees, and encompassed widi 

a, number of negroes' huts and Sugar-works. 

To enter Carlisle Bay, it is necessary to pass the soOthem- 
..nost point of the island, and haul round a little to the west- 

Jrard'i in doing whic|), the barracks, tbe fnilitary and naval 

hospitals, &c. present a noble appearance to the spectator from 
• tbe sea. After rounding the southernmost point, this beautiful 

bay opens all at once on ibe view, and certainly Becms as if 
' eontrived lo astonish and delight a atranger, after a long 

▼oyage. 
, - At the bottom of the bay stands tbe town of Bridgetown, 
■ which lUretcbes ia a cmtuitled raitge almost round it, yet to 
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cwapcabd'by tbe coDDa>But.tccci on Ae beach, as to diwover 
9a^ its loftuest buildingB. BeUad the tovn the land rises Jtks 
aa MMf hitheatre, intanpersed »nd decorated with a nnmbec of 
vrilr^itt country bouses, and aAirdiog many specimeps of ex- 
tnunodtaary uid picturesque sceaery. 

The hay iras ai thit time crowded with ships, as, in addition 
to our own canroy, l^ere w-as another just ready to depart fof 
England. This island being to windward of an the test, the 
oooiroya, jeren Cljtoie hound to Jamaica, are sure to arrive bere 
first, so (hat the coaflux of ships and of strangers to this port is 
very ooi}aiderable,~<e*pacially in time of war, as it is hkewise 
the head-quarters aod general rifnt^ezvoiu of the army and navy. 
It seemedvnOw scarcely to afbrd room enough for the number 
of ships anchored in it ; and indeed, had a gale of wind come 
on, great damaga must have ensued. The depth of the water 
is'Very great, and die bottom none of the best for anchoring ; 
floany of the ships were riding in thirty iathoms water, and 
very few in less than. sixteen. The water is in g;eneral so lucid 
and transparent, that the rocky bottom is easily discovered, and 
ftieqpently .the aiichors of ships lying there. 

The liviag scenery which we had to contemplate, was more 
interesting and animated, though less gratefol to the sense, 
than that above memioned. The bay wa» covered with boats, 
conveying backwardsaud forwards the merchants of the place, 
rowed by theM' slaves, or else the officers of the men-of-war oli 
the impretis lerrice ; both which sights are pecnliariy hostile 
io the feelings of an Englishman. A number of stave-ships too, 
just arrived, were lying 0108^40 us, whose owners were taliiit^ 
all ponUile advantage -c^ tne last weeks of their expiring coid- 
-aiecce. The poor wretches were going on-shore by hundreds 
J&ofn the slave-ships, in large barges, tor t)ie purpose of being 
exposed to sale. '1 he shore on every side appeared lined with 
people of colour nearly naked, following their various occu- 
pations ; for tbe arrival of tlie fleet seemed to hare been the 
signal for creati^ a universal bustle. 

About four in tlie afternoon, I left the ship, in order to go on 
^ore. The landing-place is upon « spacious quay, erected oo 
the banks of a little harbour notmore than twenty yards wide, and 
only eapble of admitting small craft. The quay was crowded 
with natives and strangers, and presented a scene of uncommon 
activity and tMisiness. The buildings upon it have but a mean 
appearance, including ^q the whole town, to the eye of an 
European; indeed, bere are no objects to stimulate ouriosity^ 
except the living characters which crowd the streets, and most 
of these are sure to excite nauaea and disgust. Hundreds of 
WJke4 oegraiai pf bq\k sexes, of tbe most filthy appesronoe, 
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* - Waller's Voyagt intheWat Indies. 

from dust and excesaive perftpiratioD, are seen in all direcUon*;. 
^ men with only a coarse cloth round the middle, (whidi often 
»^pe^rs inadequatu to the purpose intended,) and the women 
with only a short petticoat. These last, in the advanced stages 
of life, liecome still more revolting to the sense, especially ir hen 
to their own natural deformity are added, (which frequently 
liappens,} the loathsome marks of a cutaneous disease common 
to them. The feet of these pcoplie universally present marks 
of a dbtemper occasioned by toe ckiggru, a species of minute 
insect whicn bury their eggs in the skin. There are to be seen 
here all the shades of colour, from the shining black of the 
African, to the slightly-tinged skin of the young female Mnstee; 
l>ut as they improve in colour, they look more respectable, as ' 
to their exterior in general, especially the females, who may 
often be seen very expensively dressed after the European 
fashion, parading the streets, attended by their slaves, witn no 
small dignity. The white natives of the island fail not, in like 
manner, to attract the notice of strangers. They are in gene« 
ral tall, slender', and of a sallow, meagre aspect and figure, com- 
pared with the ruddy, robust, inhabitants of Europe. Many of 
(hem wear large white hats, not unlike an umbrella ; and they 
are for the moit part cleanly in their apparel and persons. 

In passing through the streets, the ear is every-where stunned 
by the discordant voices and unintelligible jargon of the ne- 
groes ; particularly of those who drive the carriages which bring 
down the sugar in hogsheads from the country. These car* 
riages are tlfawn by from six to twelve or fourteen half- 
starved oxen, whose drivers are perjjietually quarrelling with each 
other, and deafening the passengers with their vociferations and 
the cracking of their whips. Such are the objects ti^t princi- 
pally attract attention, on first landing in the island of Barbadoes* 
The town of Bridgetown, as before observed, is every-where 
ill-built, with crooked and unpaved streets, and a great number 
pf wooden houses. The houses, in general, have small galleries 
or balconies projecting from their first story, which are very 
-convenient and comtortable to the inhabitants, though so 
clumsily constructed and painted, as to contribute nothing to 
the splendour or ornament of the streets. 

After passing through the principal streets of Bridgetown, I 
9vas conducted to the Naval Hospital, a situation to which 
I had been appointed. The house which had been appropri- 
. )ited many years to this purpose, was a low, ill-buiJt, small 
edifice, in a narrow street, into which fifty beds could with 
diftculty be admitted, and which could never afford the ven- 
tilation necessary even fur a private house. Every bed in this 
bnUd^ng wa6 fQUod to be occupied ; and, though the yeUoWif&vef 
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WW &t this tifne raging on-board the Dart, the guard-ship in tbo 
bay, vet the patients could only be received on-^ore, as ths 
casualties by death provided vacant beds for them in the hos- 
pital. There was, however, another building erecting, distant 
^toat two miles from the town, which was to supersede the use 
of this iaconvenient and unhealthy one. 

After having surveyed whatever appeared worthy of obser- 
yatioQ, I determined on returning to the ship, to pass the night 
there, with a view also to escape the persecution of the miiu 
quitoes, whose piercing stings had already made some impress 
sion on my hands and feet. I was anxious aUo to enjoy the 
cool air of the bay, which felt peculiarly pleasant, after encoun- 
tering the heat of the town. We had been but little atfected 
by the hear, previous to our landing; but, in the streets of Bridge^ 
town, the sun's rays, reflected from the white rock on which it 
' is built, overpowered us with an increased degree of heat and 
^scititious light. 

We had been several weeks in the latitude of Barbadoes, but 
without feeling incommoded by the heat ; on the island, how^ 
ever, we found it insupportable till sun-set. The next morn- 
ing, at day-light, displayed one of the most enchanting pros^ 
pects my eye^ ever beheld. It is at this hour that tak West 
fndia islands appear in all their glory, and resemble a paradise. 
The air is then cool and refresliiing, and the rising sun seems 
to exhilarate the whole face of nature, diffcrsing new life and 
vigour around. I was uncommonly entertained and astonished 
with thp loveliness of this first West-India morning, nor was the 
effect produced by it diminished, even after a four years' re- 
sidence. Py ninp or ten o'clock, however, the heut augments 
to a degree scarcely supportable by a new comer, and it coof 
tinues to rage till within an hour of sun-set, when the temper- 
ature again becomes delightful. 

On the day after our arrival, the homeward-bound c<Hivoy 
sailed, attended by such of ours as were bound to the neighbour^ 
ing islands: those inteuded for Jamaica did not depart till the 
third day. During their stay, the quay, and the whole town, 
were incessantly occupied and crowded even to confusion; ex- 
hibiting, %t the same, time, a gratifying picture of the commer. 
cial importanpe of this island, 1 had now an opportunity of 
t^dng a more deliberate view of the town, the interior of which 
I will endeavouv to depict as faithfully as I can ; for the fir^t 
impressions wpre very different from those e;icited by the same 
objects, when become familiar to the eye. A number of shops, 
filled with European articles of all descriptions, present thenv 
felves in all the principal streets i but they do not, as in Europe, 
regale the eye with the beauties of arrangement, the artici^ not 
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being displayed in large and faandsome windows, but kept for 
the moiiC part in the paotcages in which tbey arrived, withii) 
fbe shop. It is the practice, on this side the Atlantic, to n^me 
every kind of shop a store ; and tMs custom bas obtsitied very 
generally in the Uitited States, ms wd| as in our West la^ 
islands. 

The lower part of all thehouses in Bridgetown b set apart for 
cominercial jMirposes, afid no pains are taken to ornament tbeur 
wctcrtor; so tlut, with tbc oncouth window-shutters and rough 
ff^ing.doQrSj with which ihey ate secured, ttiey have an air of 
meanness, which fatigues the eye of an Bnglishman^ accustomet^ 
to look irpofi this part of the house as no amid! decoration to 
the nMst splendid ftr^ts, bothinthecapiial, and in the principal 
provincial towns. The inside of these stores is, however, welt 
Mocked witJi almost every article of luxury or conveilieuc? 
■rhich the mother-country prodtices, and which are sold at a* 
moderate profit as could be expected, considering the distance 
irbence they are brought, and the additional rate of freight tif 
which they are eubjeet, in the time of war. 

Akhou^ the private buildings of this town Can supply 
few objects of gratilication to thp stranger, there are some pub- 
lic edifioe« which do honour to the colony. The church of ^t. 
Michael is a spacious and elegant structure : its interior strikes 
with an air of magnificence which one would hardly expect to " 
i^ndiiere. The other con^derable public buildings, are the Court-r 
liouce and Gaol, the Fi'e^musona' Hall, and the Goveninien.t 
House, which last stands a little out of the town. These are ajl 
large and well-built, but have nothing paVticular in them to merit 
^ more detailed description. There are a number of taverns in thp 
town, all of which are kept by muliitto women ;, who are possessed 
of considerable property, both in houses and staves. Nor 
can they well fail to am^s large fortunes, as their houses aris 
generally filled with strangers, who, must submit to the most ex- 
orbitant charges for every article of eatiug and drinking, as well 
as for the accommodation of lodging and washing. Thesp 
taverns are besides houses of debauchery, a number of youfig 
-women of colour being always procurable in them, for the pur-, 
poses of prostrtution ; butthis l shall have occasion to treat of 
more at large, when investigating the state of morals of the ifl- 
habitantsin general. The reader may fori^ some idea of the 
expenses of living in these inns, when informed that seveii 
dollars per day may be reckoned a very moderate ei^penditure, 
and but few can live within that sum. Private lodgings are 
^ten very difficult to be had, but such is the hospitality of th(L 
richer merchants and inhabiunis, that strangers of respectabilitjr, 
•and especi^ly of rank, are seldom obliged to remain long in ^ 
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Uvern. Their )iouses, servants, and horses, are tenderetl -with a 
degree of liberality, that never fails to exciu respect and admira- 
tion. This hospitality is, however, too much conRned to thoss 
itrbo stand least in need of it : that is, to strangers of property or 
of high rank, or to such as are about to fill some important situ- 
ations in the country, The essentials of this virtue are certainly 
itlhcfentin the nature of the inhabitants, but the impassibility of 
extending Us benefits to the immcnEC number of strangers who 
tigit the colony, will ever operate as a clog to it. 

On entering upon the discharge of my duties, my first care 
^as to provide a private lodging, which I fortunately obtained 
in tbe first instance. The price of provisions of every kind be- 
ing extremely high, the rate of boarding and lodging is here in 
proportion ; but 1 was favoured with an opportunity of living in 
A reguULf family, at a rate which must be considered as very mor 
derate, being charged for my board and lodging only 120/. cur- 
rency per annum. This is just 90/. of our money, and it furnished 
me Vith all the regular meaJs, but no wine ; which last article 
(nay almost pass here for one of the necessaries of life. At this 
titue, the price was a dollar a-bottle. It here may be necessary 
to give the reader some notices, relative to the currency of 
the country. A hundred pounds of sterling money is reckoned 
tt one-third more than its real value, consequently mikes 
l33/. fif. 8<^. currency ; and, in order to reduce any sum of cur« 
rent lAoney to sterling, one-fourth must be deducted : by the 
. same r'ule, to ascertain the current value of any sum siening, 
one third of the sum mast be added. The money most current 
here, is the Spanish silver coin and the Portuguese gold; ttw 
coinage of any country, however, will be taken, especially gold, 
ivhich is valued according to its weight, so that each separate 
piece is generally wrapt up' in paper, with the weight ami car- ' 
rent value marked on the outside. The pieces taas marked 
pass fre»^ut;htly through a number of hands, without fartfaec 
examination ; and, although this method appears to furnish con- 
stant facilities for fraud, I have never heard of an instance of any . 
person suffering by it. 

The Spanish dollar is the prirlcipal circulating medinm of this 
country, and that in which payments are commonly made. Its 
current value is six shillings and three-pence. The smaller 
. .divisions of it are called bits, ten of which in this iiJand make 
a dollar ; in some other islands I have observed the dollar to be 
divided into twelve bits. Counterfeit coin is here extremely 
' rare. I never saw any specimens myself, but they have, it 
■eeras, been occasionally introduced. It must, as I conceive, be 
a matter of ditEculty and danger to circulate base coin to any 
amount in a small island, where the ojeaus of detection are so 
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expeditious and easy. Bestdeo the Spanish dollars, a few othef 
silver pieces are current, as the American dollar, and the oUf- 
French crown, which passes for something more than the Spanish 
dollar. British coin of any kind is extremely scarce. The For-, 
tuguese gold coins are familiarly denominated \/of«, l>eing a 
contraction for Johannes, the name of the King of Portugal, 
whose head is generally fonnd on the coin. The value of these 
pieces is so various, that it is not easy to (is any precise stand- 
ardforit, as it depends on the weight; the term itself, bow- 
ever, has a determined meaning, and whenever it Is mentionecL 
as the price of a commodity, it means seven dollars and foUr 
bits ; and the inhabitants often reckon in this manner when the 
sum is large, telling you the number of Joes instead of dollars ; 
this is not a little embarrassing to a stranger, and is far from b&> 
ing easy to themsalvea. The Spanish doubloon is likewise fre- 
quently met with here, as well as the minor divisions of it; but it 
is by no means in such abundance as the Portuguese coinage. 
The doubloon, a most beautiful coin, is worth sixteen dollars, 
and is regularly subdivided into halves, quarters, eighths, and 
sixteenths, all of which are of gold. 

The above statement may be sufficient for the information of 
strangers ; and 1 shall only observe further, that it holds good 
only in relation to the island oFBarbadoes : the currency of the 
other islands is diflerently regulated. In almost all that I havQ 
visited, 1 have found the dollar reckoned at nine shillings. 

I shall now proceed to make some observations on the man- 
ner of living amongst the inhabitants. Provisions of every kind 
are not only very dear, but for- the most part are very bad. 
There is no flesh.meat that can be contiidered as tolerable 
eating, except mutton, and that is greatly inferior to the same 
meat in Europe : the flesh of the goat is frequently superior to 
that of the sheepi and the young kid furnishes the most delicate 
viand that the country produces. The consumption of poultry 
is consideraVe ; and the more so, on account of the little variety 
of meat and its inferior quality. The fowls are in general very 
poor, but the turkies are tolerably good, and will often fetch 
accordingly, eight or nine dollars a-piece. There are likewise 
a great number of Guinea fowls, which are excellent eating. 
Fish of various kinds are very plentiful, and tolerably cheap. 
Turtle, however, is scaice and dear, being always brought here 
from some of the other colonies. All animals for food are gene- 
rally killed in the morning, for dinner the same day, the climate 
not allowing of much longer keeping. The bread here is ver^ 
indifferent, as the flour, which is imported from America, is 
generally more or less injured, either by the climate or the in- 
sects. As there b no yeast in the country, the bread is fer- 
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te«B|ed"with leaven, and stmetipoes by a preparation of sugar,; 
in eitbor cose, it will only keep good about four-and-twenty 
hoars. The above are the usual articles of diet ; to ^bich may 
lie ad^ed Madeira wine, the common bererage of all who caa 
wocureit. Tbere are likewise various otiier wines which might 
Ae tbought more coogeniid to the climate, but Madeira is tha 
ordinary drink in all the English colonies ; and an immense 
imnual consumption of it is made in this island. 

The breakfast here generally consists of g^b and ftjffU, with 
chocolate, tea, or coffee. Inateail of bread, 3 yam, or plantain 
roasted and buttered, especially the first of these, is always pre^ 
/erred. It is a large root, very much resembling the brionyj 
the insida of it is white and mealy ; tbere are several ditferettt 
kinds, but the white yam of Barbadoes is esteemed br far the 
best. This is roasted in wood embers, when tba inside is att 
scooped out, a piece of butter inserted, and the inside again 
replaced.; the wnoLe is then again put to the fire, till the butter 
Jbaa difEosed itsdf through tiie whole mass, in which state it ia 
brought to table. The plantain, a fruit shaped something like 
s cucumber, when roasted and buttered, is a sort of substitute 
for bread, but it will not liear comparison with the yam ; its 
|Hilp ttet being mealy, is not penetrated by tbe butter, and ic 
«its heary 00 the stomach. Beside the yam and plantain, the 
potatoe, brought from Eu^and, frequently makes its appearance ' 
on the breakfast- table. This is always toasted and buttered, 
haviag been previously boiled. With these articles a substan- 
tial breakfast is made about eight o'clock in the morping. 
Three o'clock in the afternoon appears to be tbe hour of dinner 
UiODgst ail eiasaes of the inhabitants ; ttug is the hotter time of 
tlie day ,^ and by no means well selected for sitting down tot 
hot dinner, for tbe most part highly seasoned with capsicums, a.ai 
to be wastied down with copious libations of powerful Madeira. 
After dioner, a desert of fruits, together with the wine, occupies 
ihe tiiM till between five and six o'clock, the only ftme, except 
ifl tbe miHrning early, that a person can ride or walk out witk 
Any satisfaction : it is of course devoted to the protnenade. 

However unpleasant the town of Bridgetown may be, there ' 
can be nothing more agreeable than its environs. The scenery 
isBototanyjioveltoone wbo has never been between the Tropics, 
that it looks at firtt like the eflect of enchantment. Thenumerfe 
iMis arennes of oocoa-nut trees, the hedges of the cactus or 
prickly pear ,w)tb long rows of lofty cid^ge-trees, are the ot^ecls 
tbat most attract, '^d stamp a feaWre' on tbe landscape perfectljr 
vaique. Some «^ the habitations near the town, as batare ob^ 
tervedjaremost romantically situated: tbe buildings are moisly 
of wood, but superior taste and el^ance are displayed in theie 
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Construction. They are generally surrounded with' n41erlei of 
from six to twelve feet in breadth, and mosdy ^aiotea sreen, u 
well as the jalousies, which here occupy the place of ^a8Sw)D<- 
'tk>ws, and are in fact much more commodious. Ttwy ar* 
also better adapted to the climate, as they open and shut soBie- 
thing like Venetian blinds, so as to admit both light and air, 
^without ejcposing the family to the obfiervation of pasteagem 
The roofs are not a Utile remarkable, being covered with shin- 
gles, painted of a slate-colour, and extending not only over the 
building, hut also over the galleries. The bouses therefore may 
be properly considered as pavilions^ and, being almost all situated 
in gome sequestered spot, and well shaded by cocoa-nut, orange, 
lime, and other fruit trees, their effect is grateful and imposing. 
What contributes greatly to the picturesque appearance of 



these Country residences, is the curious inequality of thft 
ground. What has been said of Jamaica seems equally applic 
cable to all these islands.. A gentleman, on being asked to give 



a description -of its physical appearance, took a sheet of papor, 
^and pressing it up into a ball in his hands, he afterwards ex- 
panded it, and then threw it carelessly on the table. Such is 
die apparent confusion of the ground in all these islands, that 
they seem like large and small muses of rock thrown piromiscu- 
ously together, and covered with a profusion of vegetation, with 
here and there the original hiack rock protruding through its 
gre£n- drapery. The contour is bold and majestic, exhibiting 
«Qmetimes a perpendicular clitF, at othera a tremendous over- 
hanging mass, not unfret^uently excavaCbd underneath to coo- 
aiderable depths. 

Altliough we do not find in this island those stupendou 
mountainous masses which the other islands exhibit, it contains, 
nevertheless, alt the minor sublimities of a mountainoos countpy, 
espe ially on' its eastern and northern sides. Its dark and deep 
xavincs, with their perpendicular sides covered with wood, its 
insulated peaks, lofty precipices, and hold projecline pcomoo'- 
Xories, cannot be said to hide their heads in the clouds, yet am 
they sufficiently elevated to produce in the mind of sensibility^ 
that impression of awe min^ledwith enthusiasm, which the con- 
templation of nature's magnificent scenery must ever excite. 
, 2 never have heard, nor navel accurately measured^ the height 
of the most elevated point in the island; but, if we compute it 
jjy comparison with other known heights, we may rate it aboiH 
a thouGand feet. The southern extremity, where the capital olf ' 
Barbadoes is situated, has no elevation above two or three hun- 
dred' feet, and the land continually rises in terraces ovplatfonmi 
ouehigher than the other, with an ascent extreuiely abrupt^ 
Utd in^nuiaefous places altogetbef inaccessible^ The fartlUHB 
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TOD adysnce into (jie interior, the more novel ;ind irrcguW tha 
uce of the country becomes, till you arrive in the centre, when 
the eye ia regaled with siicb varieties as yield perhaps to none. 

Before I commence a description of this enchanting spot, I- 
shall first take some notice of the objects, botik regetable and. 
animal, that most promtuently invite the curiosity of a stranger- 
Tbe form of tbe cocoa-nut tree is, no doubt, familiar to most 
readers ; but I have some cotlaterul remarks to offer that may 
not be so. Beside their beautjr and their grateful shade, the 
cot»)a-trees produce great profit to their owners, as they begiti 
to bear fruit before they are half grown, and never ceave to do 
so all the year round : and in this island tbe nuts will ever com- 
Biand a very good price in the market. It is valued chiefly oa 
account of the liquor il contains, prerious Co the formation of 
the nut, when it is in the greatest abundance, and has the finest 
Bavour. In tropical countries, nothing can be more delicious 
to tbe thirsty traveller tbun this wholesome beverage : in pre- 
paring it, the natives frequently add a unall quantity of brandy 
and sugar. When the nut is completely formed, the liquor is; 
not so palatable, and in this state it is never drank. The tr«es. 
are genorally planted in avenues, so as to constitute a most dt-, 
lectable sliade : near the town, the prospect is enlivened by a 
great number of these avenues, many of them stretching more 
than a mile in length. 

[ was greatly amused, in my walks here, with tbe prodi-. 
yious numbers of lizards of all colours and sizes that are conti« 
Qualty seen running up the trunks of the co^a-trees, and always- 
in a spiral direction. These little animals are not only beautiful 
io their colour, but elegant in their conrormaiion ; for the most 

E art green, tinged with azure and gold. Their agility is not a 
ttle siiTprisiog ; and they are so tame, as to allow tbemaelvet 
to be handled with impunity. Every tree and shrub swarms 
Viththem! their food is insects, which, but for these animals, 
vould almost render tbe country iminhabitatile. Like the came- 
leon, they have a power of changing their colour, and I have 
seen them, whenfirightened, become almost black. 
. Nest to the cocoa-nut trees, tbe most prominent object is the 
mouutaip cabbag^tree. This majestic plant is usually found 
qear the m^nsioOB of the planters, and here indeed it furnishes 
a decoratioii, tban which nothing can be imagined more appo- 
site. Jt grows to the height of sixty feet, with a strait conical 
trunk, free from branches or unevenness to the top, where 
it expands into a most extensive ii^ibrella, with its vast ra-. 
miflcations of leaves i^bove twenty feet in length. The upper 
pfirt of the tiuni, fof about twelve or fifteen feet^ is of a gay 

grepa cqIoui^i with a fuiooih polished surface ; tbia it is whtcu; 
■ ■ ■ c3 
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oupports the umbrella, and the fine spreading fruit called (t 
know not why) tlie cabbage. Little use, however, is made of it 
it) Barbadoes, where the tree is by do means v^rj abundEmt, and 
the difficulty of obtaining the fruit is considerable, on account' of 
the immense height, and the smoothoess of the bark, especiiUly 
towards the top. 

The tamarind-tree, with its thorny trunk, is very abundant 
in the vicinity of Bridgetown ; and a few specimQua are seen 
here and there of the gigantic silk coiton-tree^ Along the beach 
Appear also frequent avenues of the mancbin^al, of a towering 
height and bulk, with apples of a most tempting appearance 
and smell, very much resembling the golden pippen. These lie 
scattered by thousands on the ground; but the uncautions 
stranger will pay dear for his curiosity ip tasting the fruit, 
ivhose acrid and morbid juice produces instant excoriation and 
inflammation in the mouth and throat, and wherever it touches. 
Even water falling from the leaves after a shower of rain, will 
Blister the skin of those who happen to take shelter under them: 
Ais I have often witnessed. 

In all the environs of the town there are numerous plantations 
of the plantain, this being an article of very great consumption ; 
it is a vegetable that must naturally occupy the alttention of the 
stranger, as there is nothing analogous to it in Britain. It rises 
to the height of ten or twelve feet, with a tolerably thick sterfi, 
tint which, in fact, is nothing more than the convolution of its 
own leaves, without jny solid or woody substance. The leaves, 
■which spread out at the top like those of the cocoa-hut tree, and 
lave an agreeable efTect, are of a dark-green colour, and, oil 
the upper side, remarkably smooth and shining ; they are very 
liii^e and broad, and are in use for various purposes : amongst 
others, that of dressing blisters and ulcers. The friiit'of tne 
plantain forms the principal food of the negroes, and is also 
much eaten by the whiles. There is another species, though 
not easily distinguished by a stranger, called the banana : it is 
considered here as a very delicious fruit. 

The plantations of Indian corn are very numerous throughout 
- the island, as tlie consumption of it is considerable amoflg the 
negroes. There are also plantations of cotton ; but it does not 
appear to be cultivated here to any great extent. This plant is 
Tery beautiful, both when in blossom and after the pods are 
iturst. It is not unlike the English currant-bush, but grows to a 
larger size ; the flowers are yellow, targe, and splendid, and, as 
toe trees are all planted in straight lines, both the eye and the 
fancy are gratiiiea. The habitations are mostly surrounded with a 
great number of fruit-trees, particularly oranges, lemons, limes, 
and sliaddocks. -Thei^e last are uncommonJ^ teippting; tb» 
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Aagnitude of the fruit, and its tine goMen colour, B^itiit^ 
throa^h the green foliage, combined with the fragrant snieH ex- 
haling from the leaves and blossoms, renders it a treat bath to 
tibe patate and to the seilses. 

Fruit however, in genera), is very dear throughout tbe 
island, as but few comparatively grow it merely for tl»e pur. 
poses of sale.' An additional feature of interest among these 
groves, is the groups of naked negro children of both sexes, 
running about in all directions. The females seldom put on any. 
article of clothing till three or four years old, nor do the males 
before ten, and aonnetimes later. The newly -imported negroes 
too, of whatever age or sex, are seen going about with no othJer 
Covering thun a handkerchief round the waist ; and even tiiia 
flight appendage seems evidently to incommode them. 

The lout ensemble of this scenery creates an undescrlbable sen- 
juition in the breast of an Enropean spectator, placed »s it were 
fh a new world, with not a single tree or plant whose aspect 
atid character he has any knowledge of. The birds and ani- 
mals are also new to bim; and the human beings, seen in 
the greatest nuraben,- look like the inhabitants of another 
planet. 

Atalmost every step, the passenger^s path is crossed by ani- 
mals here called land-crabs, which are perpetually escaping into 
Eome o( the innumerable cavities with which the ground is per- 
forated. A gloomy idea is associated with the appearance of 
these animals, as they fill the mind with uneasy reflections, u 
to the tmcertainty oflife in these pestiferous regions, Itis well 
known, that the mortal remains of those who fall victims to ths 
ei)demic diseases of this country, serve to fatten these voracious 
animals. They are bevertheless eaten by the natives, and ac- 
counted a great delicacy ; but, b; the richer and luxurious, they' 
are previously fattened for some time on less revolfing fore. 
Europeans find it almost impossible to overcome the disgust ex- 
cited by the consideration here stated, so as to feed upon this 
hideous animal. 

The stranger never f^il^ to experience some fresh accession of 
amusement Iroin every fresh excursion he makes into the coun- 
try ; bnl it is only on horseback that these excursions can be 
made with satisfaction, or even with safety. I have sfflnetimef 
taken long walks, but always found myself oppressed and lai).. 
gurd from fatigue and excessive perspiration, and a head-ach 
or something worse has generally been the consequence. A ride 
of twenty miles is here a very greaf: exertion, and but sekloaa' 
attempted. 

As the population of Barbadoes is vftry great, the island irf 
ie?Brj-ivhere cdtivafwl j iiotr p spot ip ^ Se' s^ tM Je nof 
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turned to some accoimt. Tiie principal artide of culture fs tW. 
tugar-cane, and the best and most extensive tracts are allotted 
to tbi» purpose. The whole process of this important article of 

Eroduce must necessarily engage the attention of a stranger; - 
ut this ba$ been so frequently described, that few readers can be 
deemed unacquainted with it. My intention in these few pages' 
being onlyto atEempt to convey to the reader such impressions 
of pleasure or surprise as the sight of new objects excited, I 
shall avoid di those descriptions which require elaborate iare«- 
tigation. 

I proceed, in the next place, to give some account of an ex- 
pedition into the interior of the i&lanil, which I undertook, in 
compony with a few friends, shortly after my arrival. Let me. 
premise, that very great was the gratification I received from the 
contemplation of nature's lovely scenes, and from the friendly 
liospitallty of persons till then totally unknown to me. 

We started on horseback, four in number, at day-light in the 
morning, on a delightful road along the western coast of the 
ifjand, where the surface, though level, displayed some new 
feature of beauty at almost ever^ turn. As we advanced to 
tiie northward, the land on our right became every mile more- 
lofty and more wild, but with still increasing interest. At the 
distance of about ten miles from Bridgetown we arrived at a^ 
considerable village by the sea-side, with a neat church, and a 
aumberof very handsome houses. After passing this village, 
we quitted the sea-side, and began to ascend ; and now a diver... 
ijity of landscape opened upon us in a manner more and more 
allecting and nnexpected. At one time, a vast hollow, whose 
«teep sides would ir England be deemed impracticable to de*. 
Scend on horseback, kads you down into recesses where the 
sun's rays cannot penetrate, and, after winding through the 
sinuosities of its deep and cool bottom, you begin again to 
ascend an almost perpendicular height, where the sun's scorcb- 
ijigrays are felt with all their force; till having gained the 
summit^ the sea-breeze again wafts its exhilarating infiuenca 
over the exhausted frame. Were it not for this constant source 
of coolness, thesp islands would W scarcely habitable; but so 
invigorating is the benignant gale, especially on th§ high- 
grounds, th^t it is Ec^rccjy possible to imagine whut a luxury, it 
Yields to a person sitting or lying upon some elevated situation, 
^is enjoyment we realized in a very superiw degree, on ar. 
living at the estitt? frbfsr^ Vfe purposed ta^ipg breakfast abd 
dinner. 

Although our coming was unexpected, we had but a very few 
minutes to wait for a sua^ptuons oreakfafit, which was served 
«p ift the ^lern ga(|eirj, Q^e^ tp ^ tr^e-¥|!ip4| 80^ CQWh; 
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nandlng £a &tetKinvh^r of the intericiTof the hisnd. The 
houses belonging to these estates are gene rally 'built on the most 
elevated pnrl of them. This I presume is doi>e principally with 
an eye to the advantageous position of the windmills; but it con- ' 
tributes besides very materially to the pleasantness and pic- 
turesque beauty of the circumjacent landscape. It is gratifying 
and consolatory to see with what extraordinary pleasure visitors 
are entertaioed at these habitations: it is considered as an ho- 
nour conferred on the family for a stranger to pay them an un- 
expected visit ; and that heart must be cold and insensible, that 
can partake of, and r^ect on, such genuine benevolence, with- 
out. esperiencinj^ some of those feelings that embelhsb and illus. 
trate human nature. The plan we had concerted required the 
attendance of our host as a guide, with servants, ana cattle to 
lelieire our own. These wants were speedily supplied; and, 
after leaving orders for a dinner to be prepared against our re- 
turn^ our host set out with us, all on fresh horses of his own pro- 
riding. Our object was to take a view of an estate called 
Mount Pleasant, this being the most devated spot ia the whole 
island, except a bold peak called Mount HiJIoughby, which is 
in' the immeqiate vicinity. 

We ascended by a most interesting road to this estate, wbich 
is one of the most considerable inBarbadoes: it appears to great 
advantage at a distance, and has very much the appearance of 
an English gentleman's country-seat. The ascent on the wesiem 
ttdeis t(^erably easy, and the traveller, in that direction, can- 
not anticipate the scene that bursts suddenly upon the view on 
gaining tne top of the ridge. I had never yet surveyed any of 
those encbsn ting landscapes that are so numerous in the An- 
tilles, and was unprepared to meet the impression which this 
«pectscle made upon me, sncll as I shall never forget. We 
found ourselves all at once un the brink of a precipice, and .at 
eur feet a valley of considerable extent bounded by the Eastera 
Ocean, (for the eea is here seen on both sides) ; the whole pic- 
ture f^ surpassing the richest colouring, that my inugination 
could harecveated. Although every partof the ground before 
us was^oiuch lower than that on which we stood, it still pos., 
sessed all that chaos of mingled objects which I have alluded 
to above. We here looked down into dark dells and capa- 
cious ravines crossing the valley in all directions; here w& 
beheld hills of the most fantastic formj every, where overs haded, 
with wood, whilst the level ground at our feet afforded number- 
less samples of the industry and wealth of the planters. Their, 
mannons were rendered conspicuous on every height, by the tail 
iTAbbage-trces and windmii)) grouped around them. I could 
basia willingly loiieied liece a few Uoussy to coatemplate this ^s- 
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cntftting paiionuna ; but we hod'alBo to deaccBd i&to the itHtn^ 
to reconnoitre more neaily some of its most interesting det^s,- 
The district I ha?e just noticed has received the name of 
^tland, and haa a parish-church dedicated to St. Andrev. 
Whether it receiTed this nane from the grotesque vildoess of 
its sceoery assimilating it to the Caledonian, I know not; but 
if the first settlers here were Scotch, they doubtiess paid a mosc 
respectful compliment to their country, by couferring itsoame. 
on this terrestrial parikdise. 

We had npw to dive down iiilo the ravine which in a 
few moments concealed from our view all 'the beauties of 
the lurTounding scenery. But here the botanist might reap 
an smple liarvest ; for the lavish band of nature bad com* 
ptetely concealed the soil by her luxuriant Tegetatioo. Our 
road by through a wood of exirediely lofiy trees, and wxf 
attention was much engrossed by the number and variety 
of climbing plants, which, aacending to the highest brancbe«> 
£xm curtains of such extent and beauty, as no human skill 
could pretend to vie with. These plants were all covered 
with blossoms of the moet diversified colours, and so thicUy 
studded, that in many places several square yards might 
be perceived at a fa^ght of from forty to wAy feet, where, 
from the continuity of the bloflsoms, no oth^ object was 
Tiaible ; and, at that distance from the eye, a r^ularly-painted 
surface of exquisite beauty was eminently conspicuous. 

A\ the bottom of the valley, the heights irom yrhidh we had 
descended pi-esemed, in their turn, another coup ^«xf; tbo 
ascent on this side being exceedingly steep and abrupt ; here 
also, the romantic peak of Mount Hilloughby appears to great 
advantage. 

Our route lay next tbrongh the district where Barbadoes tar 
(a hit u mi nous .substance well known here) is found in atfonisliM 
ing abundance. The manner of its production is truly cnrioas ; 
for it appears to occupy the space between the soil aad the rock 
which it covers. An extraordinary fcOnsequeiKe of this is, that 
the soil, with all that grows upon it, including even the build-' 
ings and sugar-works, are subject to remove from thejp 
situa^ns and descend into tlie nearest valiey. This circunw 
otaoce, unaccountable as it may be thought, is strictly within* 
the limits of truth. We had cAserved aome cabbage-trees of 
»n unusual conformation ; these, we were assured, had removed 
to the distance of at least a quarter of a mile isam their originat 
site on a neighbouring hill, where had formerly been the lu}Hse 
of a platiter. These trees had the vestiges of reotsabout six 
fcet above the soil on which they, stand, so as to hare all tbe- 
appearance of being pkued op the top of porta. 
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There is a singular colonial law still in force, .and originally 
tnade in consequence of tliis almost unexampled phenomenon, 
the justice of which I could never comprehend. Itenacts, that, 
if a field of canes, or a whole esute, shall move from its situa^ 
tion into the precincts of ap other estate, the whole produce shall 
become the property of the person into whose premises it has 
moved. The reason assigned is, that the crops of the indivi~ 
dual on whose lands the moving ground shall come, are ipsa 
JttCto overwhelmed and destroyed. But is not the person whose 
estate has thus run away, the greatest sufferer, having nothing 
btit the hare rock left \ A few years indeed will suffice to repair 
themischief ; but, in the meantime, the damage and inconve- 
nience must be severely felt. 

We called at the house of a planter who had been forty years 
resident on the spot, and who had three times been at the ex- 
pense of erecting a house and offices, (which are very consi- 
derable,] in consequence of. this moving of the land. The 
house in which he then lived was by no means splendid, being 
only one story high, and that so low, that the thatch on the 
roof might be reached from the ground; it was, however, o£ 
great length, as the apartments were all in a line with one an- 
other. This planter, who was a native of Wales, received us 
with great cordiality; he pointed out to us the situation of his 
two former habitations, and the tiees that had been carried 
away along with the soil. The spot he had last chosen was 
well secured against the recurrence of any similar accident, as 
bis cottage was built in a hollow, and rested against a large 
mass of rock, the natural excavations of which contributed to 
ftirnisbhim with some very convenient storehouses, . 

The natives agree in opinion, that this biiuniinous substance 
is the proper phj'aical cause of these migrations, and the thing 
appears very probable, for the following reason : Wherever there 
is a buUow, it is only necessary to make a small hole, and it will 
instantly be filled with it. The method of coiiecting the bitu. 
men for commerce, is by drawing it from the sur^ce of the 

Eonds» which are covered with it, and the source seems unex- 
austible, as the print of the horses' feet in the soil are quickly 
filled with it. There is another object of curiosity in this dis- 
trict which we went to visit: tlie natives give it the name of 
the " burning spring." I had heard much of this phenomenon, 
hut could form no satisfactory notions of it till I had an oppor- 
tunity of seeing it. In the midst of the wood which we tra- 
versed, there is by the road-side a hole in the ground, nearly 
circular, of about two feet in diameter and one in depth. This 
, bole is generally filled with water in a state of ebullition; it may 
be ascribed to a. gas which escapes in considerable quantity 
VoYACis andTTRAvELs, No. 6, Vol. tl. o ■' 
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from the earth, so inflammable, as to take fire on ap^dyiog'' a 
qandle or a lighted paper to ttie surface of the water. It tnW 
continue burning, with a strong flame, until extiDgoished b^ 
blowing, it out, or smothering it. A negro woman residing iit 
« neighbouring cottage, conducted ns to the spot, but the Bole 
at the time was perfectly dry, from want of rain. Thia deCeci- 
she Bupplied by fetching water from a pond. The water aa-. 
mediately appeared in a state of ebullition, without any increase 
of temperature; and, on applying a lighted paper, the whole 
took fire, and burned with a strong flame. The gas appeared to 
be of the same kind as that burned in the streets of London, bwt 
1 could not ntake my companions comprehend the princif^e of 
it, till I had filled two bottles with it, (which our slares w«re 
carrying;] and,on our return to our host's habitation, immerMng 
one of them in a bucket of water, and drawing out the cor^ ; 
when all the phenomena they had before witnessed were, re- 
peated. 

We made an extensive circuit orer the island, through the 
most singular country 1 ever beheld ; and, though in the middle 
of the day, under a vertical sun, we suffered much less from the 
heat than we should have done in walking through the streets of 
Bridgetown. At length we returned to our hospitable man- 
. sion, well qualified to do justice to ihe ample repast prepared 
for us. I enquired concerning the salubrity of this part of the 
island; and it seems, that the inhabitants here have had as great 
a dread of the yellow-fever as we have in England, and know a» 
little about it. If 1 had been known to have come from the 
Maval Hospital, they would, I suppose, have been afraid %o 
receive me. This disease is in fact confined to the low lands 
near the sea. 

In the course of this ride, 1 noticed for the first time a cds- 
tom rery pjrevalent here, and which to a European appears 
ridiculous. The negro slaves that accompanied us, tooti hold 
ef our horses' tails, to keep up with us. This is frequent all 
over the West Indies ; and I have been surprised to see how fast 
and bow far they would travel, thus assisted. We returned 
from this (our by moonlight, and arrived at Bridgetown at a- 
yery late hour, after having rode more than forty miles; which, 
in tnis country, is an uncommonly laborious effort. 

In different excursions which I made into the interior, from 
time to time, I continually found fresh reasons to be delighted, - 
both with the country and the hospitality of its inhabitants; for 
I never witnessed a single instance of deficiency, in this respect, 
in any one individual. When riding near the dwelling of the 
planters, I have been frequently stopped on the road by ne- 
groes, who invited me, ' in their master's name, to come to thp 



^>Goo;^lc 



Barhndaei, 19 

hoQSe wtd Uk« some refreshment. I have afterwards found 
that this invitation was a mere matter of course, the maBter 
knowing nothing of it till my arrival, when the slave would be 
highly commended for his vigilance and attention. 

1 have placed this virtue of the natives in the front of their 
noral character, and I wish the reader to keep it in mind, that* 
when 1 come to upeak of their failings, he may recur to this spe- 
cimen of their Christian '^charity covering a multitude of sins," 
It is not to be wondei'ed at, that persons born and brought up in 
a small island, half of which they have probably never seen, 
should have hut very inadequate ideas of what is passing in the 
greater theatres of human life. 1 have always been more asto. 
iiished at what they did know, than at what they did not: but a 
people brought up amongst slaves, must necessarily possess no. 
incDRBiderable quantum of both pride and sloth. From their in- 
fancy, they areaccustomed to have childrt^n of colour submitted 
to their will, and they cannot understand that the blacks are 
their iellow-creatures. They are at a loss to comprehend the 
policy that shall put an end to the importation, nor can tbey 
conceive how they are to exist without them. 

I was consulting a Barbadian lady when I first went to keep 
house by myself, who took a great deal of pains to convince me 
that I could not, (though a single man,} do with less than twelve 
or fourteen slaves. She insisted much upon the latter number. 
As she herself kept eighteen, (the smallest number she could 
possibly have,) her family consisting only of her husband, her- 
•etf, and one child. I had, however, taken a very diflerent view 
of the subject ; and, with one negro, contrived to live very com- 
fortahly. Accustomed trom their childhood to command, these 
people have no notion of doing any thing for themselves, and. 
ofWiourse they grow up in habits of indolence. All who can 
aftbrd it, send a coloured child with their own children to 
Achool, where it is accustomed to be kicked and pinched by its 
young master or mistress, just as caprice may dictate. It i* 
usual here to make over to a child, almost at its birth, a slave- 
of the same sex and age ; which circumstance the former soon- 
gets to learn ; and, though there frequently exists a kind of mu- 
tual sympathetic ulTet^tion, yet a constant tyranny is exercised 
by the young Creole, who is hereby brought up with lofty no. 
lions of superiority over ihe coloured race. Yet the natiVea 
cohabit with people of colour at a very early age ; and I have- 
Qbserved many instances of their being perfectly captivated by 
their mulatto mistresses, who thus obtain their freedom, and' 
that of their children, from the master who cohabits with them. : 

I am concerned to bear testimony to the immorality which. 

previsila in this respect, and to detract from the high chafatter. 

I>3 
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Trhicb I would gladly assign to the female part of th6 commu- 
nity. They are doubtless as chaste and virtuous as those of arty 
part of the glohe, but they have been accustomed to witness 
jncontinency in almost all their acquaintance of the other sex, 
and frequently in their father and brothers, who openly keep 
their mulatto mistresses; so that it is not accounted iu the 
slightest degree infamous; nay, it would excite much more 
surprise in a Creole lady, that a man should be without one of 
these mistresses, than that he should have one. Although the 
coloured people are thus regarded as a distinct species, they are 
often treated with great kindness, yet it is of that description 
ivhich we shew to a pet animtil. It must be from some such kind 
of feeling, that females who have a just idea of morality in them. 
Eclves, and who would express a similar indignation with our 
own countrywomen, at the seduction of a white female, mani- 
fest a total apathy at the most indecent debauchery amOngst 
women of colour. A very respectable matron, who had shewn 
a kind of motherly affection for a young friend of mine who 
came over to settle here as a merchant, advised him in the 
most serious manner to look out for a yhung mulatto or Mustee 

firl for his housekeeper, urging that it would greatly increase 
is domestic comforts and diminish his expenses ; and, in addi* 
tion to this, she hinted very delicately, that, by being confined 
to one object, his health and reputation would be better s&. 
cured, than by the promiscuous libertinism to which she seemed 
to consider every young man as habitually addicted. I am 
assured, that the lady in question would have shuddered at the 
idea of giving the least encouragement to libertinism in persons 
considered to be of her own species ; but such is the force of 
^ucation, and such the dangerous consequence of familiarity 
with vice. 

In the family where I lodged, a respectable lady, (a virgin, 
between fifty and sixty,) was regretting to the company at 
dinner, that a young female slave, whom she had let out for 
several months, was about to return, as she would lose twelve 
dollars B month, the price of her hire, and besides, be at the 
expense of maintaiuiug her. After dinner, I made enquiry 
respecting the subject of hiring slaves, and learned that the on« 
in question had been let out to an officer in the garrison, with 
whom she had been living as a mistress, and that her return was 
occasioned only by his being ordered to another island. An inti-i 
nation wasannexed, that if ihadany wish for her, the good lady 
would probably abate something of her demand. I felt ex- 
trtmely shocked at the idea of so strange a traffic ; but I found, 
a few days after, this very slave publicly advertised, in the 
Bridgetown gazette, iq the following curious terms: "To let. 
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a Sempstress, a well-looking mulatto girl, seventeen years of 
age, an escfeUent hand at her needle, &c, To prevent need- 
less application, — terms twelve dollars per month. Apply, &c." 
I had previously noticed advertisements of this description, and 
I believe that few weeks pass without them : they are, however, 
frequently intended only for the purposes literally expressed. 

In displaying this sample of the morals of the people, i may 
be thought rigidly severe, or to have selected instances of rare 
occurrence; this, however, is not the case. I must do this jus- 
tice to the females of tliis country, to add, that they possess, with 
an uncommon degree of personal beauty, the most amiable dis- 
positions, and even accomplishments, which a stranger would 
never, expect at such a distance from the European schools. 
The want of delicacy, which the instances given above seem to 
imply, may be traced to twft causes, the unblushing immorality 
of the men, and the unfortunate circumstance of living amongst 
slaves. Flagrant acts of immorality amongst the women are in 
a manner unknown, and the shameful trials for crim. con, so 
common in Britain, are seldom heard of here. 

From the same source (being attended by slaves instead of 
servants) arises another unpleasant trait in the character of both 
sexes, — that supreme indolence so conspicuous in all the tnha< 
bitants of these islands. The climate, no doubt, contributes 
much to their habits ; but if there were no slaves, they would 
undoubtedly evince greater elasticity. The men will often sit 
with their legs on the table, and 1 have sometimes even caught 
the ladies in this posture, though it has been always from inad- 
vertence ; but the more usual way is, to have them laid up in a 
chair. This state of inaction is, I believe, conducive to health 
in the torrid zone ; and it is probable that the difference which 
exists, as to the liability of being attacked by the fever, between 
the Europeans and the natives, may be ascribed in a great 
measure to the extreme mobility of the former, who are as 
mlich averse to quiescence as the latter are to motion. The 
physical consequences of this mental and corporeal inertia are, a 
moist cool skin, of remarkable softness in the females, a mo- 
derate and regular pulse, a freedom fcom thirst, so troublesome 
to the Europeans, and an exemption from the teazing bites of 
musquitoes and other troublesome insects. 

I never saw in any country such beautiful children ; and they 
preserve this beauty, in general, till after the age of puberty, 
which, among the whites, may be computed at fourteen in the 
males, and a year earlier for the females. The ybuth of both 
sexes possess a reasonable proportion of vivacity and good- 
fiature; and, though torpid in some respects during the dav. 
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tbey will dance with great animation, through the itriacipal 
part of the night. 

As I remained a whole year in the colonvi 1 did not Ipse tlia 
opportunity of observing the variations of tne weather through 
tlie ditTerent seasons. The reader must be aware that, in the 
13th degree of latitude, there can he but little differencs 
throughout the year, as to thelen^th of the day and niglit; nor 
is there any thing like that diversity of temperature wnich tbq 
temperate climates afford. The wet and the dry seasons form 
the prominent distinctions; but the degrees of heat by the 
thermometer differ very little. These follow the course of the 
sun, which twice in tlie year passes over the zenith ; in the 
month of April, while travelling towards the tropic of Cancer, 
and again in August, on returning to the southern tropic. The 
heat begins to J>e greatest as the aun returns from Cancer, in 
June, when the rainy season sets-in ; and this, indeed, is th^ 
most disagreeable part of the year. The rains increase daily, 
and fall in torrents, with a tremendous rushing sound, which is 
heard for. some time previous to the arrival of the Etorm, (for it; 
would ill convey the idea of one of these falls of rain, to call 
them showers,} and by a person out of doors they may bs 
easily foreseen and avoided. During the three months that 
follow, there are frequent, and sometimes tremendous, thunder-i 
Storms. One of these, in the month of July, during my stay, 
continued nearly twenty-four hours : it was the most awful ex- 
plosion I ever witnessed, bein^ repeated from two in the morn- 
ing till the same hour in the afternoon, without one moment of 
cessation ; it came not in regular cliips, but in one incessant 
roar, during all those hours; whilst the lightning was so rapid, 
BO vivid, and uninterrupted, that a person might very well have 
s^en to read or write in a dark room. By the rain which fell 
during this time, the ravines were all converted into roaring 
torrents, and in many places formed sublime cataracts. As 
the rain begins to abate in August, it is succeeded by that aw- 
ful season, when one of the most dreadful visitations from heaven 
known on the face of the globe may l*e expected ; — I mean the 
hurricane season, 

Bat'badoes liad been nearly thjrty years (since 1780) without 
any serious disaster of this kind ; but so deeply impressed is tha 
remembrance of this kst upon all the old inhabitants, that they 
shudder witfi horror at the very mention of it, and hundreda 
who never bow the knee to their Creator all the rest of the 
year, appear in solemn procession, at their respective churches, 
on its ^nuiversary: it is, in fact, observed as a solemn fast 
throughout the island. On the above occasion, the towB of 
Bridgetown wa? entirely destroyed, nor could tiie site of the 
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boineS be ascertained without c!ifl5ciilty, as it was fot- maAy 
bouts occupied by the sea: the damage sustained va» incaU' 
cnlable, and the^umber of tiVes lost never accurately known. 
This is always a season of atutiety; for there is no day or night 
from the beginning of Awgust to the latier end of October, in 
which one of these calamttous inDictions might not occur. I 
■hall hereafter endeavour to furnish a more ample description 
of one which I witnessed. 

- But this season is not to be dreaded for hurricanes afone j foir 
Dow the fevers of the country begin to show their yellow fangs, 
and fortunate is the European who can escape their gripe. 
Daring my residence in this island (in 1807) they raged with 
timiBual fury ; and not Europeans only, but (^reat numbers of 
the natives fell victims to them. In the months of October 
and November, nothing was to be seen but funerals and mourn- 
ing families ; and, as usual, the army and navy suffered most. ' 
One nielanchofy instance I cannot pass over unnoticed, which 
occurred during my stay. A fleet of ships from- Europe ar- 
rived during the worst period of this fever, and brought strong 
reinforcements for the diBerent regiments in the colonies. AH 
the officers are generally landed here, whether their corps be' 
hfere or not, this being the geuerat head-quarters. Amongst 
these gallant youths, several never reachecl their destination ; 
but the one I refer to, was young i» the service, and the only 
officer destined for his particular corps,' He had arrived in a 
transport without any other officer on-board, and landed at 
Barbadoes, having no acquaintance with those who Gad come 
oat in the fleet. On being quartered iii the barracks, he ex- 
perienced the hospitality which is so predominant in these 
islands, and received an invitation to dinner from one of the 
' regimental messes. As is usudi with new comers and young 
officers, he mad© copious libations of excclleut Madeira wine. 
He retired at a late hour to his solitary barrack-room, where he 
bad placed his bedding, &c. and to which, being a perfect 
stranger, he had invited no one. Amongst the number of new- 
faces in the garri^ton, this young gentleman was forgotten or 
overlooked, till three days after, when search was made for him, 
to convey to him some order relative to his future embarkation. 
Miserable to relate ! he was found in his barrack-room, 
Btretched out lifeless on the floor, though not quite cold ; and' 
the black vomit, which covered the apartment and the clothes, 
testified too plainly how the deceased bad come by his death. 
How painful must have been the feelings of this unfortunate 
youth, during the last two days of his existence! oppressed 
vi(itb raging thirst, and, in his \oneiy situation, needing every 
wsistance which the sick-bed re^res. 
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I have witnessed several instaDces of this peculiar species-oC 
distress; fori wherever the patient is taken ill, there he wishes to. 
Jie; as the only thing he covets is rest and drink. I coufd hardly 
expect to escape the clutches of this devastating monster, as my 
duty was complicated and laborious, from the number of medi- 
cal officers' who also fell victims to it. Indeed, I had my turn ; 
for, after going to bed in apparently perfect health, i awoke in 
the morning before five o'clock, in a situation imminently dan- 
gerous ; the symptoms advanced with rapidity, and in forty- 
eight hours, the balance of life and death hung suspended over 
ige : but Providence turned the scale in nty favour. This, 
however, was not till after a small portion of the black vomit in 
the basin had directed the prognosis of my physiciau to the 
alternative of despair. 

, The fever continued to rage till December, when the winds, 
which, during the hurricane season, blow from all quarters of 
the compass,* resumed their usual eastern station, and began to - 
blow steadily. As the sun begins to return from the south to- 
wards the equator, the trade-wind always fixes itself to the 
northward of east, and blows strong and cool, wafting on its 
wings the seeds of life and health. The approprirtte name of 
the Doctor has been given to this auspicious wind ; for, at its 
approach, the pestilence retires, and the languid convalescents 
inhale new spirit and vigour. The climate of this island be- 
comes then for two months (January and February) salubrious 
and delightful ; the tropical fruits are in maturity, and all nature 
feels the cheering influence of this heavenly breeze. When the 
sun reaches the equator, in March, the wind comes round by 
degrees towards the south-east ; the heat consequently increases, 
till the rainy aeason again sets-in, when it is at its greatest height. 
In the intervals of the rain, the force of the sun is intolerable, 
particularly when the trade-wind begins to fail. 

I have noticed the circumstance ot the uniform length of the 
days, from six in the morning to six in the evening, but it may 
not be amiss to observe, that the newcomer to these islands will 
feel himself surprised at the sudden disappearance of light on 
the setting of the sun, there being little or no twilight, and in 
less than a quarter of an hour it becomes quite dark. 

No sooner is this darkness established, than the ear is saluted 
with a loud, shrill, piercing noise, that may be heard not only over . 
the isliind, but even to some distance at sea. This proceeds from 
myriads of grasshoppers dispersed over the country, and it'con- 
tinues agreat part of the night. I know not what unaccountable 
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prepossession baS attributed this clamour to the lizurds^ for mast 
strangera go away with that notion. But noihing can be more 
erroneous, for lizards have not the power of emitting; the small- 
est sound ; whereas one of these grashoppers, which are riot 
more than three inches in length, confined in a room, would 
deafen any person by its sonoroas note. I have been often dis- 
turbed by ihem in the country, getting yito my bed-room ; for; 
the moment the candle was ^tinguished, they set up such a airi, 
as would set at defiance the most earnest propensity to sleep. 
There is no remedy, unlciss the animal should voluntarily retire, 
but to procure a light and search for it ; nor is this search very 
easy, for the creature is silent the moment the light appears,' 
and shifts his quarters; nor, while there is any light, will be dis- 
cover himself by his note. But if by a mistaken supposition, 
after a thorough search, that he has gone out through the 
Jalousies, the votary of Morpheus should again retire to a falla- 
cious rest and extinguish his light, he will quickly learn that he 
must expect no repose till, having renewed the search, he suc- 
ceeds either in securing or driving out his troublesome inmate. 
These insects are some of them of a beautiful green colour, and 
resemble the same species in our own country, except in 
having large wings, which assist them greatly in their leaps, 
which are from ten to twenty yards; and enable them, as in 
England, to alter the line of their direction. They make, how* 
ever, but an imperfect use of these wings, since they frequently 
cannot help striking persons passing along the road. 

These however are not the most grievous annoyances in tlifs 
country, as they are only occasional and accidental visitors: but 
the truly fortnidable intruders, (to the new 'comer especially,)" 
though more minute, in bulk, are a lasting and serious evil ; — I 
mean the musquitoes. The bite of these diminutive insects is 
attended with so excessive an itching, that you cannot sleep^ 
and scratching the part affected will produce more serious con-, 
sequences; inflammation, and, not unfrequently, ulceration. £ 
have seen many individuals suffer greatly from the musquitoes,' 
which are far more troublesome than the bugs; and of these last 
tliere is no deficiency. 

Whilst spealcing of nuisances, the cock-roach must not he 
Qmitted ; this hideous and fetid insect thrusts itself not only into 
the bed-room, but into the dishes at table, purticularly in the 
rainy season. The smell which they excite is most offensive. 
I was recommended to a singular method of preventing theje 
intrusion during the night, which was to secure one of theni by 
a piece of thread fastened to a pin stuck in the bolster : the con, 
tinual fluttering of the insect round tiie pin will deter the otliei-s 
from approaching. This indeed answered the purpose, but the 
Voyages and Travels, No. 6, /W. Hi it. 
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buzzing of the creature all night, was in itself no small nui- 
sance. 

There is another species of cock-roach very frequent here, 
and more disgusting in appearance tlian the preceding, bat less 
obtrusive ; these are called knockers, on account of the noise 
they make in the night, not unlike a person's knocking gently 
on a table with his knuckles. It is a kind of rap, with respect to 
the number and time of its pulsations, resembling that given by 
a footman at the ball-door, on the arrival of the carriage ; not- 
loud enough, however, to wake out of sleep, though sufficient 
to prevent the sleep of any one not acquainted witn the cause. 
It seems to be a kind of signal between the sexes, as I have con- 
Gtantly perceived two pretty near each other on this occasion, 
but I nev^r was able to discover by what phy^cal apparatus the 
knocking was produced. 

Amongst other formidable obnoTiious insects, the centipede 
deserves to be recorded. Most readers are acquainted with the 
form of this insect, and with the venom of its bite j I shall only 
add that no house can be said to be altogether free front them. 
Like all other insects, they abound most in the rainy rttasou* 
and come out of their holes in the niglit. Having been bitten 
by them, I can affirm with confidence, that their powers of mo- 
lestation have been greatly overrated, as they do not exceed 
those of a wasp in the mother-country An officer in the house 
where I was, walking in the gallery one evening, accidentally 
laid his hand on one of these insects, which instantly bit him on- 
•the finger. Became into the drawing-room smarting with the 
pain, and highly indignant at the impudence of the insect. He 
took me into the gallery, to convince me that be had only laid 
his hand gently on the rail, and was bitten. To exemplify the 
fact more minutely, he placed the other band on the same 9pot„ 
when, to his astonishment, the centipede, who remained at his 
post, gave him another specimen of his audacity, by biting that 
siso. 

But there is another annoyance much more formidable, thougk 
not very common here; — I mean the scorpion. 1 once ampu- 
tated the leg of a seaman who was stung on the toe by one, but 
•o deadly was the venom, that it spread rapidly through the 
whole frame. The muscles of the leg and thigh made up a mass 
of putrefaction, nor could any distinction of them be perceived.. 
I had made the first incision a little above the knee, with tbe 
hope of preserving the poor fellow's life, but the gangrene 
having extended stdl further, I was obliged to begin the opera- 
tion againconsiderably higher; all, however, was useless; and he 
died within eight or ten hours. There must, I conceive, have 
been something singular or morbid in this man's blood or con- 
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stitotion^ as the above is the only ioatance I ever heard of, wherein 
the sting of the scorpion has proved fatal.- 

A stranger in this country can scarcely help shewing symp^ 
toms of horror at the appearance and fij^ure of the enormous 
spiders which it produces: they are, however, perfectly harm, 
less, and are sunered to remaiu undisturbed, as they are the 
natural enemy of the centipede. Amongst the numerous species 
of liiiards, there is one much dreaded by the inhabitants, though 
the smallest of them all, on account of a very singular property 
it possesses. If this little animal (for it freijuently is not more 
diantwo (H* three inches in length), happen lo tall upon any 
part of the human body, it instantly fastens upon the skin, and 
that in such a manner, as to resist all attempts to remove it en- 
tire. It seems to do this from fright ; but tiie fright of the per- 
son upon whnm it bus so fastened, is commonly not less than 
that of the animal itself. They can only remove it by cuttinjf 
■off the fore fiset with a pair of scissors. 

The ants of this country may be reckoned among its nuU 
tances: their numbers are incredible, and no place is secure 
from them. Their ingenuity and industry are not a little sur- 
prising, 1 have often watched their motions with great~interest. 
Frequently have I seen them carrying oif a piece of meat or 
some dead insect or reptile, whose weight must have been tea 
^mes that of all their collected force, if they can carry it 
.ftway, they never eat any part of it till they have removed the 
whole \ but, if prevented by any obsiacle, they preceed to de- 
sour it on the spot. A dead cock-roach they carry off with 
ease; and I have seen them even move a small lizard. But ths 
igacity of these marauders exceeds their strength, and well 
Pigested must be the contrivance that can elude tlieir depreda- 
tions. It is customary to put sugar, and otlier articles they are 
fond of, into a plate full of water, so as to insulate the vessel. 
This presents an insuperable barrier for the time ; but their in- 
genuity soon suggests the means of overcoming this difficulty. 
I have observed them to drag straws and other light substances 
to the windward-side of, the dish or plate, when the chances 
are in favour of one or more of them being blown into it, so as 
to form a sort of bridge, by meaas of which tliey may arrive at 
the object of their search. Although not more thun a dozeit 
are seen employed on this service, yet, no sooner is the com- 
municatioo e!itabliBhed,tlian hundreds are found to tuke advan- 
tage of It. Thiese minute insects are the best dissectors in the 
world ; they will, in the course of a night, leave a most beau- 
tiful skeleton of a large lizard, without fi grain of flesh upon 
the booes. 

^itj^ough it is If ot my intention to despanf on the natural his- 
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tory of this counlry, 1 wish to notice snch particulars as prin- 
cipally attratt the atteotion of the stranger. Amongst these, , 
fife hummin?-bird deservedly obtains a distinguished place: 
nothing can oe more beautiful than its plumage, Or more ete> 
gant than its form. There is a shrub in this island called the 
£arbatloes' pride, one of the most beautiful vegetable produc- 
tions that can anywhere be seen: it is much cultivated here, 
near the houses of the rich. Its superb flowers are trumpet- 
shaped ; and the elegant little bird just mentioned, is coutinu- 
ally seen, with ils long beak inserted into the blossoms, hovering 
in the air, and, by the rapid motion of its wings, producing a 
humming kind of sound. The colour of this bird is a dark- 
green; trie splendour of which, and the elegance of its form, 
transcend all conception. They frequently fly into bou^s, 
^ipecially if any favourite plants are kept there ; but they soon 
tdie, if confined. 

I cannot pass over without noticing here a very singular in- 
sect, which is everywhere to be seen, so that it is difficult to 
keep a house clear of them. The inhabitants call them the 
'mason-bee, and with great propriety; for they collect mud and 
clay, and therewith construct a kind of nest on the ceiling of 
the room, in which they deposit their eggs: but such is their, 
sagacity, that they flx upon the spots where the eggs of the 
large spider above-mentioned are found. When they have 
completed their masonry, leaving a small hole to go in and out, 
"they deposit their own eggs, and then close-up the orifice. . 
This nest, when finished, is about the size of a hen's egg, and 
is the entire production of two insects not larger ihan an iLitglish 
wasp, who complete their work in the space of two or tnree 
days. The young spiders form the natural food of this insect 
at first ; but, when strong enough, they will eat their way 
-'through the side of the nest, and soon set to work about raising 
one for themselves, 

The animals and plants here noticed are common to all the 
West-India Islands, although I have arranged them under the 
descriptioii' of Barbadoes. On being. appointed to a ship, I had 
opportunities, in the course of a short time, of visiting mo5t of 
the Leeward Inlands ; and 1 think the journal which I kept dur- 
ing a cruize of three months, will be found to convey some 
miscellaneous information, that will be interesting to the gene- 
ral reader. I have given it just as it was written down on the 
ppot, every evening,' during my ejicursion. 
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jfpril ]6th. — Was appointed, from the Royal Naval Hospi- 
tal at Barbadoes, to be surgeon of his Majesty's sloop Nimrod, 
then lying in Carlisle-bay, R. Bourchier, esq. commander. 

Friday, 22. — Being ready for sea, and ordered to cruize in the 
Mona Passage, between Porto Rico and St. Domingo, weighed 
at sun-iet, in company with his Majesty's stoop Cherub, and 
stood towards Martinique. 

Sunday, 24.- — Had a view of the south-east end of Martinique, 
with the Diamond-rock at a distance ; the country very beauti- 
fully diversilied with hilts and vales, highly cultivated ; many 
oi'the estates, as in Barbadoes, very romantically situated. 

Monday, 25. — Off the north end of Martinique. The land 
very high and picturesqae,butthe country appears rafher barren. 
A vecy remarkable rock is to be observed at a great distance 
from the land : it is very conspicuous, and resembles a sail so 
much, as to be easily mistaken for one at a few miles distance. 

7^u«j(/ay, 26.— Becalmed all day off the Saints, a cluster of 
small islands belonging to the French: Guadaloupe and Domi- 
nica in sight. Went in chace of, and spoke, his Majesty's brig 
Woolverine, and were informed of an action having beoti 
fought there the day before, between two French men-of-war 
brigs and his Majesty's sloop Goree; in which the Goree re- 
ceived considerable damage, as well as the brigs, which ran into 
the Saints. 

Wednesday, 27. — A breeze sprung up early this morning, and 
we made all sail "to the westward, sincerely wishing to fall-in 
with the French brigs. At noon, saw Santa-Cruz, at a great 
distance. Towards evening strong breezes cume on, and 
brought us within sight of Porto Rico, We stood close m to- 
ivards its south-east extremity, and were soon gratified with a 
close view of this most beautiful country. It is impossible to 
convey any idea of the scenery by description. The lofty 
mountains are thickly covered with wood, even to their sum- 
niits ; and on their sloping sides are presented the richest va- 
riety of forest-scenery 1 ever witnessed.. A few scattered huts 
appeared here and there through the shrubbery, and in one of 
the bays we observed a small town. We stood .out again at 
sun-set, and encountered a very heavy gale of wind during the 
night. 

Thursday, 28.~-Continued to blow bard all day 3 weather 
very thick, land scarcely visible. Stood off aod on. 
3 
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Fridajf, 2g. — Weather clearer, but still strong breezes ; bore 
op, and stood to ths-west. Saw a schooner and sloop coming 
down upon us before the wind, with all sail set; hauled our 
wind immediately, and went in chace. Left the Cherub in the 
chace, being a heavy s^ler. We had previously agreed to 
share prize-money together during the cruize. Towards even. 
JDg lost fiigbt of the schooner ; weather very thick. Gained 
considerably |upon the sloop. At sun.set, she caoie to an anchor 
under the land, but soon after weighed i^ain. Continued the 
chace till we lost sight of her ia the dark. Very squally during 
the night. 

Saturday^, 30. — About 10 A.M. again gained sight of the sloop 
about three miles to windward, and went in chace. She stood 
close in shore, and we pursued her with the greatest eagerness, 
not without hazard, as the coast was,unknown to usj out her 
appearance was altogether so suspicious, that we did not enter- 
tain the least doubt of her being a prize, and began to fancy 
Iter freighted with dollars. After a chace of a little more thaa 
two hours, we were withiu gun-shot, and gave a hint, by means 
of <»ie of our bow-chasers, that we wished her to hsave-to. 
Our intentions were understood, for we saw him instantly back 
his topsail, and tie-to. We were not, however, satisged to 
stand so close in as was necessary to board him ; but, by an- 
other shot, sent just a-head of him, intimated that we wished 
him to coDie out. He instantly complied; and, to our great 
disappointment, we discovered that be had hoisted English 
colours. We nevertheless boarded, hoping she might prove a 
smuggler. The master, with all his officers and papers, were 
sent on-board the Nimrod, and the vessel searched. By her 
papers, it appeared that she was a privateer, cleared out from 
Toitola, to carry one gun and ten men, but bad on-board four 
guns and thirty-one men ; on which account we thought proper 
to detain her, and take her with us down to -the commodore 
(Cherub), who bad appointed the rendezvous at Cape Roxo. 
The privateer was likewise bound for the same station, but we 
nevertheless took her in tow. We learned from the master of 
this vessel, that they were in search of two Spanish feluccas, of 
which they bad received information, and that they had already 
chased one ; that he expected to find one or both of tbem in 
Ponce-rbay, a small harbour to leeward. 

After having towed the sloop several hours, some of the offi- 
cers proposed to the captain to 5end in boats at night to Ponce- 
bay, and cut out whatever they might find. This proposal was 
immediately acceded to, and a boat was dispatched to the sloop^ 
in tow for a pilot. We soon found one very willing and e^er 
to undertake the xzak : he informed us th^t we w«^ certam <^ 
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finding small vesselti always in the bay, and appeared very con- 
fident that one or both the feluccas were there at that mumenc. 
We therefore made all sail tonardi the Dead-man's Chest, a rock 
so called, from its singular shape, whichlies about three leagues 
from the main-land, and nearly a-hreast of the bay where we 
wished to go. This rock, when seen from a distance, appears 
a flat surface, almost level with the surface of the water ; but, 
on a nearer approach, it assumes a regular shape, which has 
been compared, by one of the Spanish fathers who first visited 
the country, to a table with a coffin lying upon it ; whence it 
has its name, in Spanish el Casa di Muertt, which means nothing 
more than a coffin, but, literally translated, is the Dead-man's 
chest, its present English name. The idea is gloomy, but the 
resemblance appeared to me very striking. We passed within 
half a cable's-length of its southern extremity, and came to 
anchor very near it oa its western side, just after sun-set. A 
competition now took place between the men and officers vo- 
lunteering for the service of the night, Jo go into the bay, and 
cut out whatever might be found in it, and very great expecta- 
tions were formed of success. The entrance of this little har- 
bour is defended by a fort of four guns ; and, that danger past*, 
there was nothing else to fear. The officers appointed to con- 
duct the enterprize were, Mr. Fitzpatrick, the first lieutenant, 
and Mr. Clarence, the purser, in the yawl, with the [»lot ; Mr. 
Stevenson, master. In the gig ', the only boats we had : a small 
boat from the privateer followed, with Mr. Edwards, master's 
mate; in all about twenty men, armed with muskets, pistols, 
and cutlasses. Thus equipped, they left the ship aboi^ nine 
o'clock, leavtbg us in great anxiety for the event. 

We learned from the pilot, that the whole of the south coast 
of Porto Rico is very safe of access, and that the dangers are all 
visible. The country is very thinly inhubited, and there are a 
number of excellent narbours for small vessels. The privateer 
frequently sent boats ashore, ^id purchased stock from the na- 
tives, which is very cheap and pleutiful. The whole island, 
which is one htindred miles long, is one immense forest, and 
abounds with wild cattle, hogs, goats, &c. 

At day-ligbt the next morning, we were all anxiety tor the 
ftte of our boats, when Mr, Edwards, who had been in the pri- 
raieer's boat, came along-side, and informed us that he had 
parted company from the yawl and gig in the middle of the 
night, and, not being able to find them again, had returned to 
the ship: he had seen no shipping or boats of any kind. This 
information did not in the least relieve our uneasiness: a largo 
fire had been seen ashore in the middle watch, and some of the 
men asserted that they heard the firing of musqueiry. Mr. 
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Eftwartis was accorditigly dispatched on-board the privateer, to 
desire them lo get immediately under-weigh, and stani^ close ■ 
in-sbore, to look Tor the boats ; and likewise to examine all the 
small bays, to look for any vessels that might be lying at 
anchor. 

At Eun-rise, we hailed the most delightful prospect imagina- 
ble: the ship was lying close to the Dead-chest, which haj 
assumed a less sombroiis. appearance tliaii that of a coffin. It 
is, in fact, a very beautiful hill, covered with wood to its top ; 
abounds with wild goats, which, we could see from the ship 
climbing the precipices, and with a great variety of tropical 
birds. On the other side, we were gratified with the view of 
the lofty summits of the mountains of Porto ttico, peeping above 
^beclouds, whilst their umbrageous sloping sid^s, looking to- 
irards the rising sun, presented an endless variety of the most 
animated scenery. We could not but regitt that so large and 
fine an island should be so badly cultivated and inhabited ; for 
scarcely one-third part of it can be suid to be either one or the 
other. It was not till eight o'clock that our boats were disco- 
vered from the mast-head, puUiitg in-shore, six or seven miles 
to leeward. At nine we got the ship uiider-weigh, and stood 
down towards the boats, which reached us between ten and 
eleven. 

By the report of Lieutenant Fitzpatrick, it appeared, that they 
Iiad gone straight to their place of destination, and had exa- 
mined the hay of Ponce; but not a vessel of any description 
was to be found in it. On entering the bay, the yawl grounded 
just under the four-gun battery, and within twenty yards of tBe 
mouths of the guns. The Spaniards, however, were aq com- 
fortably asleep, that the accident was never known to them. 
After having finished their examination here, they proceeded 
to another bay, about six miles to leeward, defended by a bat- 
tery of six guns ; which they likewise passed without being 
discovered. Their success here, however, was no better than 
at Ponce ; not a vessel of any description was to be seen. The 
boats would now have returned, but that the stnall boat belong- 
ing to the privateer was missing, and their delay was occasioned 
by th^ search tor her. Mr. Stevenson in the gig, pulling 
along-shore, discovered the remains of a fire in the wood, not 
£ar from the beach ; and, supposing the small boat might have 
landed there, and have lighted a fire, went ashore at tne spot, 
and found that it was a small hut for the drying of fish, and that 
'^.some of the natives had left the hre burning all night. He now 
hoped that, by increasing the 6re, it might serve as a direction 
to Mr, Edwards; and accordingly we heaped-up materials to- 
gether, which were the dried blossoms of the cocoa-nutj and, 
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fet tbem on fire. The flames spredd so rapiflty, that, ih spite 
of all their efforts, they quickly commiintcated to thehut^ and 
afterwards to the tieighbouring bushes. 

The boats at day-liglit continued their searc"h, boarded seve- 
ral of the fishing-boats, and spake with some of the natives; but 
could gain no intelligence of their companion. The Spaniards 
appeared to be tolerably friendly, and sold some trifling articles 
to our officers. 

"We now continued to run down the coast, at the distance of 
about two miles. On passing the email battery at Ponce-bay, 
the Spaniards, to give us some idea of their travery, fired one 
gun at us, and we observed a very great bustle at thefr fort ; 
but.passed on, without taking any notice of their fire, not a little 
chagrined at finding no vessels in their Ijarbours. Some of the 
fishermen informeJ our pilot that a felucca had sailed frotfi 
Ponce two days before, and tliey believed she was still in a bay 
to leeward. We here parted with our privaiteer, which we had 
detained, and continued oar course along^-share to the west- 
ward. We were frequently becalmed after noon, and fre- 
quently were assailed by sudden gusts of wind, from three or 
iourdifl^erent points of the compass, in the Space of five minutes; 
sometimes from two different points at the same moOient. 
About two o'clock, the mountains of Porto Hico presented k. 
scene truly sublime : their summits were buried in black clo'Ud!^ 
while the rain poured in torrents down their sides; and vivid 
flashes of iightninw broke incessantly through the black glcJoff)^ 
to increase tne awfulness of tlie scene. The vallies, in the iheaQ- 
time, reverberated the deep and tremendous peals of thunders 
which rolled without intermission on the mountain-tops. This 
grand landsc^e we contemplated at the distance of three q\ 
four miles; while we enjoyed, at the same time, a bright un- 
clouded Bun, an ocean as smooth as glass, and an atmosphere 
not agitated by the least breath of wind. Tfie privateer was at 
the same moment encountering a very heavy squall, not ttvo 
miles from us; — a phenomenon pretty common between the 
tropics. This spectacle continued more than an hour, wheh 
another very surprising phenomenon attracted our attention;—^ 
it was a water. spout. I had never been able to conceive berore 
how a water-spout was formed, but had now an excellent op- 
portunity of observing it from its very commencement. - It 
began close alongside the ship by a whirlwind, which put the 
water into a rapid circular motion, forming a whirlpool, with ft 
deep depression in its ceutre like a well : the diameter of its 
vortex appeared to me to be about eight yards. On the cir^ 
fumfe'rence of the well the water began to be elevated, &t first 
slowly, and, as' it were, in foam; but, having gained an ^levatiou 
Voyages and Travels, No,&; Vol. if. f 
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of ^igbt or ten feet, it rose rapidly to ughty or a hundred feet, 
preientJug the vppearance i^ a round tower, as big as an ord&r 
nary church-steeple wboae walls are whirled round with incoir- 
ceivable rapidity. The whole moved on very swiftly, sotneV 
tiooes in one direction and goinetimes in another. It sometiiqei 
distppeared, tlien fonned again instantaneously. We had jusif 
got a g^a ready to &re into it, when the whole fabric fell down, 
add we saw it no more. 

We now discovered a sail a-head of us, which proved to be' 
the Cherub ; wc accordingly made sail down to her, and joined 
her l^ut seven o'clock. 

Minf &2. — Continued coasting along to the westward, 
Abwit iO tr. m. were off Guanico, a small harbour in a bay of 
that satne, where it was possible that the felucca we were in 
Hfcarcfa of might lie. The commodore was anxious to examine 
the harbour; but, being all uiiacquainted with the coast, we 
did not know how far we might go with safety. Mr. Steven- 
Boii, the master, was ordered to go in a boat, and take sound- 
iDgi near the sbove } and I requested permission to accompany 
him, o6ering at the same time to go into the harbour and takb 
a plan of it. This request was complied with ; and our boat 
. was accordingly armea, that, if any vessel should be found iir 
ttie harbour, we might board her and bring her out. After 
providing ourselves with the necessary apparatus for taking 
plans, we proceeded towards the shore. We soon found the 
vutrance oi the harbour, between two lofty bluff points, a- pas^ 
bsge of le-ss than a quarter of a mile in breadth. The liind ap- 
peared delightfully pleasant as we approached if: the mouD' 
tains, as in the other parts of the island, were covered with 
wood, but in the same wild uncultivated state as when first dis- 
covered by Columbus. After taking proper soundings in the 
bay, we entered the pass^e that It^ds into the harbour. It 
was doDut half-a-mile in length, and bounded on each side by 
Isfty bills, which /ormed a truly romantic prospect. This led 
Tis into a basin of smootb water, about four miles irr cireuou 
ference, eorrounded with high mountains, and defended front 
every wind; but not a vetsel of any description could we dis. 
cover, Wp now proceeded to the shore, where we observed 
some Spaniards iu the buabes watching us ; hut, as we could 
oply perceive four of them, we hinded without fear. They ap- 
proached us seemingly with great caution, and saluted us very 
politely in Spanish, standing without their bats, which we de> 
<ired tbem to put on. Their appearance, notwithstanding their 
^poHte mode of accosting us, was a little suspicious, as they 
were all arnied with »words ; and I Doderstood Uota the only 
•ne who had the «eiii9|;e to speak to us, that tbej were sentriei 
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tfb guard. We thought it very probable that they liad fire-afnw 
concealed in the bushes, as well as more men'; and, as we wct« 
CO rng to employ our men in cutting wood for the ship's uso, we 
desired them to take their arms on shore. At the sight of oiir 
fire-arms, three out of the four Spaniards rantihed ; the fourth, ' 
wbe was the leader of them, I detained, assuring him that we ' 
had no hi>stite- intention. Another boat was now coming with 
Captains Rarenshaw and Bourchier from the two ships; and I 
wished to get all the information I could from this Spaniard, 

Though the spot where we were was so admirably adapted by 
nature fir navigation and commerce, baring a harbour which 
our ships could have entered with ease and safety, and where 
a'iiundt^ sail of shipping might'securcly ride, yet notahouse of 
atiykind could be seen, unlessasmall open hut on the beach may 
deserve such a name. The Spaniard assured us that his house was 
four miles distant ; but that, I believe, was only to deter us from 
going to it. I have no doubt but there are many huts in the 
woods close to the water.sicle, but so concealed by the bushes, that 
■we could not see them ; and we did not wish to explore tha 
woods any farther than was necessary for cutting down what 
we wanted for the ship, as we knew the Spaniards were not to 
be tf nsted. We had also observed several fishing-canoes upon ' 
^e qand, which conviniied us there were more thbabitdlta». 
After qoestioning the Spaniard ks we thought proper, atid find- 
ing we cuuld gain little intelligence from him', and neither 
poultry nor any kind of provision, we let him go, and sat down 



to partake of some refreshment that we had brought on-shore. 
After this, the captains jeturhed to their ships, Wvine i 
complete our observations and our wooding. While the 



^ere employed in cutting their wood, I penetrated a little into 
the bushes, and discovered a beaten track^ where I coukl per- 
ceive the footsteps of horses, and believe it was the road to the 
town of Guanico, which the Spaniard assured us was eight miles 
distant ; but I think it could not be above two or three. 

We did not perceive any fruit-trees growing in the part of 

. tht wood where we were, but were informed by the Spaniant 
that there were plenty up the country. In the woods we aaw ' 
parrots, gome wild doves of a beailtiful pluinage, and a number 
of very handsome small birds ; as also a great many lizards, 

. and particularly tiic large species whicb the Spaniards call 
guana. They are very terrific in their aspect and appearance, 
much resembling a young erocodile, from two tn four feet long; 
they move with amazing swiftness, but are perfectly barmleB!^ 
The inhabitants eat them, and consider them asagreat delicacy. 
The parrots are lifcewifie commonly eaten : they are the large 
green species. Tike natives that we spoke with would not sup. 
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ply us vitb any single article, either of curiosity or; provif^on^ft 
and I was apprehensive that they had only disappeared, to col- , 
]ect.agreater number, and attack usfrom the w.qmIs, where they . 
night have done us considerable mischief, without much riik 
on their part. From these considerations, we hastened to com- 
plete our survey, and returned to the ship. 

Tuesday, Zd. — Came to an anchor off Cape Roxo. The 
Cherub parted company, to go on a cruise to the southwardy 
and we prepared to send sway our yawl, in company with a. 
pinnace from the Cherub, to cruise in the Mona Passage for ' 
eight days, putting a brass six-pounder in her bow, to command, 
respect. 

iVedneiday , A^th. — About nine o'clock, the yawl left the ship, 
under the command of Lieutenant Browne, and Mr. Clarance, 
purser, in the pinnace, equipped and victualled for eight days. 

Thursdm/, 5(A.— Employed in painting the ship, 

Sunday, 8tA. — Chased and boarded a schooner, which proved 
to be English, from Curagoa, bound to Antigua. The master 
WAS brought on-board, and found, to his astonishment, that he. 
liad mrstakeu the south-west end of Porto Rico for the island of 
Sfinta Cruz, a distance of more than a hundred miles to leeward 
of bis reckoning. This intelligence was not much raJished, as , 
his cargo consisted chiefiy of asses, and their fodder was, 
nearly expended, which he was going to replenish at Santa 
Cruz. It is to be feared that many of them would die of hun- 
ger before they could reach that place. 

Jn the afternoon spoke the Galatea frigate, who informed us. 
that they had fallen m with our boats, who had chased tbem. 
itpd fired muskets at them, supposing the ship to be a merchant- 
Inan> We learned likewise from them, that live boats belong-. 
iijg to the Melampus and two other ship^, had been sent into a. 
Spanish harbour in the Mona Passage, to cut out some vessels 
they saw there, but miscarried, withtbe loss of the first-lieutenant, 
a marine officer of tbe Melampus, and nine men killed by the 
fife from the batteries. 

Monday, 9th. — Fell in again with the Cherub, and learned, 
that she Had been chasing aFreuch schooner privateer, and tbat. 
the crew, in attempting to run her ashore, had been prevented 
by the Cherub's launch, which was cutting wood. The French, , 
after firing one or two swivels, left their vessel, which was taken, 
possession of and manned by the Cherub. She is called La 
Vaillante, and was armed with only swivels and musquetoons. 
Every soul on-board bad abandoned her, except a sick man, 
who died next day ; and no papers of any kind could be found 
in ber but the signal-book, from which we learned the name of- 
the vessel ^ and} whjit was more, importaat, obtained fosses&ioi^ 
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.of acodeof-signals, which may be-of service heraafter, asrthey. 
appear to be of general use amona; the privateers. An order 
^as likewUe found in the signal-book from the master of the port, 
pf Basise Terr6, Guadaloiipe, by which we found her name to be 
La Vaillante, Capitain Dubois. There were likewise the sig- 
nal-flags of another schooner called La Bien Ajm^e. Tha 
schooner now serves as a tender for the two ship3. 

Wednesday, Wth. — Being as far to windwtird as the Deadr 
chest, we bore up for Cape Koxo, to look out for our boats.. 
Chased and spoke an English schooner from Curasoa, bountl> 
to Tortola. 

Thursday, Mtk, — At eight this morning our boats cams 
alongside, tiavliig completed their eight days' cruise, Thoogii 
tbey had effected nothing, they brought us tolerably correct ia* 
formation as to the country, its inhabitants, its harbours, &c. 
It appears that, on the first ciay of their cruise, they, fell in with * 
the English sloop privateer which we had been in company; 
with betore, and, attended by a boat's crow from them, hadgoaa 
on shore. They found a number of Spanish huts near the spot 
where they landed, whose inhabitants fled at their approach : it. 
seems, they have been often plundered by boats from the difie-i 
rent men-of-war; and they are naturally great cowards. Our 
boats' crews proceeded to shoot the bullocks which run wild ia 
the woods, and are found in great numbers every-where in the 
island ; and, having killed as many as served their purpose, re-i 
turned to their boats, without any interruption from the Spa*, 
niards. In a subsequent attempt, however, of the same kind, 
some Spaniards, armed and mounted, attacked and tired upon 
them, and drove them to the beach. They then pursued their. 
Course to the northward, along the west end of the island, goin^ 
ashore occasionally for a supply of provisions, but sleeping, 
always in their boats. . In one place, standing too close in-shore. 
in the evening, tbey were fired at, and an alarm was given, by; 
sounding horns, to the neighbouring inhabitants. They ob-. 
served two barks and a felucca at anchor in a bay called Mar-^ 
garie, defended by a battery of eight guns. \X was here that 
the boats of the Melampus had met with such ill success a iewf. 
d.ays before ; and our boats being informed of the circumstance^ 
did not think proper to attempt any thing more than sounds 
ing in the channel, which runs within a very extensive reef.. 
Having finished their observatians, they proceeded round the 
north-west end of Porto Kico, and, being short of water, 
hoisted a flag of truce, and went ashore. The commandanC 
of this place received them -very politely, took them to hia 
house, and gave the officers who landed a dinner. He wa« a, 
planter, and appeared tp bold some colonial command in the. 
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iieTglilKinTbDod where he lived, as a number of armed Spaniard 
KSseinbledat his house on seeing the boats, most of tbemmounu , 
cd, and some of them very elegantly caparisoned. There was 
at the honm a negro girl, who spoke a little English, and servetl 
far an interpreter. After they had dined, the commandant in- : 
formed onr officers that he wished them to depart, as be wa» 
every moment in expectation uf ttre captain-general, as he 
flyTe(i him, and it would not be advisable for them to be seen 
•K shore. On returning to their boats, they observed some 
Spaniards in the bnshes deliberately taking aim at them with 
their muskets; this they pointed out to the Spaniards in com- 
pmiy with them, who instantly made a signal to them not to 
are, and they (lisappeared. On arriving at their boats, they . 
fennd the generous commandant had sent them down a fat goat 
amfsome milk. Taking leare of the Spaniaids, tbey shaped 
their coarse to the southward, and landed on the island of 
^Kcbeo, uninhabited, and distant about four miles from the. 
■Ba!f»-land. Here they found a number of goals and no disturb- 
ance from the Spaniards, wbidi proved very desirable to onr 
men^ who began to feel harassed, from being constantly nigtkC 
xnddayin the boats. After remaning a night on the isfand, 
they continued ih«r course to the southward, to fall in with the 
ship, maiing observations on the coast as they went along,. 
g«mgashore occasionally for bullocks and calves for their own 
vse, and sometimes plundering the fishing-boats for 6sli, and 
inter, which was growing very short ; it being very difficult l<t . 
procure any on the coast. 

t'Tiday, litk. — hi i p.m. came to at|chor close to the Dead-^ 
chest, not more than a quarter of a mile from the shore. We 
bad stood within a cable's-length of the beach before we l^t gcr 
the anchor. Went ashore in Uie evening, and found the whole 
island covered with an almost impenetrable thicket : a lofty and 
beantifol bill rose on the weather-side of the island, wliich we 
felt a great desire to explore, as we Vn«w it to ahoiind in goats^ 
and fixed on the next morning for our excursion. Saw a num- 
ber of shells on the shore, hut none in a good state of preser-r 

■ iSaturdta/j 14(A-. — Landed again on the DeadTche^t at day-r 
light, and supposing the foot ot the mountain not to be a qaar- 
ter of a ipilefromus, we resolved on going through the tliicket. 
Tliere were three of us in company, Capt. Bburchier, Mr. 
Clarance the purser, and rayself; and taking two men, witl^ 
hatchets and cuilasses, we began to cut our way through tb^ 
thicket. We soon found that we had not very accurately esti- 
mated the difficulties attending our enterprise: after cuttinjr 
Mrar the bushes, and pushing through them, ^ttJie expeuae of 
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OUT skin, for above an hour, we found ourselves a{U>arently ^ 
(ar as ever from the mountain. This not a little (Tisheartened 
ws, as we were excessively fatigued by the exertion we had un- 
dergone; having to carry heavy muskeU and cartridge- boxes, 
aud to exert ourselves very much in cutting away and pushing, 
through the bushes. We nevertheless contiiiued our exertions^ 
and presently bud the satisfaction to liear the surge beating' 
upon the rocks, which appeared to be almost under our feet. 
This sound was tremendous, but it adbrded us no small satisfac- 
tion, as we found that we wens near the sea on the opposite side 
of the island ; so, collecting all our strength, we cut our way 
through to it. . We found now a very good path along the sea- 
side to the foot of the mountain, but Capt. Bourchier was so 
fttigued, that he resolved to go no farther. I was no less fatigued, 
but anxious to seethe top ot the mountain. 1 prevailed on the 

Eurser to accompany me, and to attempt the ascent. We s»~ 
icted the bed of a torrent as the most proper place, and began 
to ascend over large masses of rock which lay loose on the side 
of the precipice, and threatened to roll down with us, if we vea- 
tured upon them. However, we arrived without accident to 
jiu eminence about half-way up the mountain^ and, as our di&- 
calties increased, I could not prevail on the purser to proceed 
any further, and indeed so great was our fatigue, tliat I do not 
believe we could possibly have accomplished our purpose. A 
head-ache too, which now began to grow violent upon me, 
made me decide on returning : on our way back, however, 
we did not return through the woods, as we had come, but went 
round the beach, — a much easier march, though somewhat far- 
ther. On coming to the place where we landed, we found the 
captain bathing, and accompanied him to a small detached 
island, forming the extreme point of the Dead-chest, and sepa-r 
rated from the rest by a reef of rocks, covered with the water. 
Thisappears at a distance like a green field; on landing, we 
found it covered with samphire, and abounding in a great variety 
of birds: among others, we observed a great number of pelicans, 
and ^ot at some of them flying, but wit'hdut success, as we had 
only musket-balls. After gathering a few corals and shells oti 
the shore, we returned on-board to breakfast, not a little fa- 
tigued by our excursion. A party of men were on shore, 
cutting wood for the ship, which duty being completed, we 
weighed, and made sail again for Cape Roxo. 

Anout 4p. m, saw a schooner to the southward, and went in 
chace, casting off the pinnace belonging to the Cherub, which 
was towing astern, putting a midshipman and six men in beri 
to keep her in-shore for the night. After a chace of three hours, 
in which we gained consitierably on the schooner, we lost sighc 



itized by Google 



J|a WalUr'i Voyage m the JVeit Indies. 

tJf her alt at once, it growing very ■&»tk ; -and suppose »be 
took<in all her sails to deceive us : siieliad every appearance «f 
l)eing an enemy. 

Sioidai/, ISth.—^ar boat returned on-boarii this (norning, 
informing us that two men had been left on shore, and could no( 
be found. The boat was dispatched ashore again after them, 
but returned without success ; it appeared afterivardsj that they 
bad deserted. 

AJondaj/, 16//*,— Observed a boatfiVied with w-afer, and hove-to, 
io fetch it on-board ; it appeared to be a merchantman's boat, 
and to have been some time in the water. On bailing oal the 
n-ater, -we found a number of small fish at the bottom j these 
had attracted a score of dolphins, whic^h n-ere playing rdnnti the 
boat, and continned to follow it. We instantly got out lines 
and hooks baited with the small fish, and, in less than half-ah' 
hour, four fine dolphins were hauled on-boafd. The dolpliin^ 
when dying, exhibits ^uch a spectacle as cannot well be ifna* 
gined ; the rapid succession of brilliant colours th&t takes place> 
is astonishing and deligbiful. The most striking are the gold' 
and stiver colours, which succeed to one another about the head 
of the fish; they exceed the finest gilding I have ever seen* 
The purple of the fins is likewise superior to any colours we 
■can prepure by art. The fish itself is about 3 or 4 feet long* 
wid*very good eating ; they frequently leap out of the water { 
and it is truly amusing to watch them, while in pursmt of their 
prey. 

Tuesday, nth. — At midnight, descried a sail on the weathtir- 
lieam, which, from her appearance, we took to be the Cherub: 
after sailing in company with her about half-an-hour, observed 
}ier to tack and make more sail. We lacked too, and made 
Sail enough to keep up with her. We discovered her to be a 
tno-masted vessel, and this made us think she might he one of 
the French men-of-war brigs we were daily expecting to see 
enter the Moha Passage, and which we had been all this time 
cruising to intercept. The hands were immediately turned up 
to quarters, and every' preparation made to give them a polite 
reception. After an hour's cliace, we saw ttie stranger lying- 
to a-head of us, within pistol-shot, and apparently prepared to 
receive us warmly. Our guns were primed, the men at their 
quarters, and nothing but the word of tommand wanted, to have 
sent a voUej' of destruction on -board the vessel, when, on com- 
ing up with her, we discovered her to be a schooner of a suspi- 
cious appearance; and knowing that a Spanish privateer 
hnswering to that description, armed wjth 14 guns, and well 
manned, was cruising in those seas, we still kept our formi* 
dable position, supposing she might fire a bro^iaide into ua> 
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l>efore she could discover the superLoritj of our force. We 
liaded ber, and bove-to under her quarter ; she answered witb 
hesitation, and apparently was muuh confused. After being 
-asked whence she came and whither bound, she at last answer- 
•ed from La Guyara to Trinidad. This absurd answer was given 
in such a manner, as convinced us she was a foreigner, and an 
enemy. It is so rare to meet with any thing but privateers, 
ihatwehad no doubt of tier being one, and accordingly we 
manned and armed two boats; in a few minutes they w«re 
a-board of ber, the marines being drawn up, on the poop, to 
icover the boarders, in case of resistance. Lieut. Browne was 
the ofEcer who boarded her; and be presently informed us, to 
•our great joy, tliat she was a Spanish schooner, with a cargo of 
hidesj cocoa, and indigo. The prisoners were immediately 
sent on-board the Nimrod, and we found her to be the Esther 
schooner, cleared out from La Guyara, and bound to TenerifTe. 
JNeither the officers nor men appeared disconcerted at this sud- 
den reverse of fortune. When our officers boarded them, the 
captain and mate were lying very coolly on the top of their 
companions, smoking segars. 

Wedneiday, lath. — Went on-board and examined the prize ; 
she proved to be a very fine vessel, copper-bottomed and fas- 
tened; found in her cabin some good wine and sweetmeats, 
with various serviceable articles for the mess i, also a few Spa- 
nish charts, &c> 

Among her papers were found some government dispatches, 
*'d many private letters. On looking over the invoice, the 
. CAp'uin pointed out a list of articles amounting to 1000 dollars, 
rem^il^JQ^ witb some emphasis, " Thdse mere mine;" then, 
shaking^^js head, lie observed very coolly, " It was the fortune 
of Avar ;" anj took no farther notice of the affiiir. 

At noon, sa>, j, schooner off Ciipe Roxo : went in cbace, and 
came up with hci in two hours; she proved to be the tender of 
tlie Start brig, which had beeu cruising sometime in the Mona 
Passage. 

Thursday, 19/A.— WeatVer perfectly calm; punished three 
men for plundering the prize, and three for other offences. 

For many nights past we had observed diflferent explosions of 
thunder and lightnnig on the mountains in-shorc, which never 
affected us, at the distance of three or four miles. They come 
on immediately after sun-set, and continue till about eight 
o'clock. Lithe inland part of the island [Porto Rico), they are 
never twenty-four hours without a thunder-storm. 

Saturday, 2 Ijf.— Fell in again with the Cherub; she had been 
down to Saint Domingo, in cbace, but had taken nothing. 
Continued cruising off Cape Roxo. 

ToYAGES ani 'Iiuvels, No. 6, Vol, II, o 
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. Sunday, 33d. — At day-light, the Cherul) mada a signal for an 
enemy; and, on standing in-shore, we saw a brig coming down 
before the wind. Finding we nere in cbace ot her, slie ran 
withinside a very exiensire and dangerous reef of coral rocks, 
where our ships could not follow her ; and, about seven a.m. 
we observed her run on shore. Our men were at quarters, hu p- 

f losing her to be a man-of-war ; but, on approaching nearer, 
ounuber to be a privateer, under Prench corours- Our boats 
were immediately manned and armed, and proceeded to attack 
her, under the command of Lieut. Fitzpatrick. The ship, in 
^he meantime, came to anchor off the reef. The passage 
through the rocks was both difficult and dangerous ; and, as sOon 
as the boats were abreast of the brig, she opened a (ire upon 
them ; this was returned from the ship, which was at anchor 
witbin gun-shot, and, having soon silenced her (ire, obliged the 
Spaniards to quit her. The noats were now approaching close^ 
and had likewise opened a tire upon her. 'X hay quickly took 
to their boat, after spiking their own guns, and taking ayvay 
as much of their property as the time would allow. She was 
immediately taken possession of; and, on examining her hold, 
was found to be loaded up to the hatches with cocoa, stowed in 
bulk. She was armed with two very long guns six-pounders, 
fourhowitzers, and agreat number ot nuitqnctoons. One of the 
boats went a-shore, to push for the brig's boat, which the 
Spaniards perceiving, immediately fled, carrying away what 
they could ; the rest tell into our hands. From the manner r' 
her being armed, there was no doubt of her being a letter-of- 
jnarque. Not a single paper of consequence fell into our ha'*'^"> 
except the log-book, by whicli it appealed that she hari^adsd 
fromCumano on the Spanish main, and was bound firt' Barce- 
lona in Europe, As we had observed a number J' ""'squeia 
to be fired on both sides, as well as the broad sii*^ from the brig, 
we supposed some of our men might be woV"'i*<^; I w^ Uiere- 
fore dispatched in a boat, to render assi^ance, if necessary. 
Captains Bourchier and Ravensbaw lik^jwise went on-board the 
prize, to consult on the best methoi' to get her off the ground, 
and, what was more difficult, to get her out of the reef. We 
were not a little pleased, on arriving on-board, that none of our 
men had received any injury from the enemy's fire, and that 
the prize was more valuable than we expected, 1 never before 
saw a ship of any description so filthy and disagreeable; we 
were almost suffocated with garlick; how the Spaniards could 
live in such a beastly condition, is to me unaccountable, when 
they might have addtd so much to their own comfort by a due 
regard to cleanliness. Jjefore they left the brig, they bad taken 
the pains to scuttle her under the bows ; but, as tliis was dij>co> 
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ttlttd hj our men, the leak wat quickly stopped. We now be- 
gan to attempt to get her ofF, by carrying out an anchor abaft, 
andheaving witliah our force upon th^tiawser; this not succeed- 
ing, we got out aiiotlier anchor forward, hove upon both haw- 
sers, first upon one and then on the other, and several hours 
were employed this way to no purpose. We then proceeded 
, to lighten her, by gelling out her guns, anchors, &c. Oa 
Towering one of the long guns into the prize'* boat, where there 
Was already an anchor, the weightof the gun sent the whole to 
the bottom ; by which accident, we lost a boat, an anchor, and 
a gun. The vessel, however, was so much lightened, that she- 
now began to move, but soon stuck fust again. We had now 
recourse lo another expedient, which was making the men run 
alternately from one aide of the deck to the other, by which 
means ihe vessel was kept in a constant rocking motion, and a 
strong breeze springing up from the land at the same time, we 
bad, at length, the satisfaction of seeing her make way 
through the water at the rate of four knots. We welcomed 
her with hearty cheers, and, in about ten minutes, brought her 
up in foui' fathom water. The most laborious parii of our task 
was now completed, but the most dangerous was atill to come ; 
which was, to conduct her through such a tremendous reef of 
rocks, where we with dif&culty found a passage for our boats. 
After giving our men a quarter of an hour to refresh, as they 
had been employed from day-light till four o'clock, we pro- 
ceeded to an undertaking, in which we were all interested, as 
we might lose in a moment what we had attained with much 
toil, and not without danger ; for, if the Spaniards had possessed 
a grain of spirit, they might have done us a world of mis- 
Chief, without any risk to themselves. We were, in fiict, 
witliin pistol-shot of the shore, which was covered with wood, 
and by no means thinly inhabited. The little priv&ceer schooner, 
our prize, had come in to onr assistance; and she, with two 
boats, one of which 1 had charge of, was sent a-head, to sound 
and search for the best passage through the rocks ; the other 
boats were employed in towing the prize out. On coming to 
the first reef, we with difficulty found a passage wide enough 
for the brig, with a great numtier of windings, obliging her to 
biar up fot one rock, then luff again instantly lo weather 
another ; and thus she proceeded, the boats pointmg out to het 
the rocks, which were all under water. The schooner, leading 
through the passage, passed the same in about half-an-hour^ 
though not without touching the bottom once or twice. We 
had now, to get out the way. we intended, two miles to tow 
her, right in the wind's eye ; after which, there was another 
extensive reef to pass, and the passage stUl more intricate thaa 
G 2 . 
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the one we had ' already cleared. This task was extremely He^ 
duous ; and, notwithstanding all the exertions our boats could 
liiake, she would not move a foot to windward, but continued 
going astern, till \ery near on the reef she had already passed. 
We had now but one resource, which was, to bear up and gee 
before the wind, Tunning all hazards. \f no passage could be 
found, our prize and all our labour would have been lost. How- 
ever, we made sail upon the brig, the boats still going a-head, 
and giring indication of every danger. After running about 
five miles, with sunken rocks on every aide, we at length found 
ourselves, to our great joy, in deep water, and oiit of danger, 
though about four or five miles to leeward of our ships. The 
Cherub, who had continued all this time under-way, bore up, 
and run down to us ; and we went ou-board, to partake of a, 
hearty dinner with Captain Ravcnsbaw, not a little tatrgued 
-with our exertions, and well pleased to »ee the fortunate result. 
Monday, 23d. — Parted company with the Cherub, and pro- 
ceeded towards the island of St. Thomas, with our prizes. At 
4 p.m. the brig made a signal of distress, and we bore down , and 
spoke her. We were atraid she had sprung a leak, as it was^ 
blowing a gale of wind; but found, on faaibng her, that a man 
had fallen from her main-yard. I was immediattriy ordered to 
go ou-board; and, though it blew pretty hard, and the sea was 
nnining very high, we effected it fn a small boat, not without 
danger. I found thepoor fellow senseless, with his skull frac- 
ture, and likewise his thigh : with some difficulty we got bim 
into the boat, and conveyed him on. board the Nimrod, where 
1 Examined bis bead, and, finding the injury very serious, per- 
formed the operation of trepanning him, but witiiout success, 
for the poor fellow died in about half-an-hour after the ope- 
ration. 

Two Yessels had been discovered coming down before the 
wind about sun-set ; but, as we did not chooge.to part company 
with our prizes, we did not go in chace. About liine o'clock 
they were discovered agairi, bearing down upon us, in a very 
cool and determined manner. 'They were not seen, as the 
nigbt waadark, till very close to us ; anil, on being discovered, 
the hands were turnedlup to quarters, and the ship prepared for 
action. Their not bearing down to us till after dark, had a 
suspicious appearance; and, when we got a clear sight of them„ 
we fsund ont to be a very large brig, and the other a ship. 
The brig first came up with us, and we hailed her. In reply to 
our question, "What brig is that?" the anawer was, " His 
Majesty's brig Herald ; heave-to, or 1^1 fire into you.'* Know- 
ing that his Majesty had no brig of that name, it increased our 
suspicions; and, as she passed very hastily 1^ us; we went 
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abcfut, and horeto between the two vessels. In the mean time^ 
the brig fired a shotat one of our schooners, to bring her to. A 
hasty officer would probably have left all farther explanation to 
his guns ; but Captain Bourchier resolved to be thoroughly sa- 
tisfied of their being an enemy, before he began an engagement. 
We hailed her then repeatedly, threatening to give her a broad- 
side; if she did not give more explicit answers. As her an»wer» 
were still evasive, we fired one gun at hcr^ which produced tlie 
desired e%ct; and we learned that they were English West-' 
Indiamen, having a letter- of- marque, and bound to Jamaica. A 
lioat was sent oii-board tire brig, to press some of her men ; and 
llie master brought his papers oa-board us. Five men were 
pressed out of the brig ; but, as the master remonstrated very 
warmly with Captain Bourchier to have them returned, we re- 
turned him three, and left them to continue their course, 

Wednesday, ^5th. — At 4 p.m. the Spanish schooner, which we 
had now intow, hailed, and informed us that a man had fallen from 
the main-yartl. I was dispatched on-board; and found tlie poor 
fellow with his left arm h-actured, and much bruised in various 
parts of his body : brought him on-board the Nimrod. He was 
the messmate and countryman of the poor man killed on Mon- 
day on-board the brig; both of them Swedes. However, no 
danger is apprehended for his life. 

' Salurday, 28(A. — About 10 a. m. passed the west end of the 
island of Santa Cruz. Its appearance from the sea is truly 
beautiful: every spot of ground in a high state of cultivation, so 
.that it has been deservedly called the Garden of the West-Indies. 
In the centre of a large bay at this end of tile island, appears the 
town of Fredericstadt ; not very spacious, but seemingly with a 
number of good buildings, and many of them very large. The 
estates in the neighbourhood of the town are laid-out with great 
care, and evince no small degree of taste. One, lo'the north- 
ward of it, is particularly worthy of notice > neatness and ele- 
fance predominating, such as we rarely meet with in the West 
ndies. The buildings are arranged with the nicest regularity: 
the negro-huts, in particular, which are very numerous, and 
much larger and handsomer than any I have ever seen, are dis- 
- posed in four lines on a rising ground, in such a manner that 
not one of them is concealed: they have aUogether the air of 
heat European cottages. Could we but imagine them to be the 
residence of a free and happy peasantry, the scene might be 
contemplated with pleasure ; but the iron hand of staverv 
throws a gloomy shade over the most enchanting prospects of 
■ these regions. Wherewewouldgladlyimaginethetranquilretreat 
i>i innocence and virtue, we meet only a herd of the human 
<pecie9 reduced to the most abject sute of misery, considered 
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even hy themselves, as an inferior order of beings in the soale 
of Creation! 

About 4 p. m, anchored out«ide the harbour of St. Thomas, 
and went on-shore to the town, situated at the bottom of a deep 
bay, surrounded with lofty hills. It presents a noble kind 
of amphitheatre, viewing it from the si^a, as the mountains rise 
almost perpendicularly at the buck of the town, and are culti- 
vated to toeir very summits. The aspect of the town itself, 
when you are ashore, is not so attractive : it is excessively hot, 
Hs the wind is intercepted by the hills with which it is sur- 
Tounded ; and, having lately suffered by two extensive conBu^ra- 
tions, it exhibits a ruinous appearance, ungrateful to the eye. 
The principal merchants have rebuilt their houses and stores 
Tfith imck and stone, and in such a manner as to resist the in- 
vasion of fire; but the thick stone walls, and doors covered 
tvith plates of iron or copper, have an uncouth and htavy ap- 
pearance, in a country where we constantly look "for the lightest 
possible architecture. 

Sunday, 2i)th. — At six this morning tlie ship weighed, an,l ran 
down to Black-rock about eight or ten miles to leeward of the 
harbour of St. Thomas. Being ashore at the town, I folloivcd 
trie ship, after breakfast, in a small four-oared cutter, and found 
her anchored in a deep bay, watering. The watering-place is 
- at the hottpm of an uncultivated valley or gulley, above which 
the mountain rises to a great height, almost perpendicular. 

The valley and sides of the mountain are covered with an im- 
mense variety of trees and shrubs, some of them uncommonly 
beautiful. Among the rest, the aloes attracted attention : they 
were very numerous, and most of them in blossom. Some of 
the species 1 bad never seen before : they were very large, and 
the leaves of a bright-scarlet colour ; the blossoms, which grow 
to the height of about live feet, are yellow and white. There 
is another species here, with a yellow blossom, growing to the 
height of twenty feet: they would be considered aa very great 
curiosities in an English hot-house, and they are, doubtless, the 
most magnificent plants I have ever seen. The tree called thu 
snake-wood grows here in great profusion : it is a very superb 
shrub, and bears a large white blossom, somewhat resembiing a 
lily. It emits an agreeable smelt, and would be a very superior 
ornament to a giirden. What most entertained my fancy, was 
the wild pine, as it is called : it is a very great vegetable curi- 
osity. 1 had observed vast numbers of them hanging on the 
bushes, and supposed at first that they were accidentally thrown 
there by the wind, or by the negroes ; but found, on a closer 
examination, that this was the place which nature had destined 
for their growth. Their rootSj composed of long green fibres. 
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>re twisted closeljr round % small twig, from which they receive 
their whole support, and seem as If ihey were placed there by art. 
.The roots arc very small in proportion to the size of the plant, 
which is t species gf the aloe, and in form and colour exactly re^ 
sembles the tree which produces the pinc-appk, though it is less 
in size. I could not learn whether it produces any kind of fruit, 
but saw several of them in blossom. The flower is white, pro- 
ceeding lirom a stem about a foot high, and is a stately object, of 
the same form as all the aloes ; and, like them, the plant is pro- 
pagated by yuune shoots, growing up from the roots. I observed a 
number of climbing plants interwoven with others, like the wood- 
bine: some of them have very beautiful flowers. Among others, 
the crab-eyes were very numerous, the plant which produces tha 
small red pea worn by the negroes for beads: it bears a very rich 
blossom. The only fruit-tree 1 could find, was the sour-sop; a 
fruit of a very pleasant acid taste, and ffiund to be an excellent an- 
tidote against thirst. 

After examining all the plants and shrubs I could see at the 
bottom of the valley, I began to ascend the mountain, and coiild 
trace a road, const nicted along iis side, not passable for carriages, 
but well enough adapted for a horse or a mule. I continued to 
ascend along this road, but found the heat too violent, being on the 
lee-side of the mountain, to gain the highest ridg?. When 1 had 
gained a pretty considerable elevation, I descried a small house, 
situated about half-way up the mountain : thither I descended, be- 
ing much fatigued. It was a imall sugar estate ; and the house 
was occupied by the manager, a young man, and his wife, a very 
agreeable young Danish woman. They received me with great 
hospitality, brought me refreshments, and shewed mc oyer the 
sugar-works. I was fatigued and sleepy, which, they no sooner 
perceived, than they offered mc a bed to lie down. As I had been 
wandering about since day-light, and it was now two o'clock, I 
was heartily glad to accept this kind offer, and was presently 
shewn to ^ bed, from which my fair landlady had just risen. 1 laid 
down, and enjoyed a very comfortable sleep for two hours, when 
they woke me to dinner. Aftcnaklng a family-dinner with them.^t 
which they expressed unfeigned satisfaciion> the manager accom- 
panted me down the mountain as far as the watering-place, where 
the boats nere still employed. It is a recess, admirably calculated 
for such a purpose : a fine pellucid stream gushes down from the 
top of the mountain, forming a number ot small cascades in its 
course. One of these is so close to the water's edge, that it is only 
necessary to put the casks under it, and they will fill themselves ; 
and hence they may be immediately carried on-board, without fur- 
ther trouble. 
Monday t £OlA.— Coniiaued At Black-rock, watering. Went 
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ashoit again in the afternoon, and ascended the mauntain top. 
The side of the mountain being almost perpendicular, tlje ascenC 
was attended with considerable fatigue and difficulty, I procured 
a negro to shew me the path, and arrived at the top of the ridge 
in less than four hours. I found myself amply repaid for my fa- 
tigue, by the extensive prospect beneath me. The ship, riding at 
anchor, appeared like a small pinnace under my feet, and the boats 
were almost undiscernible specks floating on the surface of the 
water. The view of the sea, with groups of adjacent islands, was 
1 truly enchanting panorama. The lofty blue mduutains of Porto 
Rico bounded the prospect on the west, and intercepted from my 
view the selling sun. The whole channel between St. Thomas 
and Fono Rico is most richly studded with islands, and affords a 
most magnificent prospect. The elevation of the mountain I 
computed at two thousand feet, but there were still higher ridges 
to the eastward of my position. Their sides were, in general^ 
covered with plantations of sugar-cane, and the land near the top 
'was cultivated by the negroes for their own use : they raise swe^ 
potatoes, pease, corn, &c. for th«ir own consumption, and carry 
the overplus to market on Sundays ; this being the usual market- 
4&y all over the West-India islands. 

I continued sitting on a lofty crag of rock, enjoying the stupeti- 
tlons spectacle, till the sun had sunk considerably below the hori- 
zon, and the fainter light of the rising moon had sweetly tinged 
with a difFereni hue every object around me. The horizon was now 
more contracted, the distant islands disappeared, and every object 
beneath me became more and more indistinct : nevertheless, the 
scene presented so many interesting objects, that I had almost 
forgotten the distance I had to descend, in order to return to the 
ship. My guide however, who had less relish for these scenes, 
threw out a hint that he was desirous to return, by observing that - 
} should find a very hard bed, if I purposed staying there all night. 
As that wasnot my intention, we began to descend without loss of 
time. This task was almost as fatiguing as the ascent, the moun. 
tain being so steep ; and, though we made our angles very acute, 
yet the descent was attended with no small difficulty. On our way 
down, 1 stopped at the little estate I had visited the day before, 
and then dismissed my guide. The tittle family were assembled 
in their gallery, contemplating the scene : they were not a little 
siirprisedat my appearing so late amongst theni. After taking 
some refreshtiient, 1 passed a little time with them in their gallery, 
from which place tne prospect appeared to great advantage. 
The house is viiy pleasantly situated, about six or seven hundred 
feet above the level of the sea, and commands a delightful 
view of the valley beneath, and of the sea, to a great dis- 
tance. From this place is seen a lock in the seai at the distance 
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*r about ten miles from the island,- which bears a very strong re- 
semblance to a ship. At that distance, it is impossible to discover 
the difference with the naked eye, and when much nearer, this re- 
semblance still holds good. The seamen call this the Sail-rofi; 
but the inhabitants of St. Thomas's call it Frcnchman's-rodc, and 
they tell you a curious adventure that occurred respecting it. In the 
American war, a French frigate cruising in these seas, fell in with 
it in the night, and, taking it for a ship, hailed it ; the hail was re. 
peated from the rock by a loud echo, and the French captain, after 
nailing it several times, firedabroailside intoit. The rock reverbe- 
rated the sound of the guns, and at the same time some of the shot 
were thrown back on-board the frigate. This convinced (he 
frenchmen that they had fallen-in with an English man-of-war^ 
and they forthwith commenced a heavy cannonading, which lasted 
without intermission till daylight, when they had the mortification 
to find that the enemy was formed of such materials as they could 
make no impression upon : they were then forced to haul off, re 
in/eclA. 

There are several small islands, or keys as they are called here, 
to be seen from this house, with the ships occasionally sailifig 
amongst them, I thought the scene by moonlight very delightful ; 
but, had there been nothing else to invite notice, the poUte atten> 
tions of this Irtlle family could not fail to interest. They supplied 
me with every little article which might be thought curious or ser- 
viceable; and, amongst other things, with fruit, which was an 
excellent treat after coniihg from sea. I had heard the good lady 
express a wish for a monkey ; and, as we had several on-board, I 
had sent'a man up with one in the morning, with some salt-Iicef 
and other little commodities from the ship. I found the monkey 
already a great favourite, and the family truly grateful. In iheir 
solitary situation they seldom see strangers ; and it must of 
course be a gratification to them to learn what was going on in the 
great world, which they seemed to know only from report. Their 
society was so agreeable, that it'was not till I heard the report of 
the evening-gun, rolling like thunder through the rocks beneath 
US| that I thought of returning. I then took leave, and descended 
to the bottom of the valley, wncre I found a boat waiting for me, 

Tuesday, 31j'.— Having completed our watering, we weigh gd 
at daylight, and be at- up to St, Thomas's, where we an inhered about' 
ten o'cbck. Captain Bourchier had determined on disposibg of 
our prizes here, if possible ; and, as we could not tell what was 
the cargo of the Spanish brig, not harjng her papers, we got her 
close ill-shore, and sent hands on-board to discharge her cargo. 
Our purser, and one of the lieutenants of the Cherub, had gone up 
to Tortola, with such papers as we had in our possession, to get 
the prizes condemned; there being no judge of the Vice-admiralty 
VovACEB andTRAvzis, No. 6, Fol. II. h 
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Court at St. Thomas's. On going ashore this morning, wej'EceTwa 
an invitation from the Governor, General M*CIcan, t6_a ball atthfc 
Governmenl-house on the king's birth-day. 

Thursday, June 2rf. — The car^o of the brig was now 11108117 
discharged, and we found it consist of cocoa, cotton, and some 
iiidigp: the value of the whole, with the vessel, might be about 
SO,O0O dollars. We here sold the small privateer schooner taketj 
by the Cherub for 1 20(> dollars. The officers returned this even- 
ing from Tortola, having effected the condemnation of the three 
frizes. 

A circumstance occurred to-day which disconcerted us. The 
carpenter had frequently represented the situation of the ship ; 
and it had been pointed out likewise by different shipwrights, that. 
Unless she underwent a thorough repair in doct, she could not long 
hold together ; and such a repair could not be given her without go* 
Ing home to England. He had now examined the state of the vessel 
igain miniilety, and made an official reportto Captain Bonrchieri 
that the ship was not sea-worthy, that all her beams and uppers 
Works were rotten, that her stern-post was rotten and loose, mov- 
. Ing backward and forward with the rudder, and that he could not 
be answerable for her holding together in a squall. In this con- 
dition, we did not know exactly how to act : if we hove her down 
in the harbour of St. Thomas, and attempted any kind of repair, 
ve should probably make bad worse ; and yet it was a considerable 
hazard to try and beat up to Barbadoes : however, as her botlont 
was good, and she had hitherto made no water, we resolved oil 
trying for Barbadoes, though, had any accident happened, we had 
nothing to expect but her going at once to the bottom. 

FriaaVi 3d. — Arrived the Cheiub from her cruising ground off' 
Porto Rico. The time of our cruise being now expiree^ we pre* 
pared to lake in whatever was necessary and proceed to head-* 
Quarters. 

Salutday, 4/A. — This being the king's birth-day, was cele- 
brated in the usual manner by the garrison and ships of war in the 
harbour. A publfc d^euner was given by the governor at twelve 
'6'clock, and in the evening a ball, which was fully attended by the 
inhabitants, the officers of the garrison, and some few froiri the 
fnen-of-war. It appears a matter ot indifference to the inhabititnts 
of St. Thomas's whether they celebrate the binh<day of the king 
of England or of Denmark, and they appear perfectly contented 
with their change of masters. Under the Danish flag it was a 
free port, and carried on an extensive contraband trade with thcr 
Spanish colonies : it is now on (he same footing with Our cRher 
islands, but they still' carry on their contraband trade. The harbouf 
is extensive and cpnvenient, and the appearance of the island alto- 
gether very agreeable. On two bills 'wiihlo the harbour arc ihti 
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trviat of two very strong and ancient towers; they are Called beite 
Blackbeard's castles, ana are generally supi>osed to have been built 
by that once notified pirate. This island, ir is well known, was a 
great rendezvous of the buccaniers ; and these towers, no doubtj 
servt^d as a defence, and perhaps a repository of their plunder. 

June 5th. — At 10, a.m. Captain Bourchier came on-board, and 
brought with him ari officer of the TOih regiment, who was com- 
ing a cmise to sea for the benefit of his health. We immediately 
got under-weigh, in company with the Cherub, leaving Mr. Cl»< 
rancc the purser, and a midshipman, lo take care of the prizes. 
We procee<lcd towards Santa Cruz, where we hoped to get quit 
of our prisoners, as we were informed^ there was a Spanish cartel 
then at Christianstadt, from Porto Rico. We were not, how- 
ever, able to fetch this place to-night: 

June IfA.— This morning we found ourselves oS the town 
of Chrktiansladt ; and at nine o'clock Captains Bourcbier 
and Ravenshaw left the ships, being about six miles in the 
oiling. About an hour after, 1 left the ship in our small cut> 
ter, and sailed ashore. The harbour is defended by a formidable 
reef of rocks, which occupies the whole mouth of the bay, leaving 
only a small passage to windward, which every vessel or boat 
must pass through to enter the harbour. This narrow passage » 
defended by a fort ; and every thing which comes in,, must past 
under thetr guns. I was fortunate enough to hit upon this pas- 
sage, and sailed directly into the harbour, which is a very sineular 
one : a small green island lies about two cables' -length off tho 
inain-Iand, and, in the narrowest place, not half as much, forming 
a passage between them, where ships ride securely in smootE 
water as in a basin. 

1 landed upon a very extensive quay, surrounded with Jiobia 
buildings, exhibiting a scene of Industry and commerce umilar to 
an English sea-port, and different from any thing I had expected 
to see in the West Indies, I was surprised to find the cap- 
tains had not yet reached the shore, andtbegan to be a tittle appre« 
liensive for their safety, as their gig, the day before, had been 
u^set in the harbour of St. Thomas's. However, about half aa 
}iour after, I met them in the street, and found they had but just 
landed, though they left the ship an hour before mc. Not being 
jj)Ie to fetch the windward passage through which I had come, 
they run down to leeward, along the reef, in hopes of finding soma 
fltber J but, as there was no other passage, they were obliged, after 
all, to gel out upon the rocks, and carry their boat over the reef. . 
I never was niore astonished than to see such a town as Chris^ 
tianstadt in the West Indies. The streets are all wide, long,; 
"%nd straight, and Intersect each other at right angles. They 
4l)Qt)^ ia nQble and «\teusiv.e buildings,, alt of stQne or biickg 
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having piazzas in front. The GoTernment-house looks like tk 
palace, and there are several other public buildings equally res- 
pectable. Indeed, Idfd not see any thing like a mean-built hoasa 
m the whole town; it had altogether the appearance of an Euro- 
pean city; carri^e&with splendid liveries were rolling through 
tbe streets, and, what is very uncommon in this part of tne 
world, the roads are so good, that a carriage may conve- 
niently drive over the wBole island. This gives an air of 
gaiety to the town, that is to be found no- where else in the 
West Indies, Near the wharf is a large square, which foran 
the parade, where I saw the 96th regiment mounting guard, and 
a great concourse of people assembled to hear their excellent 
band ; some beautiful airs were performed, and the whole had 
a trulv European appearance. The parade reminded me of the 
Angei-Hill at Bury St. Edmunds, and several parts of Chris- 
tianstadt bear a resemblance to that beautiful town. 1 was par- 
ticularly struck with the immense number of conch-shells . 
which lay scattered about the streets, apparently for mending 
the roads; some of them of exquisite beauty, hut mutilated ; 
several parts of the town were paved with them. I could not 
but regret having so little time to wander over the town ; it is 
very large, but 1 had no means of ascertaining the number of 
its inhabitants. I saw tbree churches very neatly built; in one 
of them which I entered, they were performing divine service 
in the Danish language. The inside of the building was 
elegant throughout, and conspicuous for the simplicity of its 
arclii lecture. There was also a fine-toned organ, and their 
choir was very respectable. 

The old Danish governor, it appears, was very fond of paint- 
ings, for the palace is full of them. It would require a mouth to 
esannne them ail ; I looked at a great many, hut could not see 
one worthy of particular observation, except a small portrait 
of the CroTfu Prince of Denmark, 1 know not by what mas- 
ter. The apartments are- all richly furnished in the European 
style, with Turkey carpets and window curt.ains ; articles 
nnich are seldom seen in in this country. 

After inspecting every thing which a stay of four hours would 
allow, I returned on-board, and we made sail immediately. 

Wednesday, 9th. — We were beating-up in company with the 
Cherub, to pass through the passage between Anegada and the 
island of Sombrero. The cluster of inlands called the Virgin 
Gordas, which lie in this passage, present a novel and grotesque 
appearance. They are in general barren rocks, and exhibit a 
great variety of fantastic figures. One cluster, seen at a dis- 
tance, very much resembles the ruins of a city; and the eye of 
fency will survey the remains of ruined temples^ columns, and 
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Arebes. These roch have taken the name"of the Fallen City : 
k i> almost impossible to describe the different appearances thejr 
assume, when viewed Trom different bearings. The main-land 
of the Virgin Gordas is a pretty large island, in possession of 
the Englisti ; it appears to be very barren, but, I believe, carries 
on a considerable contraband trade. 

Thursday, 10(A,— Passed through the passage between the 
islands of Anegadaand Sombrero; thisisavery dangerous pas- 
sage, and not much frequented by ships. The two islands are 
not within sight of each other, both being very low, and not 
visible till you approach very close to them. The island of 
Anegada is surrounded by a dangerous bank, which extends so 
far out, that ships are frequently upon it in thick weather be- 
fore they can see the land. We saw from the mast-head the 
wreck of the Astrea frigate, which was lost about ten days ago, 
having, by a mistake in their reckoning, taken the high lantTof 
the Virgin Gordas for the mountains of Porto Rico. -Standing is 
for the land, the ship struck upon the bank before they had 
observed the low land of Anegada. The crew were saved by 
s sloop-of'War, which hove in sight soon after, but the ship is 
irrecoverably lost. She was a hne new frigate just out ttoa 
England, and this was her first cruise. 

June lOM. — The island of Sombrero is likewise very low; it 
is a small ban-en rock, and in its figure resembles a hat, which 
is the English of its name. A horrid act of barbarity had 
been lately perpetrated hure, which it may be proper to re- 
cord, though it_tarnisbe3 the British name. The Honourable 

Captain L , commander of a brig sloop-of-war, having 

had occasion frequently to punish one of his seamen for 
Various offences, and often with great severity, at iength 
adopted the barbarous resolution ot sending the poor fellow 
ashore on a barren and uninhaljited island. This was the spot 
he fixed upon; and a more horrid situation could not have 
been easily selected, as it does not produce a single article 
to support existence, not even water. Here the poor maa 
was left ashore, and the brig sailed away for Barbadoes. The 
intelligence quickly reached the Adminil's ears, and he ordered 
the vessel instantly to return to Sombtero, ajid search for 
him, which they did ; but, after the most nannte search, no- 
thing could be found of him but the shirt and irovvsurs he 
went ashore in. It has been lately reported that the man waJs 
immediately taken off the island by an American vessel, and 
that he has been since heard of in America.* It is likewise 
reported that the commander-in-chief acquainted Captain 
L, that be must either quit the country immediately, or stand 

* Tliii tepott loi liBce been cou<iru|i;i(, 
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bis tri^ by a courUmartial. Certain it is, that the- faonooraUa 

f;entleman immediately went home for the benefit of his health, 
t is much to be regretted that any interest should screea suclf 
9 tyrant from the punishment he justly deserves. 

Sunday, 13(A. — Being now, as we supposed, sufficiently to 
irindward to fetch Barbadoes, we shapea our course for that 
island accardingly. About 3, a.m. we discovered a leak in the 
bread room, and comoiunicated the notice to the Cherub by 
telegraph. They knowing our situation, desired us to keep 
close, and to inform them if our danger increased. 

Mondaj/, l4tA. — Our leak is found to be somewhat increased 
by the heavy sea we bad to encounter, but is still easily kept 
under by the pumps. About noon discovered land upon toe 
lee-bow, which proved to be the island of Antigua ; by whicb 
we found that we were sixty miles to leeward of our reckonings 
«nd that we must have nearly run over the low island of Bar- 
buda in the night, which would have quickly put a stop to our 
navigation. Tbesc-errors in the dead reckoning are commpi^ 
bere, and unavoidable on account of the strong currents 
vbich set in various directions: tlie causes, however, have 
never yet been circomsiantially explained. Captain Raven-* 
shaw now made a Eiirnal to us, to know if we would wish to be^r 
up for Antigua ; but that we were not desirous of doing, beipg 
anxious to reach Barbadoes at all hazards. 

Tuesdai/, 15lh. — Another squally night had nearly determined 
our captain to bear-up for Eaglisb Harbour; but day light,, 
better weather, and a strong desire of reaching Barbadoes, had 
overcome his fears, and wc still persisted in our former resolu- 
tion. About sun-set we spoke the Swinger gun-brig, just out 
of English Harbour, and learned from her that the fever was 
making great havoc among our oncers and seamen at that 
place. We soon after spoke the Woolverine, and before mid- 
night lost sight of iJie Cherub. 

JVedntsdat/ , \6th, — At day light saw the little island of De- 
seada right a-head ; bore up, and went to leeward of it, passing- 
through the narrow channel between Petite Terre and Guada- 
Joupe. I'he island of Deseada is a high table land, of a singular 
aspect; hut it appears to be pleasant and fertile. We nave 
lately taken it froui the Frencli,. together with Marie GaUante^ 
an island now under our lee; tliey are neither of much value 
in a commercial point of view ; but they harboured a swarm. of 
French privateers, and form now a very convenient station for 
our cruiaers. We now continued our course for Barbadoes- 
alone, having patted company with the Cherub. 

Thursday, nth, — At noon began to look out for the land of 
Barbadoes on the leebow, and, about three in the afternooD, 
thought we had discovered it. We bore up^ bat bad the mor- 
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'tifical^on of seeing it vanish. About sunset discovered the 
land on bur weatlier-bow, distant aboUt 12 miles. After stand- 
ing well in for it, we ran under the lee of the island. We bad 
for some time observed a light, which we supposed to be 6q 
shore ; but, at eleven o'clock, found it to be a large ship carry- 
ing a light at ber mizen peak, with two other ships in company. 
Wa made the private night-signal, but she took no notice of it, 
only by hauling down her lanthern, and continued her course 
steadily towards us. This caused us a great deal of suspicion, 
and we immediately beat to quarters, and hauled down our 
signal ; as one of the ships was now near enough to us to con- 
vince us that she was a large man-of-war, and the other two 
we could perceive were very large ships. We watched their 
motions very cautiously, but they passed us without taking no- 
tice, and continued their course to the northward and westward, 
leaving us to form conjectures at our leisure. '^ 

Frtda,y, \%th. — This morning at eight o'clock we came to an 
anchor in Carlisle Bay; and the first intelligence we received 
was, that a report had been circulated at Barbadoes, and inserted 
in their Gazette, that the Nimrod had been sunk by a Frencft 
battery at Guadaloupe, and all hands lost. We learned, too, 
that the ships which had astonished us so much in the night, 
trere a part of the homeward-bound convoy which had sailed 
fi'om Carlisle Bay the eVening before, under charge of the Jason 
frigate, with several other ships of war. As soon as the ship was 
anchored, Captain Bourcbier took the earliest opportunity of 
waiting upon the Admiral, to report her situation ; and I lost 
tio time in getting ashore to see my old acquaintances, as tny 
long residence in Barbadoes had rendered it a sort of home 
to me. 

June 18/A. — Our situation having been reported to the com- 
tnander-in -chief, he ordered the ship to be overhauled by the 
ofKcers of the yard, and, if possible, to undergo such repair as 
should enable her to proceed to England with the next convoy. 
She was accordingly warped close in-shore, and the carpenters 
proceeded to cxauiine the state of her timbers, Sic. 

Siindai/y \gth. — This morning Captain Bourchier was super*- 
seded by the Honourable Captain De Courcy, and Mr. Fitz- 
patrick the first- lieu ten ant went ashore sick to the hospital, 

Monday, Wt ft. — The carpenters, it appears, had made a fa- 
vourable report of the state of the ship, as the Admiral gave 
orders to fit us out with all possible dispatch for sea, that we 
aright go up to Surinam to collect the convoy. About eleven 
o'clock this forenoon, the ship brought home her anchor, and 
drifted aboard the prison-ship. It is fortunate that thisaccideiit 
did not happen ia the night, as we might have drifted to sea 
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with a. targe- opening in our stern and another in our bow, 
madi: by tlie carpenters just level with the water. She w^ 
liowever, brought up without much damage, 

Wednesday, 22d. — The fever is making destructive ravages in 
thegarrixon; several officers of rank have laiely died, andman/ 
are now sick. The 63d regiment, and the detachments of re- 
cruits for different regiments who arrived hy the last convoy, 
suffered most. In the meantime not a single case of fever is 
to be met witii in the squadron, or in the naval hospital. A 
dysentery at present prevails among the seamen, and dn shore 
with the natives ; but in very few cases has it proved fatal. 

FHday, Q4tk. — Lieutenant Fitzpatrick not wishing to accom- 
pany us to England, on account of an obstinate asthmatic com- 
plaint, applied to the admiral for another $hip, which wag 
granted; and Lieutenant Mould, of H. M. brig Recruit, was 
inppointed to succeed him. 

Sunday, 2Qth, — Arrived this morning a packet from Eng- 
land, and H. M. brig BiJlette, with a small convoy, likewise 
from home. Our ship was now in a great state of forwardness, 
and we were ordered to proceed to sea on Tuesday morning. 

Monday, ^7th. — This day was employed on-shore, in pur- 
chasltig provisions and necessaries for the passage home, and itx 
taking fuiewetl of the island of Barbadoes and such kind friends 
as we had mide during our former residence, 

Tuesday , 2tilh. — Business had detained me ashore all night ; 
ttnd thiti morning the ship was under sail, and I still ashore, with 
^11 the sea-stock for our mess. I hired a boat, however, and got 
my things down with all possible dispatch ; but, unfortunately, 
two pigs broke loose from the negroes who were driving them 
idown to the boat, and my time would not allow of going in 
chace of them. I followed the ship in the offing, where she 
waa hove-to, and found that we had received troops on-board 
for a passage to Surinam ; and two officers, with a beautiful 
young lady just come from England, added to our raess, h«- 
eides Captain De Courcy, who, having left all his furniture and 
utensils on-board another ship, preferred living with us in the 
gun-room. One of the Event's clerks being on-board paving 
prize-money to the ship's company, we dia not make sful till 
eleven o'clock. 

Wednesday, <2.Qth. — Our fair messmate being dreadfully af- 
fected with sea-sickness, we could etijoy but little of her com- 
pany i but our society, notwithstanding, appears to be very 
sociable, and promises to be pleasant, during our passage upto 
iHurinam. Weather fine, and not too hot. 

Saturday, 2d. — About 3, p. m. a very heavy squall came on 
with such rapidity, as would scarcely allow us time to shorten 
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■ait. For some minutes it blew a perfect faariinae, wd ve 
were obliged to bear up for it, but received no damage, except 
splitting our gib. 

ffetmeiday, 6ih. — Being by our reckoning) last night, aufli- 
ciently far to windward, we bore up for the land, and this 
morning found the water changed to a pale-green colour, 
and no more depth than twenty fathoms. About noon, the 
land was seen from tiie mast-head, and we had onLy eight fai- 
thoois water, of a dirty-white colour, muddy bottom : we coi^ 
tinued to stimd in, tilf we were within five or six miles of the 
«hore, in about two faiboms and a half, on a mud bank. The land 
is the most uninviting I ever saw, and appears with so much uqi- 
formityfor several hundred miles together, that it is imposaii>le,tp 
Jcnow what part you have discovered, without be inz particularly 
acquainted with the place. It is customary with ships that a^e 
strangers to the coast, to run along theland tilltbey see.abousQ, 
and then send a boat ashore through the mud, to ask .what pa^t 
ofthe country it is. The sea exhibits the appearance ofadiryr 
puddle of water ; and of the land you can see notbing but tl^ 
tops of the trees just above the water ; it is a perfect flat, with- 
out a feature of variety. The moutlu of the rivers are dipco* 
vered by the difierence of the colour of the fresh water, wjiioh 
extends a great many miles out to sea, just the breadth of the 
river ; and this forms a striking object. ^We were, according 
•to our reckoning, some few miles to windward of Suriiuun ; .bbt 
as we could not see the river, nor ascertain, by the coast, where- 
abouts we were, we thought proper to trust to our reckoning* 
and run down along the coast upon the mud bank, which rues 
out seven or eight miles out to sea ; at sun-set we came toapcbor 
in four fathoms vaXer, about six miles uif the shore. 

Tkunday 7th. — This morning we again examined the coast, 
butcouldformnoaccurateideaof what place it »as; but observ- 
ing a point of land to leeward, we ran down towards.it, sending 
away a boat at the same time to search for houses, and eOqui^ 
where we were. At eleven o'clock, the ship stuck ttst inlhe 
mud, about three miles distant from the point. Fortunately, it 
was low water, and, in two hours time, we found ourselves 
afloat again ; but the flood-tide was sweeping us fast in towards 
the shore, which obliged us to come to an anchor where we were. 
We discovered some houses within the point, and a river, 
but, to our great mortification, found it ^as not the Surinam ; 
but whether to windward or to leeward, we could not even 
guess : however, we now saw our boat coming. from the shore, 
where they had landed to gain intelligence. As we were very 
anxious to know our situation, we dispatched another boat down 
to speak them, having previoosly established a signal, by ivbich 
VoxAOEs and Travels, No. 6, Vol. II. i 



ty Google 



5S Watter's Vm/age in the West Indies. 

they were to inforni us whether we were to windward or to lee- 
ward. AboMt one, the boats spoke each other, and made the 
unexpected signal of our beineto leeward of Suriiiani. At three, 
the boats came on-board, and we now found that the river we 
saw, was the Suramac, and that the land we first made was Su- 
Tiaam. We had run about forty miles to leeward of it. This 
was no pleasing intelligence ; fqr we were to be at Surinam by 
the 9th instant, or we should be in danger of losing tlie convoy, 
and perhaps our passage to England. We had now no other . 
alternative but beating up, taking advantage of the ebb tide, 
and anchoring with the flood. Accordingly, we wei^rhed at &ve 
in the evening, aitd beat up till nearly twelve, when we came 
to an anchor, hoping to have gained at least ten miles. 

Juhj ith, — This morning, at day-light, we found the ship 
about half a mile to windward of the place from which she 
started. This was discouraging ; but we discovered that we had 
stood too fkrofF shore, and, mstead of a weather-tide, had to 
contend with a lee current. We could now profit by experi- 
ence, and weighed again with the ebb tide, making short tacks; 
this enabled us to gain about ten miles in the course of the tide. 
In the evening weighed again, and found the wind had shift- 
ed, so as to favour us considerably. At eleven at night we an- 
chored again, having made a good tide's work. 

SaturdMf, Qth. — Weighed at day-light, and about eleven were 
becalmed off thejnouth of the Surinam river. Every thing a)>- 
peared to oppose our endeavours ; we were now in sight of our 
■ intended ancnor^e, without a possibility of approaching any 
nearer to it. These disappointments were the more severely 
felt, as we were all anxions to see a part of the world so little 
known to Englishmen. We were confined to a very short time, 
on account of the convoy, and began to be apprehensive we 
should not be able to set foot on shore, especially to visit the 
city of Paramarabo, situated about twenty miles up the river. 
There being no wind, we anchored, and remmned in the .same 
situation tilldaylight. 

Sanday, \Otk. — We made another attempt to gmn the anchor- 
Sge off Brams Point, and with our usual success ; for about 1 1 
we grounded again in the mud, and were obliged to lie till the 
return of the flood-tide. Here, however, we could make sig- 
nals to the fort, and saw four of the merchant ships belonging 
to our convoy lying at the mouth of the river, and ready fw 
aea. We hoisted our convoy signal, and some of the merchantr 
men's boats came on-board. We learned by them, that there 
were about ten ships in all to proceed with us to England. 

We bad now a Dettei/Vlew of the shore, which presents tbo 
wtne forbidding appearance as at the mouth of the Sursmac, 
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• tt 4s one continved forest for an extent of nearly a thousand 
miles, without variation ; not a single object to amuse, not the 
snralleftt elevation of one part of tlie ground above aoother. All, 
ill fact, is one continued level covered with trees, aud with so 
little elevation above the water, that the sea frequently flows 
ten or twelve miles up into the countiy, formin? immense 
swamps ; for which reason the country has beeu called by the 
English " The land of mud." 

At four in the afternoon we were ^ain afloat, aud anchor- 
ed within a mile of Bram's Point about five. We presently 
disembarked our troops, and I went ashore with some of our 
officers, eager to set foot on the continent of South America. 
The officers of the fort received us with great politeness, being 
always glad to see strangers in such a retired situation. There 
was a company of the L6th regiment doing duty there, and 
three or four officers, beside those belonging to the garrison, 
who were there for the benefit of their health, having come 
down from Paramarabo convalescent, where a great mortality 
had prevailed. I couid not but observe the immense number 
of the fire-flies which were seen in the woods. They had an 
odd appearance, each of them resembling a person passing 
quickly from bush to bush with a light ; great swarms of them 
are constantly in motion. Our troops were embarked in a lai^e 
covered boat thatched over with reeds, and capacious enough to 
convey at least 200 men, with their baggage : in this they were 
to proceed to Paramarabo with the first tide. These boats are 
pecidiarly serviceable here, where heavy rains full almost 
every day. 

Monday, llM. — At two this morning left the ship, in company 
with Captaia Decourcy, Mr. Stevenson the master, and the 
officer of^ the troops, and proceeded up the river. This is a 
noble river, as wide as the Thames, flowing through an impe- 
netrable forest, inhabited by wild beasts and by nations of s^ 
vage Indians. About day-light, we passed by the mouth of 
the Maravine river, which empties itself into the Surioam 
about twelve miles from the sea. At the junction uf the two 
rivers is a fort of some strength and extent called Fort Amster- 
dam ; it is considered as the Kev to the colony. The 1 6th regi- 
ment were doing duty there. The Maravine is nearly as large a 
river as the Surmam, and on its hanks are a number of beauti- 
ful plantations. On ascending the river above Fort Amster- 
dam, the prospect began to grow more animated, as we had 
now day-light, and our ears were at times saluted with the 
roaring of the tigers, who came down to the banks of the river 
to drink. This wild music continu€3 almost all the way to Pa- 
ramarabO) which we reached about'-teven o'clock. The tigers 



itized by Google 



to IValler'i fqyagt in the West Indies. 

of thii couhtry ate inferior in size to those of Africa andf tbe 
East Indies, but are verj fierce : all the -other wild beasts are 
likewise less here than in the Old World. We were particularly 
entertained with seeing yast flocks of ^mifigos, a bird about 
tbe size of a young turkey, but more elegajitly shaped, and 
with much loagsr legs ana a long beak. The whole plumage iS' 
of a very brilliant scarlet, so that when walking upon the be<tcb,' 
which they always do in a line, they might easily be taken for 
a party of soldiers. 

The fiver", as you approach the town, becomes more and" 
iDore interesting. The right bank ascending, appears co- 
veted with cultivated grounds and villas ; the Outco and the 
English loo have spared neither pains nor expense to render 
Cheir habitations delightful. These villas are principally the' 
country residences of the citizens. On landing at the usnal 
Idnding-place, I was surprised to find myself on a pleasant 
green, such as I have often noticed in some of the retired vil- 
lages of England, embellished with rows of lofty trees and spa- 
cious walks underneath them. I could hardly fancy myself in 
A ^acious city, such as I expected to find Paramarabo ; and 
was still more surprised, on crossing the green, to find myself 
in an extensive street filled with noble buildings, and at tbe 
saiue time presenting the appearance of gardens and the coun- 
try. There was an excellent carricige-road in the centre, and,' 
6n each side of it, double rows of lemon and orange-trees, with 
fruit ha'nging on them in profusion. Ilien appeared a broad-' 
shaded foot-path between these and the houses, which were 
much more, spacious and handsome than I expected to find' 
them, notwithstanding all that I had beard of the place. 

Having some business at the house of a merchant, we called,' 
atid experienced immediately an excellent specimen of that bos-' 
pi'talicy for which the inhabitants of these countries are so justly 
celebrated. I was particulady struck with thespl^ndtd interior 
and furniture, whicn was in a greater style of magnificence than 
any thing i had Seen on this side the Atlantic. While at breakfast, 
a message was received from the governor. General Hughes, re- 
qoesting our company to breakfast at tbe Government-house, a 
spacioiis palace nearly opposite to whtre we were. As we could 
not comply with the invitation, our company was secured for 
dinner by the attentive and polite governor, to rthom we had 
no other recoiiimendation than our uniforms. In tbe mean 
time, we visited several of the principal merchants of the colony, 
and afterwards the officers of tne 64th, then in garrison. £very- 
vvhere the s'ame hospitality prevailed; the innabitants appear- 
ed to *ie with each other in their offers of Service to us. Thft 
oifficen of the gairison prorided us vitb fioiWB, and iccompa> 
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nied us through the principal streets of the ci^. It wsma im- 
possible for a stranger to form any idea of Faramarabo by a 
comparisoD with any other town ; it U altogether extraordioary, 
and different from any I have ever seen. 

I have observed already, that the principal streets are very 
broad, and planted with double rows of orange and lemon trees 
on each side, thickly covered with fruit, and forming an agree^ 
able shade over the walks beneath them. In the suburbs of the 
town the streets are still wider, with four rowB of fruit-trees on 
each side ; and between these and the houses are seen gardens 
of a considerable breadtb,^ planted with fruits and flowers of erery 
kind, and separated from the road by hedges of limes, but cut close 
and square in the Dutch fashion ; so that the houses on one side 
cannot be seen from those on the other, and only now and then 
by the passengers in the middle of the street. The whole town 
resembles an immense garden, abounding with fruit, consider- 
ably more than could be consumed by the inhabitants, and 
affording to the passenger a most grateful perfume and refresh- 
ing shade. The principal street is about a mile in length, and 
thereare several parallel to it not much less: the streets intersect 
each other at right angles. Thus the town occupies a prodigi.. 
0U9 space, of wnich at least one-half is laid out in gardens. 

A heavy thander storm about noon drove us into the bar-. 
racks, where we were accommodated by the officers with a 
change of linen and every thing we could desire. I observed 
here several specimens and productions of natural history, col- 
lected by the officers,- which they had purchased from the In- 
dians or aborigines of the colony. These last come daily to 
the town in large parties, bringing with them whatever they can 
dispose of: monkies, parrots, parroquets, different species of 
animals, and a variety of beautiful woods, which they will 
often carve into swords and other weapons, and afterwards 

Eolish very highly. I was much astonished at the weight and 
irdness of some of these articles, as well as the beauty of the 
veins. Bows and arrows are sure to be objects of commerce 
with these Indian parties; and tire-arms and ammunition form 
the most desirable articles of exchange. An old musket or 
pistol was an almost irresistible temptation, and the most valu- 
able collections of natural history might be procured for these 
trifles. The parties that I saw were, both men and women, 
entirely naked, except a narrow piece of coarse cloth which was 
attached behind to a string tied round the waist, and passing 
between the legs, came up and tied before ; this was scarcely 
sufficient to answer the purpose intended. I was astonished to 
see this taste for nudity prevail so much in so populous and 
pc^te a place as Paramarabo i fw uot only the Indian nations 
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are to be aeen parading the itteets in this state of nakednHS, but 
also hundreds of slaves of hoth sexes, who are the attendaats 
upon the white inhabitants, and people in as high a state of ci- 
vilization perhaps as the inhabitants of London, As no excuse- 
on the score of civilization can be offered, I must refer the 
cause of this scandalous practice to a depravity of morals, wblch- 
to a European is scarcely credible. A very great share of this 
charge must fall upon the white females of the country, of whom 
a part have been educated in Europe ; and all have received as 
good an education as women of the same rank in England, and 
make the same pretensions to delicacy and sensibility : they 
would consider themselves highly insulted if any person should 
euspect in them a want of these illustrious female virtues. I 
know not in what degree a woman may possess these fuscinating- 
virtues who is attended daily and hourly by men slaves, with a 
very insufficient covering for their nakedness ^ and whose fe- 
male attendants (often young and beautiful], are seen, both in 
the street and in the house, with no other covering than that 
described above. 

The children of colour male and female run about perfectly- 
naked till the age of eight or nine years ; at that time a small 
plate of tin or some other metal, not larger than a dollar for the 
girls, frequently forms the whole of their covering. Of the 
boys less care is taken ; and the men constantly shock the eye 
by the indecent and filthy spectacle that they present. A great 
number ofj:hese slaves are mulattoes and Mustees, with skins 
almost as white as Europeans. If any Creolian understanding 
can ever really believe (as they pretend) that the negroes are 
only beasts, yet surely the white skin and European features of 
a Mustee, who often rivals them in beauty, and are generally 
nearly allied to them by consanguinity, must force from them 
the acknowledgment that they are of the same species, and 
endued with the same feelings. 

The order and regularity of this town must make an impre»- 
sion upon every stranger that visits it, more especially if he has 
ever witnessed the confusion and disorder bo conspicuous in the 
capital of Barbadoes. The slaves appear to be kept here in a 
state of discipline rather uncommon ; no noise, no riot, is ever 
heard in the streets. They salute every white person they meet 
with great respect, and, if two of them happen to quarrel in the 
streets, they are sure to be seized and punished by the officers 
of the police. This town is indeed the very reverse of Bridge- 
town in many respects. It should seem that the slaves otten 
smart from the efiects of this discipline, for one of the most 
disgusting sights which a stranger has to contemplate, is the 
frequent marks of the whip wMcb their naked posteriors so 
generally exhibit. 
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As soon Its the thunder-storm vras over, which was Terjr 
severe, and continued several hours, we repaired to the Go- 
vern ment-ho use, and met with a very hearty reception from 
the old general, who appeared to be nearly worn out by the 
eltmate and disease. He was very communicative, and made 
us the offer of his horses or his barge for any expedition that 
we might have in view during our stay. At his table w? 
met the officers of his staff, and a singular character, whom 1 
cannot avoid notieing as a specimen of the effects of indulging ' 
trifling propensities. A servant whispered me at dinner that 
*' Colonel White wished the pleasure of taking a glass of wine 
with me," I very soon perceived which was the gentleman to 
whose politeness I was indebted for the attention, as I had 
already learned the name and rank of every other person in 
uniform. He was seated opposite to me, and had on a staff 
uniform coat with two large golden epaulettes, but no mark to 
distinguish to what department be was attached. He was a 
man of between Bfty and sixty years of age, of very agreeable 
manners, and, as I received a great deal of attention from him 
after dinner, it induced me to enquire who he was. The officers 
of whom I asked the question laughed at my culling him Colonel, 
and informed me that he held no situation in the colony either 
civil or military, that he had been long an inhabitant respected 
for his urbanity of manners and hospitality, but the whimsical 
idea of wearing a military uniform had lately seized him, and he 
requested permission of thegovernorso todo. Greneral Hughes 
could not refuse to indulge a man so generally beloved in this 
capricious freak, and he has carried it so far as to assume the' 
title of Colonel, and appears, on all public occasions in a full- 
dress uniform. At the last birth-daj, he was at the expense of 
a new embroidered suit to appear in at the ball. 

The evening proved very wet, with thunder and lightning, 
which precluded the possibility of walking or riding out.' Th;s 
inconvenience was however compensated by the kind atten- 
tion of the officers of the garrison, with whom we remained till 
a late hour. The appearance of the forest in the night was to 
us both novel and agreeable ; it was illuminated by millions of 
fire-flies, constantly and rapidly moving in alt directions. The 
light they produced was sufficient to render the forest visible to 
some distance, though it was only distinguishable while they 
were in motion : the moment they stopped, we eould no 
longer distinguish them. I had no opportunity of examining 
the insect myself, nor could I gain much information by inqui. 
ries about it. The musquitoes appeared in greater numbers here 
tb^n io the islands, and were somewhat larger. I observed like^ 
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wiw soine centipedes am] spiders of much greater dimensiotu 
than what I had ever seen before, particularly of ihe last. 

Juh/ 12M. — ^We passed the night in the house of a merchant 
of respectability who has large contracts for government, 
and this morning were summoned to the breakfast of the 
hospitable general. After having visited whatever was deem- 
ed worthy of observation in the toivn, we prepared to return 
to the ship, for which purpose the governor politely made 
us the offer of his barge, a much more commodious vehicle than 
our own boats, being furnished with a comfortable cabin in 
the style of the city oarges on the Thames. Most of the rich 
inhabitants have similar liarges, some of them very expensively 
fitted-up, wherein they make excursions up and down the 
river. They can eat, drink, and sleep, in the cabin, and 
frequently devote to these parties a weet or more. T shall for 
ever regret that the nature of our service would not allow us to 
remainlong enough in this colony to join in one of these excur- 
sions. After taking leave of our hospitable friends in thegarri« 
•on, we loaded our own boats with pines, shaddocks, sap- 
padillos, and a variety of other fruits, and enterpd the gover- 
nor's barge, accompanied by six officers of the garrison, who 
went down with us to see their friends at Brams Point, who 
might be considered as in a state of exile while their duty con- 
fines them at that detached post. Our barge was rowed by 
twelve negroes, and assisted by a large lug sail whenever the 
direction of the river would allow it to be of any use ; so that 
our journey down to Brams Point was soon accomplished. 
Though the prospect of particular parts of this river is beautt- 
iul, yet the whole together is languid and monatonous,as there 
is no diversity of objects whatever to relieve the eye. In the 
neighbourhood of Paramarabo, where the estates are situated 
nearer together, the scenery of the banks was not without its 
charms, but at. a distance, above or below, there is nothing 
"which can possibly distinguish one part of the river from another. 
We met with a hospitable reception from the officers of this 
post, and after dinner returned to our ships. ■ The same 
evening we weighed, and proceeded with the convoy towards 
Tobago. 

Thursday, JSth. — In the morning at day<ligbt appeared off 
Tobago, and stood within five or six miles of ^rborough, the 
principal harbour, where several ships were ready for sea, 
waiting for our appearance. These came out and joined us, 
and we immediatefy made sail towards Grenada. The island 
of Tobago appears high and rocky, and is by no means of an 
inviting aspect; but it would without doubt present many 
romantic prospects on shore, as there is a chain of mouataias 
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BilteilJin^ llia whole length of it. In the evening, th^ hi^h 
land of Grenada appeared on our left-bow. 

Friday, July xhth. — About ten o'clock entered the h^bour 
bf Grenada, and anchored. We were imnjediately yUited by 
the Hon. Captain Uecourcy, who came off to meet his brother, 
ourcaptain. Thisgentlemanhoidsanexcellentsituation hereon 
the staff (deputy quartc.r-master-general), and appears to possess 
nil those amiable quulities which have so niuch endeared his 
brother to us. He giive all of us a pressing invitation to his 
house, and desired we would consider it as our home while we 
staid in the island. We were here visited likewise by Lieut. 
Burton, late first-lieutenant of the Nimrod, now commanding 
the Grenada brig on this station. With.him we went on shore 
to the town of St. Gaorge, which, like all other English towns 
in the colonies, contains nothing worth looking at. It is built 
upon uneven ground, and some of the streets are so steep as to 
render the descent in a carriage impfacticable. At the back of 
the town, the mountains rise ahnost perpendicularly to an im- 
mense height. It was now the middle ot the rainy season, and 
their summits were buried in the clouds. The frequent drenching 
showers of rain that fell, of course prevented our making ex- 
cursions oat of the town. We found one tolerable good inn, 
but nothing deserving to ba mentioned in the whole place. In 
the afternoon we repaired to the house of Captain Decourcy, 
which was pleasantly situated a little out of the town, at the 
bottom of tne bay which forms the harbour, and commanding 
• view of it. The harbour is large, and affords good anchorage 
to a great number ef ships, but is open to tlie west : on every 
other side it is well sheltered by the mountains. The house 
of Capt. Decourcy is placed in a romantic recess at the bottom 
of a mountain which rises almost perpendicularly behind it; and 
the barracks, which are built on the top, seem to hang directly 
over it. The«e were frequently hid from our sigM by the 
clouds which in the rainy season descend half way down the 
noiKitain sides. 

We were met at dinner by sever^ military officers, and our 
society was still more enliven«d by the presence of several ladies. 
'In the evening we retired to a spacious gallery looking into the 
garden, and most of the gentlemen present being mnsical ama^ 
teurs, the time was spent in singing a number of tavourile glees 
«nd dueU, accompanied by Mrs. Decourcy on the piano-forte. 
Some very beautiful pieces were performed in a masterly man- 
ner, and so inexhaustible were tliefT'.Tesources of amusement, 
that we did not think of separating till past midnight. The 
Sicilian Evening Hymn to the Virgin was then sung, (O 
sanclissima, purissima, i(e.) after which we.retired. 
Voyages and Travels, No. 6, Vol. J J. k. 
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SuTuiai/,JaIy\8ih. — The weather has continileH aninterrilptecll/ 
bad; torrents of rain, with lightnifig and thunder, the greater 
•part of the day and night. Ail this effectually preveiitetl onr 
visiting the interior of the island. 

, We have much to regret not being able to visit the extraor- 
dinary lake near the centre of the islaodf on tb^' lop of tlia 
mountains, very ofien literally above the clouds. We contiflued 
. to pass our time mostly at the friendly mansion of Captain 
pecourcy, axiii in the evening the musical party was again 
renewed, 

Ttuadoyt July ^Olh. — At ten this morning weighed anchor 
and put to sea with the convoy, to make the best of our way 
to Tortola. Whilst stjinding oiFand on, to collect the convoy, 
Captain Decourcy staid on-board with his hrother till we should 
naKe sail, having a boat alongside with six negroes waiting 
to take him on-shore ; thcBC were likewise several other boats 
alongside, holding on. While the ship, in standing over from 
one side of the bay to the other, was going with great velocity 
through the water, one of the negroes in Captain Decourcy's 
boat Having inadvertently veered away a part of the rope which 
held him, the boat was immediately run over by the one. next 
astern of her, hy which means it was turned bottom upwards- 
This was done in a moment^ yet all the negroes saved theeaselvts 
with great dexterity, laying hold instantly of the other boats, 
so that not one of them went astern of the ship. The boat, 
however, with ils bottom upwards, went astern, and dose by it 
a hat was seen floating ; upon which tno of tlie boats alongside 
nushed after it. The hat and the boat were soon picked up, 
.Dut some time was lost in a fruitiest search after the owner c^ 
the hat; nor did we for sometime know on-board the ship 
that they were all safe, yortunately no injury was done to tb« 
boat; and, as soon, as she could be hailed-out. Captain De- 
courcy and his companions took leave, with great regret ou 
both sides, and we made sail with the convoy. 

Wednesday, July igM. — Passed at a distance the islands of 
St. Vincent and St. Lucia. The tops of their high lands invi- 
sible, from being enveloped in clouds. 

Tuetday,July 2Sth. — A heavy gale of wind during the whole 
night, with a remarkably thick atmospbeie. No land could be 
seen, and we were not very confident in the correctness of our 
dead reckoniug. We supposed ourselves to be neur the Virgin 
.Gordas, but were afraid of running past them : we bore up, 
however, for the purpo^-of making the land, and were running 
down with great confidence into the most horrible dangers; fop, 
when the fog began to clear away, we saw the stupendous rock» 
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idf these islands just under our boiv. Some of the convoy were 
so close ill, that we were for some time under great apprehen- 
sions for their safety. 

These islands are the most harren in the whole West-Indian 
archipelago, but they do not the less display the most strange 
and fantastic scenery. By having run too far to the northward, 
we were under the necessity of coasting along the whole range 
of them very close in-shore, to come at the llound-rock pas- 
«age, which admits us to the harbour of Tortola. We now had 
& very near and distioct view of the rocks called the Fallen 
City, and certainly no name more appropriate oould have been 
given to theni. The general aspect of the Virgin Gordas is 
slack; but on thb island is also seen a vast series of white rocks, 
.arran<Ted with a kind of regularity in ridges, so as to exhibit to 
the eye a resemblance of streefs and squai-es and ruined build- 
ings. The passage between these islands to arrive at Tortola' 
is extremely narrow, having on one side a rock, which at a 
distance presents a figure nearly spherical, whence it has ob-' 
lainedlhe name of the Itourwi-rock. It forms an excellent mark 
to hit upon 'the passage. We anchored this same evening -at 
Tortola, where the whole convoy were assembled, and waiting 
ooiy our arrival to depart for Kngland. Tortola is among the 
least interesting of the Leeward Islunds. Its high and barren 
mountains, instead of the beautiful green which distinguishes' 
the other islands, exhibit a black and blenk appearance. The 
weather was gloomy and stormy, and the dark rocks around 
i^minded me of the coastof Norway, The town, like most of 
the English towns in the torrid regions, was ill-built, and pre- 
sented no object of interest. But, if Ihe exteiior of the bouses 
exhibited nothing very invit'mg, within at least hospitality 
ntesided ill a very extensive degree. The convoy being assem- 
aled here, a number of strangers were In the town, and the 
houses of the mei-chants were all converted into taverns, where 
Ko introduction was required, nor any reckoning thought of. 
I observed here a singular example of this virtue, which I was 
told was perpetual, — a huge bowl of punch, holding two or 
three gallons, standing all the forenoon upon ths side-board, 
*ilh a number of'tumblers about it, and several ladles; and 
whoever is thirsty hits only to walk in, and help himself. 

We remained two days at Tortola. during which time the 
state of the ship was again exauiincd, and the greatest apprc- 
hensten was enteiiained for her safety, as she certainly could 
not weather a severe gale. The Captain, a 74, was going 
Jiome with the convoy, and it was found necessary to order the 
lilimrod tO'keep close under her quarter during the passage. 
that she might be ready to give assistance 

KS 
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Oii'theSSth the signal for the convoy to -weigh was made, 
and we were aJl elate with the hope of seeing in a few weeks our 
native country , notwithstanding the crazy condition of the ship. 
But the cup of pleasure is often dashed trom our lips before we 
can taste the contents. The convoy was already under-weigh, 
and proceeding with a prosperous breeze to the northward of 
Tortola: — already was I taking the last farewell look at the re- 
ceding Antilles, when a hrig-of-war hove in sight, and informed 
the commodore, by signal, that she brought dispatches from tha 
admiral relating to us. I had in a few hours the mortification 
to find that 1 was tlie only individual concerned in these orders. 
The commander-in-chief had iixed upon me to send to the then 
^ckly island of Marie Gallante, recently taken from the French, 
and garrisoned by marines from the fleet. Four medical officers 
bad already died there, with more than half the garrison ; and 
the rest were nearly all in the hqspital. Thus, instead of re- 
turning to England, I was obliged to prepare for-tbis post of 
danger: h was, however, only exchanging one danger for an-* 
other ; for such was the state of the Nimrod, that it was found 
necessary to keep her together by ropes strapped round her; in 
which condition she arrived at Plymouth, to the no small asto- 
aishment of the shipwrights who broke her up. 

The bri^ sent to convey me to tlie commander-in-chief was 
called the Pultusk: she returned immediately to Turtola, and 
remained there two days to complete lier waiering, when we 
sailed for Antigua. This vessel had been a French privateer, 
ftnd was accounted the fastest sailer on the station : she had, in 
CQnsec{ueitce, been very successful. As she was to uiidei^o a 
repair, we proceeded to English-harbour, where the only dock- 
yard of importance on this station is established. This haibour 
is large, and deep enough to admit ships of any size, although 
ihe entrance is so narrow, that they are obliged to be warped 
ill. It is ^reeably situated, surrounded on all sides by lofty 
hills covered with shrubs. On the top of the ridges id the right 
wed left as you enter, are spacious and commodious barracks; 
and at the bottom of the harbour, which winds in a very pictu. 
resque manner round the projecting promontories, stands the 
Naval Hospital, on an elevated but not well-chosen spot. I'hers 
is no town here, though this arsenal is the principal one on tlie 
station, and a number of men-of-war are constantly here for 
repair. The principal town (St. John's) is on the west side of 
the island, about twelve miles from this place: the squadron 
was at this time lying there, though the admiral, with his stafT^ 
were at Knglish-harbour. Ships of war seldom come here but 
i^ir ttie purpose of refitting, a$ this is one of the most unhealthy 
% 
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vpots in tbe West Indies ; at least, there arc more seamen die 
here every year than in the whole Leeward Island station be., 
sides, witb the exception of Barbadoes. The situation itself is 
unhealthy, heln^ so surrounded that the rentilaiion is impeded, 
and the heat becomes Intolerable. Indeed, there seems to be no 
spot in these couutries but what is from time to time visited 
by the yellow fever, which renders ihem the grave of Europeans, 
But the causes of fever here are accumulated : the men ara 
employed at severe labour in the docli-yard bcnenth a vertical 
Kun -, and, in spite of the severest discipline, &nd the means of 
procuring rum at an easy rate, — a temptation no sailor caa 
n-ithsiand. If they see a single individual of sober habits Tall 
^ victim, it is a sufficient argument to them that temperance is 
no security, and they may as well enjoy the luxuries wbila 
within their reach. 

, Wben tbe shins are under repair, the crews are crowded ^I 
together into a long building called the Capstan -bouse, which, 
notwithstanding all the precautions taken to ensure ventilation 
ajid cleanliness, has eVBr been a hot-bed of disease. So fatai 
has English-harbour proved to our seamen, that tbe commander- 
in-chief, Sir Alexander Cochrane, who has aiviays evinced the 
utmost solicitude for the health of the men, has given strict or- 
ders with respect to this place. No captain is to go in here 
unless by positive orders ; and the ships that prove sickly are 
fitted with al) possible dispatch, and sent out to sea, where they 
become very soon healthy. It has been in contemplation to 
remove tlje hospital, as a much greater proportion of men were 
found to die there than at Barbadoes. The present situation has 
a swamp to windward of it ; and many men have never been 
affected with the fever until sent to the hospital with some other 
complaint. The projected removal to a height which enjoys 
the sea-breeze, is certainly very desirable. The chief snrgeon, 
Dr^ Cummins, had very recently fallen; his successor, Mr» 
Hardy, an amiable and accomplished young man and a pro~ 
found scholar, had just settled himself there. He had been four 
years in the country as surgeon to the Jason frigate; and he 
told me that, during all that time, he had never felt even a head- 
ach. A few weeks after my departure he too sunk under tbi> 
dreadful visitation. Whole ships' companies have been swept 
off twice over, during their repair at this pestiferous station. 
. As tbe squadron was to proceed immediiitely to Marie Gal- 
],ante, I took a passage in a store-ship to St. John's, where the 
ships were anchored at a considerable distance from the^ town ; 
and, as we sailed early the next morning, I had no opportunity 
«af visitiitg it, . I was informed, however, that' it waii more re- 
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gular and handsome than any of the pther English towns in thii 
country. The island of Antigua is the most considerable of the 
Leeward Islands; it is of much greater extent than even Bar- 
l>adoes, and is highly cultivated. The rum produced here is 
«qual to that of Jamaica, and is in great esteem throughout the 
islands. There is no doubt but the head-quarters of the station 
would be fixed here, but that the island of Barbadoes is situated 
to far to windward of all the rest, as to afford the greatest faci- 
lity «f siding immediately any military aid to any of the other 
islands. The packets hkewise from England arrive there for 
the same reason, and take the Leeward Islands in their way 
iiome. 

The morning after my joining the flag-ship, the sqaadroa 
Railed for Marie GaJiante, where we arrived on the third day 
from our departure from St. John's. We passed through the 
channel between the island of Guadaloupe and the httle island 
of Petite Terre. This last is an ■appendage to Marie GallanlCi' 
but is uniBhabited. It is a dat sandy island covered with wood, 
and has a fresh-water lake in the middle of it with plenty of 
£sh; there are also abundance of rabbits, guanas, hagouties, 
and other eatable animals. As we coasted along *he western 
side of Marie Gallante, we had an opportunity of remarking the 
beauties ef its landscape. This islano mnch resembles Barbadoes, 
and is of nearly the some dimensions; it is however more 
thickly covered wiih wood. It is a dependency to the govern- 
ment of Guadaloupe, and was taken possession of by some ship* 
of the 5F|4]adron in the beginning of March last, without order* 
from home, and without the concurrence of the commander-in- 
chief of the land forces. Sir Alexander Cochrane, however,- 
considered it a station of importance for the more effectual 
blockade of Guadaloupe, being about forty miles to windward 
of that island. In consequence of this misunderstanding, the 
admiral sent a garrison of marines from the different ships for 
its defence, and every man and officer connected with the gar-^ 
rison were of the navy or royal marines. 

The capture of this island was effected under citcumstances 
istber curious. Whether by accident or design, the attack 
was made early in the morning of the day which succeeded the 
last evening of the carnival. On this evening, all the inhabi- 
' tants from the highest to the lowest are making gala: they 
dance in every public place in the open air. The houses of tlie 
principal inhabitants, in fact the whole town of Grandbourg, is 
then one masquerade, where harmony and conviviality predo- 
minate. A great part of the night is spent in carousals; and at 
sun-rise the next morning few are to be found out of their 
beds, except some of the most determined dancers with their 



Digitized by GOOJ^IC 



Starit Galhmie. Tf 

flmtquerade dresses, who could not preseut any great obst&der 
to an invading enemy. 

About 200 men were landed from the Circe and two other 
ships in the bay of St. Louis, at s village of the same name 
about ten miles from Grandbourg, under the command of Captv 
Hugh Pigot, of the Circe, They marched along the shore with- 
out opposition, and arrived at the town between six and seven 
o'clock unperceived nntil within a quarter of a mile of the fort. 
They halted at the entrance of the town, and the news of the 
invasion was conveyed to the commandant whilst in bed, who, 
at this unseasonable disturbaoce,. huddled on his clothes, mount> 
ed his horse, and set off full speed to the interior of tlie' island, 
for the purpose, as he said, of raising the militia. Some of th» 
toirnsmen, on theiirstalarm,hadrun to thefort and dragged out 
an old iron field-piece, with a resolution to acti nor did they stop 
tilt within pistol-shot of the enemy. They next proceeded to 
load it, whilst a deputation had waited upon the commandant, to 
learn his intentions. The only order his haste allowed him to 
give, was to fire the field-piece ; one of the townsmen, how- 
ever, (an English merchant who had long been settled tliere^)! 
considering that they had no otfaer arms than this field-piece, 
and that it could only be fired once, took a flag of truce, and 
was commissioned by the townsmen to demand an hour for con- 
sidering on the capitulation. Captain Pigot, however, was not 
disposed to allow another minute, and the troops advanced 
in two columns on two different points at once. The field- 

Eiece was presently abandoned, the townsmen returned to their 
ouses, the French flag at the fort was superseded by the Eng- 
lish, and the island was in possession of an enemy before one- 
third of the inhabitants were out of their beds. '1 bay received 
the news of the change with perfect sang /loid, and enter- 
tained the English officers with their accustomed hospitality. A 
detachment was sent after the governor, who had taken refuge 
in one of the plantations, and he was brought in towards evening 
a prisoner of war. There was no regular force in this island 
except about eight or ten men, who of course were made prison- 
ers. The military force of the island consisted entirely of the 
militia, and amounted to above a thousand men ; but this kind 
of force was of little avail againut a coup dt main. 

The place thus taken possession of, a garrison of betweeu 
four and five hundred marines from the different ships were 
sent on shore fbr its protection. At first the troops were 
healthy, and the novelty as well as comfort of the situation, 
both for officers and men, threw them oif their guard, so that no 
precautions were taken against the approaching wet and sickly 
season. . The men were paraded and exercised in the ouddle of 
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the day, fieM-<lays were appoinled once or twice a<veelc, affir 
the same discipline was observed as if at Chatham barrdcks.' 
Tlie conscqiieQces of tiiis soon made their appearance ; the 
bead-qitafters were at Grandboiir^, a small town bailt in a 
swamp, and surrounded on ttiree sides by swamrpy grodnd, ex- 
tending to some distance, particularly to wJnJwartl. The fort 
and barracks were in the very worst place of this swampy 
ground ; tlie water accumulated Found their barracks, lint had 
any means been Concerted for security against danger, till the 
fever began to rage in a terrific manner. Many of tijese marines 
bad been a long time on the station, yet hjd never been on 
shore; a circumstance which placed them on a footing with 
new comers. But liiq greatest danger Was the facility with 
which tife worst rum in the world could be procured ; anu even 
the severe disciphne which was afterwards established, was not 
sufficient to keep many of the men from daily habits of intoxi- 
ualioi). 

In the latter end of May, ulcers became Very frequent, a 
disease as formidable aa fever, and even more destructive, aa 
being rendered almost incurable, from the bad habits above- 
inentioned. 

In the beginning of June the fever began its ravages. So 
formidable were its first attacks, that many |>ersons seized with 
it died within twenty-four hours: some in less time. Through* 
out the months of June and July it continued to gain strength, 
and in the beginning of August the officers began to experi- 
ence its deleterious effects. Eight of them in one fortnight (ex- 
clusive of the medical officers) fell victims to it. Such was the 
posture of affairs when I went on shore in this island : the gar- 
rison was reduced to less than two hundred men, of which 160 
were in the hospitals. 

I was, as usual in these islands, much gratified with the beauty 
of the country, but more so with the nejtitess of the town ; 
which, though comparatively a village, was fiir superior in ele- 
gance to any English town I had seen within the tropics. The 
streets all intersected each otlier at right angles, and there are 
three very handsome little squares. The governor (Capt, Pigot) 
bad taken possession of a very commodious dwelling belonging 
to the priest of the parish, situated a very shorl distance out of 
the town, and provided with every accommodation that could 
be required, though on a small scale. The French Government- 
faou^e had been given up to the troops, on account of the un- 
wholesome situation of the barracks. 

The state of the garrison was deplorable ; every man that 
was attacked with the fever considered his case hopeless, and 
became indifferent as to his fate. So persuaded were they 
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" "of dying if carrted to the hospital, that they woftld frequaritl y 
-sterete themselves in the houses of the coloured Inhabitants, or 
in any place where they could find shelter. I had frequently 
to seek- them out in the town and its vicinity, and found great 
-difficulty in persuading them to quit their retreat. This difficulty, 
however, was overcome as the mortality became less, and con> 
.6dence was restored. As the men hecame convalescent, they 
were sent up the country upon a more elevated situation, where 
-Itospitals were hired by the governor for the pu^ose of provid- 
ing change of air. These were at the distance of about two 
miles from the town, and as many of the sick as coiild witb 
safety be removed were sent up there. Of the marihe officers 
of the garrison there only remained two or three, and all the 
medical officers were either dead or obliged to leave the island 
in consequence of the fever, which had brought them to the 
verge of the grave. I had taken two assistant-surgeons on shoris 
with me, neither of whom were alive three weeks after. 

The severity of the duty allowed me little tebure to make ez- 
-cursions into the country, excepting that part of it where the 
hospitals Were situated. An event, however, soon after occurred 
which gave me the opportunity of seeing a great part of it. This 
^circumstance merits a deiailed account, as 1 believe it never ap- 
peared before the public in any other form than the moilest and 
concise dispatch of Captain Pigot to the commander-in-chief, in 
which, whatever concerned himself was either suppressed or 
but slightly noticed. 

' The French inhabitants of the island were dissatisfied with 
their new masters, and wished to rectyve/ their lost bonoiir; 
(for, iji a commercial point of view, they were much the better 
for the change,} and they concluded that now ornevqr was the 
time to effect it. They had closely watched the progress of the 
/ever, and saw with pleasure the effective strength of the gar- 
rison reduced to about five-and-twenty men, the rest being sick 
in the bospiuls. Hereupon, the most turbulent and dissatisfied 
of them sent over a petition to General Ernouf, the governor of 
Guadaloupe, beseeching him to assist them, and stating that 
with sixty men they would answer for making all the English 
garrison prisoners. This indeed Was possible ; and so com- 
pletely were the officers of the garrison off tli^ir guard, that 
though every woman and child in the island was' well acquaint- 
ed with the conspiracy, and the men could not restrain their in- 
solence and even menaces towards us, yet the governor and 
his stafF considered themselves in the most perfect security, and 
laughed at the idea of any such attempt:. Np precaution whali- 
ever was taken to prevent surprise ; and, indeed, had the thing 
been foreseen, the garrison wa^ not in a condition to have ez- 
'VoYACiii and Tkavels, No. G, Fol. 11. l 
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erted much vigilance. It was on the 18th of August that I 
landed here, and could scarcely find sufficient men in health to 
.take care of the dck. My own duty consequently was so se- 
Tere, that I had do time to visit or form acquaintances with anj 
of the inhabitants: I had heard much oftheir hospitalityand po- 
liteness from the few remaining officers in the garrison, and fronn 
the few with whom I had any intercourse I found the account 
verified. 

It was on the evening of the SSd, four days after my arrival, 
that, returning from my visit to the country hospitals, I was 
stopped by a planter whose house I was passing, and who came 
out and very politely requested of me to alight and ioin in a 
convivial party withm. This invitation was seconded by a lady 
of elegant manners, the mistress of the house, who likewise 
came out into die road to make her request: she was followed 
by several well-dressed females, who appeared to be interested 
in the petition. It was not easy to withstand the solicitation of 
such petitioners ; and tbough I had never seen them before in 
mj hie, yet such was the appai'ent cordiality of their invita- 
tion, that I could not resist the officious politeness with which 
my horse was conducted to the stable and myself to the house. 
There were a number of persons of both sexes assembled, and 
the greatest attention possible was paid to me by every indivi- 
dual, 1 was informed by the ladies that their priocipal motive 
for stopping me was to eng^e me to do them the honour of 
breakfasting with tliem next morning, as tbey expected a num- 
ber of friends. They were aware that my time was much oc- 
cupied with the sick ; but, as I generally passed their bouse 
about the hour of breakfast, they thought I might spare half tax 
hour to honour them with my company. There is something so 
persuasive in tbe eloquence of a French lady, and she meets 
all your objections with so many accommodating arrangements, 
that, though I could ill spare tlie time, I consented to breakfast 
there. The next request was, that I would engage as many of 
the officers of the garrison as I could to accompany me, and 
particularly the adjutant (Mr. Jones], for whom they express* 
ed the greatest esteem. In fact, they would not let me go uo- 
til I had promised to use all my influence with him. This pro- 
mise obtained, I was allowed to retire as soon as I thought 
proper. On returning to tbe town I communicated the invi- 
tation to the adjutant, and engaged him to go up with me the 
next morning to breakfast. No suspicion was entertained by 
either of us of any sinister design, and in the morning, whilst' 
I was visiting the town hospitals, the adjutant made Tree with 
my horse to go to the appointed lendezvons^ and took a negro 
servuit with him to bring turn back for me, I had completed 
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nty morning visit before I knew any thing of this, and felt my:, 
self disappointed at being deprived of my horse. It was alreaay 
eight o'clock, (the hour appointed,) and the horse did not re- 
turn i and, as I had little time to lose, I determined on break- 
fasting with the governor that morning. I escaped, however, 
an adventure by this circumstance which might have proved 
disagreeable, and which the adjutant had to encounter. The 
distance to the house of the planter with whom we were to have 
breakfasted was about two miles from the town, and the road 
lay through a ravine, the sides of which were richly ornament- 
ed with trees ; and^, among the rest, a number of orange^ 
lime, lemon, mammy apple, and other fruit-trees, growing 
without culture, and forming a most enchanting scene, more 
Jike the works of art than of nature. Along this delightful val- 
Jey the adjutant wab riding slowly, accompanied by the negro 
on foot, and had just ascended the hilJ on which the estate is 
situated, wrapt in deep reflection, which the scenery alone was 
well calculated to inspire, when he was accosted suddenly by a 
soldier in a French uniform, who, after challenging him re- 
peatedly without being noticed, at last fired at him, just as he 
perceived the ambuscade laid for him. A few yards before him 
were seated on the ground a number of French officers, witb a 
great many of the most respectable inhabitants of the island, 
who were making a sumptuous breakfast under the shade of the 
trees, and who constituted the friends we were invited to meet. 
The shut from the sentry pierced and knocked off the adjutant's 
hat: in the confusion which this surprise created he applied 
spurs to the horse, and the animal sprung forward in an instant, 
and clearing the breakfast apparatus, to the astonishment of all 
who were engaged at it, he dashed into the thicket, and disap- 
peared in a moment. 

In this interval, however, sereial shots were Qred at him by 
the sentries ; and I hare since learned that it was at the solicita- 
tion of the ladies present, particularly of the lady of the maa. 
sion, that no further attempt was made to secure his person. 
The friends we were so earnestly solicited to meet were no 
other than a detachment of ISO men sent by General Ernuuf 
from Ouadaloupe, and who landed in the night in the Bay of 
St. Louis, under the command of a colonel. All the principal in- 
habitants had joined this party, and by appointment they break- 
fasted in the open air at the lief ore-mentioned estate, previously 
lo their attack upon the town, I have reason to believe, from 
the subsequent conduct of these ladies, that they had no other 
intention than that of securing our persons without exposing us 
to danger, and at the same' time to leare the garrison as des- 
titute of officers as posaible. The whde a&ir being by this ac- 
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cideat diicovered, the French had nothing to. do fant to finish 
their biealcfkst with all possihie dispatch^ and proceed at once 
on the attack. 

The officers of the staffwere all at breakfast with the gover- 
nor, when the adjutant, who had by a circuitous route e^ 
caped from the eneoiy, arrived at full gallop at the GovernmenU 
house, withont his hat, and announced in a few words the 
proximity of the French force. At the same moment the sen- 
tries at the door descried the bayonets of a column of men de- 
scending a hill at the distance of about a mile. The Circe fri- 
§ate, then lying in the roads, fired a gun, and communicated 
le information of another column being seen in a different di- 
rection, and about the same distance. No time was to be lost ; 
whatever measures were necessary must be taken with the ut- 
most promptitude. What marines could be mustered capable 
of duty were iastaotly under arms, and eighty men were l^ded 
as expeditiously as pbssible from the frigate. The governor 
determined on defending himself in the fort, which was nothing 
more than a small square, sufroundedon three sid^s by woodea 
palisades, and on the fourth, next the sea, by a breast-work. 
This, was the only side on which there was no danger of attack > 
the other three sides were open to the enemy. The entrance 
into this fort formed one of the sides of a neat small square^ 
overgrown with grass and planted with two rows of trees, the 
three other sides being occupied with houses. The greatest 
length of this square must oe short of a huudred yards.— 
On the eastern side of the town was a savannah or meadow of 
about a quarter of a mile over, towards which one of the 
French columns was seen rapidly advancing. In cffder to keep 
these in check for a short time, till the men could be landed 
from the frigate, about sixteen marines were marched over the 
savannah close up to the spot where the French column of about - 
60 men were then resting on their arms under some tamarind- 
trees, waiting the arrival of the other columns. Having pre- 
pared for the reception of- wounded men in the fort, I accom* 
p&nied the governor and his staff to the savannah, where I bad 
great satisfaction in witnessing the intrepidity of the marinei, 
who advanced very close up to the French corps and diicbarged 
a volley amongst them, which did great execution, ajthough at 
the same time another column of equal force was fast advancing 
to their assistance. The French were not a little disconcertra 
by the bold attack of this handful nf men, and began immedi- 
ately to repel the assailants. The mvines retired in open order 
in toe manner of light troops, and disputed every inch of the 
ground with great brayery, bayioE ^'^^ ^^^^ killed and two or 
wiee wpiutded. 
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Tfafi seamen veie by this tim* landed, and every thing io the> 
fort made ready for defence. Two six-poundera were placed- 
in the gateway, and the men were arranged, aa well as circum- 
stances would permit, close within the palisades. The marines, 
retired in excellent order into the fort, and were quickly foU, 
lowed by the French, whose numbers were rapidly increasing . 
by the inhabitants joiniqg them ; the town was per&ctly evacu- 
ated, and the housesshut up. The commandant of the garrison 
^Major Tilleslev) on hearing the first alarm, mounted a horse 
and galloped □□ into the country, to assure himself of the 
streneth and observe the movements of the enemy. It so hap-, 
peneo that he took a different road to that by which they had 
come down, so that be penetrated as far as our hospitals without 
seeing them, and began to consider the alarm as false, especi- 
ally as at the first hospital nothing had heen seen of them. On. 
arriving at the secoDO, however, he. was informed hy the ta&x- 
that they bad been made prisoners, and that a. sentry had been. ^ 
placed over them, who was afterwards removedi As- this hos- 
pital commanded a view of the plain below, the major could 
liow plainly discover their whole force and all their movements.. 
The skirmishing on the savannah had already be^un, and no 
time was to be lost, as the enemy was now between oim and th& 
fort. After directing the men in the hospitals to steal down as 
well as they were able by the sea-side to the fart, he took the- 
same direction himself at full speed, and passing unpercetved. 
in the rear of the enemy, gained the beach, and thus was en« 
abled to pus unseen by them till he came into the little square 
just opposite to the gates of the fort, which he entered at the^ 
same moment with mem, and on the same side, but at oppoute. 
corners. And here it semed as if his good fortune had forsaken. 
Mm, far the owner of the horse he had taken happened to live 
at this very corner, and the animal positively refused carrying 
him any further; a contest of some minutes here took plac*. 
between them, in the very teeth of the enemy, several of whom- 
fired at him and slightly wounded the horse. This circum-. 
stance made the animal set off at full speed, and the major 
dashed into Uie fort just at the moment the French began the 
attack. As they approached the corner of the street which 
opeus into the little square and brought us once more in sight 
of each other, their drums beat the pas'de charge, and we sup- 
posed it was their intention to attempt to carry the fort b^ as- 
sault. Immediately after, the commanding officer made his ap- 
pearuice, accompanied by a serjeant and drununer, marching 
in ordinary time at the head of his division as upon parade ; 
aji(t in this order be advanced nearly into the middle of the 
sguaTB. Tbetroops,however»did not follow him, as he .S^emx 
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to hare supposed, but immediately occupied tbe bouiet on two 
sides of the square. 

The governor (Captaiu Pigot) and most of the officers were 
standing at the gates of thefurt ; not a shot had yet been fired, 
and every one was kept in readiness and suspense. The French 
officer had now advanced near enough to have spoken the go. 
Ternor, if such had been his intention ; and such 1 think it must 
have been , or his conduct otherwise could not be accounted for ; 
for he raised his sword as if for the purpose of salute, and I 
bave always been ofopinion that this was what tie meant, for we 
were standing not more than twenty yards from him. It is cer- 
tain that they did not expect resistance ; but, whatever might be 
bis intention, the French troops, who had now occupied all the 
windows of the houses, took it as a signal to fire, and instantly 
they discharged a volley from their whole force. Capt. Figot 
attempted to prevent tlie seamen from firing till he could as> 
certain the intentions of this officer ; but it was too late, for 
^ey had been kept several minutes in breathless suspense, and 
riie moment they received the enemy's fire, the fatal trig- 
gers were pulled ; and, as this unfortunate officer presented so 
conspicuous a mark, he bad a number of pieces directed to- 
wards him. He staggered a few yards and fell. The serjeant, 
at the first alarm, retreated to a tree, but he did not escape a 
wound which afterwards proved mortal. The drummers nad 
already retreated toJ;he corner of tbe square, and were there 
killed. The combat now went on with great spirit on both 
ndes, and was kept up till nearly four in the afternoon. The 
French occupied not only the houses in the immediate vicinity^ 
but every other that would afford theni shelter, and an oppor- 
tunity of firing upon the fort. Between three and four o'clock, 
a column of m£a were seen approaching by the road leading to 
St, Louis, with a large flag, the colours of which could not be 
distiDguished, but the general appearance of the men was blue. 
They we're first descried by the French, who were expecting a 
moforcement of sixty regulars from that quarter, and were 
anxiously looking for them. We had no expectation of a rein- 
forcement from any quarter, and therefore did not look after them; 
but they were seen from the frigate, w^.o made us a signal to 
inform us of their arrival. We could make nothing out from 
lieir appearance, hut the probability was that they were French. 
Shortly after the appearance of two ships beating up from the 
northward was announced by the frigate : this gave us hope, 
but the movements of theenemy soon revealed the truth. They 
bad the opportunity of reconnoitring, which we had not, and 
bad made tnem out to be a body of British sailors, in conse- 
quence of which they beat the retreat. This they ^bcted so 
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hastily, m to leave tbeir killed and wounded upon the ground. 
Meaawhile the column of acamen moved on, inarching four 
deep, vith a large union jack fastened to a pole ; the French 
just contrived to eetout of their way, and they entered the town 
about four o'clock. It appears that the Ulysses and a sloop^f- 
war bad anchored that morning in the bay of St. Louis, and 
perceiving two or three very large canoes upon the beach, Capt, 
Maude suspected that a descent had uken place, as the thing 
had long been talked of ; and, hearing the firing from the fort, 
he lost no time in disembarking a hundred and twenty men 
from the two ships, and heading them himself, proceedaa to our 
relief, ft is a curious circumstance, that on their march (which 
was conducted in a compact body, without either advanced or 
rearguard) they passed a column of French, the same which 
the enemy was so anxiously looking for, without seeing them. 
The French, not much admiring the strange equipment of this 
party, had retired behind a mill on the side of the road, and 
allowed tfaem to pass unmolested. 

To say the truth, their appearance was a little uncouth ; for 
e^ch man was armed with a black ship's musket and a cutlass, 
with two huge pistols stuck in bis belt. Some had red night- 
caps, some white hats, and not a few were provided with long 
boarding- pikes. In addition to this, their enormous flag and 
singular mode of marching, cast such an air of ferocity and 
singularity over the whole body, that the French may be thought 
to have acted wisely in not trying any experiments upon 
them. 

The whole of the troops from Guadaloupe had been brought 
oyer in large canoes, containing about fifty men each : the first 
division that arrived had taken the precaution to haul their ca- 
noes over the beach upon a beautiful lake; of which 1 shall have 
occasion to spsak hereafter. They were hereby concealed 
from the observation of any English ships of war that might 
come into the bay. The last division, however, had neglected 
that precaution; as they arrived so late, that it was necessary 
for tnem to march immediately to the scene of action. 

As the French retreated we continued to annoy them as long 
as they were within reach of our guns. We had in the fort an 
extremely long twenty-four pounder, with which the seamen 
continued firing at the French as they ascended a hill at the 
distance of more than a mile. They could see by the dust that 
the allot fell very near them. I was informed afterivards, by 
different persons who accompanied this retreat, that one of the 
shot killed a n^ro, who, according to the custom of the conn. 
try, had hold of the tail of one of the French officers' horses. In 
ssceadiog a hill, or when moving slowly, th^e negroes, instead 
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•of watfcinp directly behind, still keep hfM of the horse's wU, and 
■walk on one side. This happened to be the case with this hegro 
'at the time he was struck by a twentyfonr pound shot; whtcb, 
however, did no injury to the officer or the norse. 

Another curious incident occurred in the town during the 
action. Although the inhabitants in general had fled, vet some 
■few remained ; probably from excessive fright, not Knowing 
weii what to do. Among these few were'three young ladies of 
<reBpeciabiiity, who happened to be at the time alone in their 
'house, which was close to the beacb; and, having no one to con- 
duct or protect them, they remained during the action with 
an old negro-woman, lying upon the floor of their parlour. The 
frigate kept up a constant Are upon that part of the town occu' 
pied by the French, and harassed them very much in their 
retreat. A shot during the contest had passed through the 
room where these young ladies were lying, and grased the floor, 
passing out afterwards through the side of the house. When 
the firing from the fort had ceased, the frigate still continued, 
as before observed, to harass the retreat of the French across 
^e savannah. The old negro-woman at length erCw tired of 
her confinement, and must needs get up to look out at the 
window towards the sea. The firing of the frigate could her6 
be seen to great advantage; for every shot passed within a fevr 
yards of them. She c^Ied to tiie young ladies, and entreated 
them much to come and see the beautiful effect of the frigate 
firing. With a great deal of entreaty she at length persuaded 
one of them to rise from the floor and come to the window. 
The younger sister was just about to follow her, when a. shot 
from the frigate passed in at the window, carried away the old 
woman's bead, and the young lady, who was close beside her, 
was instantly covered with brains and blood. This terrified 
them so much, that tbey could not muster up courage enough 
lo rise, till one (^ the English oflicers, having heard that they 
were in the house^ went to their relief. 

After this fatiguing day things wore a diftrent aspect. The 
French had retired to the helots " covered with glory," and 
we had little in 6uf possession besides the town ; but, as we bad 
gained an addition of force, we did not apprehend any regular 
attack from the enemy. We were compelled, however, to teep 
a very sharp look-oot, to prevent surprise> The French com- 
nanciaflt, immediately on landing, had issued a proclamation, 
neqniring all the inhabitants capable of bearing arms, to repair 
to his head-quarters immediately,, on pain of death. He col- 
lected by this means about a thousand 'men, yet still did not 
think this a sufficient force tO' undertake another expedition 
aguntt in ; for which rcasoQ be sesC to Guadtlope to riequnt 
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tetiflerf and EDore troopfc In tbis first auack, indeed; he ma^ 
uifeited in a considerable degree that virtue so esseotialto^ 
{general which we name prudence ; for in the packet of the 
officer to whom he had confided the command were found in- 
^tructionsa by which it appeared thai the commandant thought 
it mare suitable lo his dignity to remain 4n the heights, where 
he could observe in security what was i>assing in the plain 
Wlow, so he deputed the next in command (a captaio-serjeant, 
^'ho lost his life as above related] to go down, and bring tha 
governor and officers of the garrison close prisoners to his head- 
Quarters; if necessary, to kill the sentries at tiie govecntff'a 
4oor} or any of the officers who should make resUtance; to 
Ifoist the French fi»g, and establish a strong guard over tlis 
prisoners. 

The sovernot immediately sent a dispatch to the commander 
if) chiefat Barbadoes, requestisiv assistance ; and, in tbe inter- 
val, we remained at a respectful distance asunder, looking afi 
one another. The French contrived to obtain a small reinforce- 
tpent from Guadaloupe, with two iron field-pieces. At lengths 
^fter ten days, the Captain 74, arrived with a reinforcement 
of four companies of^ the 9th West India regiment (a black 
Cf>rps), under the command of Lieut, -Colonel Blackwell; who 
were no sooner landed, than preparatiotis were made to marcii 
in pursuit of the enemy, A Sig of truce was sent up to his^ 
head-qjiaiiers in the afternoon, with a-summons, to which «. 
v;ery pompous answer was returned, importing a determination 
to perieb'SWord in hand sooner than accept any termj- 

Orders were given for the troops to be in readiness to marcb' 
at two in the naming, and all the necessary arrangements were 
nade. Wa accordingly moved forward about four, and arrivet)- 
at the enemy's hend-quarters before daylight; but tliey had 
retired as soon as they heard our drums ana bugles, and takei) 
a position about two mites further up, where they resolved to 
defend themselves. It was an e^itaie aituated on a bill, and ua^ 
taratly a very strong post. There they might have made a 
spirited stand, having so advantageous a position and double 
our numbers. Our advanced* guard arrived before this post 
ajDout daylight, and a skirmishing began. The French did no* 
flinch in theleast, till our main btKly coming up, two field-pjecei' 
Vere then brought to bear upon tliem: tney retreated fgrthe^ 
iaiothe country, and attempted to make a stand upon tbe next 
height. This statioir^ after a quarter of an hour's lighting, w3«- 
earried.by the black troops with the bayonet. l^veraToiea were, 
lost on both sides in tbis affair, and a field-piece taken fromthft 
i^rench, together with a number of prisoners. - 

The tcoops halted at this last place for some titoe, and break* 
VpyAGti 9n4 T»A.vjEL9j ^0. 6, y^l. IJ. M . 
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fasted, dispatching only agnail party to watch the ensmy, wbo 
retreated in some confusion , leaving their only remaining field- 
jxece on the road. Indeed, so bad were the roads, that the 
difficulty of carrying it forwards more than counterbalanced the 
advantage of it. The guns were obliged to be drawn by oKeo, 
and, so great was the exertion of the men who assisteti in thia 
Service, that we lost two of them, who dropped down dead at 
the first position we arrived at. It was therefore determined to 
•end back the field-pieces, as soon as we discovered that the 
French had none to oppose to us. After a few hours, we foU 
^wed the enemy's route, who had hitherto been directing hit 
course northward. He was evidently much hvassed, as w& 
continued to pick up stragglers, who were too exhausted to 
keep up with the main body. Amongst these was a deserter^ 
who had run away from, the garrison several weeks before the 
invasion, and concealed himself in the country. As soon as the 
trench landed, he bad enlisted into their service j as had also 
another deserter from us. This poor wretch was taken on the 
march, with arms in his hands, and, as soon as the troops halted, 
^as brought out to he shot. The sentence was carried into im- 
mediate execution, no time being allowed him. This man had 
greatly aggravated his offence, by his insolent and oppressive 
treatment of the English who were made prisoners in the hos- 
pital, over whom he was occasionally placed as a sentry. The 
unfortunate man pleaded very hard for an hour to collect him-- 
gelf ; but circumstances would not allow of it, as, according to 
the military law, a man taken under such circumstances must 
suffer death on the spot, witliout any formal trial. 

We halted at length for the night, at a large estate about 
twelve miles from Grandbourg ; and at daylight again continued 
pur pursuit. We learned from the prisoners, that the redoubt- 
able^commandant, instead of perishing sword in band, had for- 
saken his companions in arms, and without making known his 
intention to any 1)iit the next in command, had made his escape 
to Guadaloupe in a small canoe, without his coat, for fear of 
being picked up by the English. He assigned as a reason to 
jhe officer next in command, that he was going to procure as- 
sistance from General Ernouf, to drive the English out of the 
island.' We learned also that the militia were falling off very 
iast since the attack in the morning. Indeed, several of the 
priocinal colonists had come to our head-quarters ; and we ob- 
tunetf a list of all wbo had signed a requisition to the governor 
of Guadaloupe, and bad been the chief conspirators in this 
affair." 

The affairs of the French became every hour more desperate:, 
fhey changed the course of their-march, and directed it' to the 
|vestward upon St. Louis. We followed close at their beelsw 
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hnA nbout eight o'clock in the morning drove thetn from an 
ettate where they made some resistance, A melancholy cir^ 
cumstance occurr^ here. An English merchant, Mr. B., who had 
visited this colony for comtnercial purposes, aod who was well 
Icnown to the officers of the garrison, had, some weeks before, 
eone up into the interior on account of ill health. This gentleman 
fell into the hands of the ETrench, who detained him a prisonerj 
and had marched him from post to post. From this last post thejr 
were driven so hastily, that he found means to conceal himself 
mnd to be left behind. They retreated from the estate only- at 
ihe moment that the advance of the black regiment entered itt 
Mr. B — — was concealed in the mill: it was not supposed that 
the French had evacuated it, and the troops advanced with cau" 
tioD, expecting every instant to be surprised. At this unfortu-, 
nate iuncture, Mr. B. came out from his retreat, and peeped^ 
votina the corner of the mill, to look for the English. Oa 
•eeiog the well-known red jackets, be advanced in a transport 
vf joy, and was instantly sbot by one of the black soldiers, who 
took him for a Frenchman. He lived long eoough to take leave 
of his old friends and acquaintances, at least the few of them ' 
that tbe fever had left. Every Englishman deeply deplored the 
fate of this unfortunate young man. 

The French were now considerably reduced in numbers, ai 
tbe inhabitants were stealing away to their homes, and no pro^ 
pect of any amelioration in their affairs presented itself. Tbey 
were driven from every post almost as soon as they occupiea 
it; and at length, by a dexterous movement of the English 
troopsi were completely surrounded. It is but justice to the 
French officers and men to add, that whilst this movement was 
tnakiog, their resistance was noble and gallant ; but being re- 
duced in numbers, and surrounded, they ceased to fire^ and 
Iioisted tbe white Bag. They had previously sent an officer 
irith a flag-of-truce to our head-quarters, but not knowing 
where they were, he missed us; and tbe detachment, to th& 
number of 280 men, surrendered, aTew miles fram the village c^ 
St. JJouis. Tile men and officers were sent on-board the men. 
of-war in that bay, and with ihem as many of the inhabitants as 
had rendered themselves conspicuous in this contest. Their 
estates were placed under sequestration, and themselves exiled 
for a time ; but, in the course of a year, every thing was 
restored to tbeni. 

it was not till some time after this invasion that tranquillity 
was completely restored in the garrison. Reports of another 
invasion were in constant circulation, and readily believed. The 
fatigue and harassing which the soldiers and seamen had under- 
gQae daring this short campaign, proved much more fatal than 
M 2 
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(tie tutSels or steel of the enemy, especially to tfie seameA -frfto 
were landed from the different sbifra. Fortunately, ow hospi. 
tsls being ^o full of our own men, we bad no room for them, and 
^tiey wei<e immediately removed to tbcir respective ships. £ 
eay foftunately, for, being taken off tWs pestifetxius ktaod, they 
had a tnuch'betier chance of recovery than in it. Many, how* 
ever, who were taken up to Barhadoes, died there of the tiever 
they 'had contracted in Marie Gallante. Our own pick, it 
(nay be supposed, did not benefit much by the confusion ; in 
fact, their tinmbers were greatjy increased; for all the uew 
coiners felt the effect of this fever almost immediately, anjl 
tbe Ust was Considerably augmented by the addition of tb« 
wounded men, both English and Frendi. One of my fever 
patiebta, who was at death's door, was killed by a shot from the 
fwty bs kta jay in ^is bed on the asd, the first day of the invai' 
'bion. SoOie of <the Fredchbad entered the hospitalfortheipun- 
^ofi£ of 'firing -from tbe windows uptw tbe fort; this attracted 
tte attention of tbe seamen in tbe fort, many of whom w«n 
igndrant^>f rtsbeitig tbe hospital. Tbe building was of wood^ 
■kod the shot bad a free passage through it. Ine youth who 
HWtUslife in this Way Was lying in his cradle with his bead 
towards tbe fort, and the shot, after passing through the bead-> 
faoanl of the bed, entered at tbe top of the skull, and waa 
l«n in sone part of his body. He 'would undoubtedly hara 
diaU in a few hours, bad this aocideirt never bappenedv 
Besides the two lassistant-supgeon^ who accompanied me on 
liiore, another -who was landed from the Captain 74, dted 
tvilbin three days from his setting foot on shore. Tbe ex- 
cessivc fatigues of duty soon added myself to the list of fever 
patieDts, and'obliged me to resign my laboun> andtahetomy 

I shall not d^ell on the history of -my suffermga during * 
confiiiemeiit of more than six weeks, but obaerve, that the goi 
vefnmeiit of die island during that period, was transferred t» 
Captain Maurice, and that tne fever had nearly disappeared 
#ronthc^ck4i3t. As soon asl I'ecoveredimy strength, 1 used to 
ride oW every day, for tbe sake of beak*» and viewing tbe de* 
lightiful scenery of the island. Although in many respects it iie- 
*einMes Barbadoes, and possesses all its iamdecttpe-beauties, yet 
it poetesses a great number which arepecaliar to itself.. Tbd 
hrlls, though not very high,, abound in wood and rich foliagej. 
*he;asoeiHis in geirerfll easy, aniS o» their summits is mostly 
found a verdant pkiin of some entent. The aayines, thooghiii 
a state of nalun:, present all tbe strftlng f*atR«ea which -are 
lisoally in Europe theresultof art : in fact, a great part «f the 
Jdaod-recalla tihe ideaof tta. fii^iivh-geatlcaiuiQ^.pa^f va^ 
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fhere are many spots, the features of which are now stfAngly 
imprint»l oa my meaiory, that, for -symmetry and beaaty, 
far surpass any thing which Kew or Kensingtop GarderMoao 
boast. The ravines, in general, rise by a gradual and easy as* 
cent; yet there are some which would vie with any Alpine 
4.ouotry in their abrupt and rugged sides. These ravines abound 
with fmit-trees, which grow, without culture, in abundanoef 
particularly the leinon, a spedes of Seville orange, the mmnmy 
Bppic, custard-apple, sour-sop, sappodillo, and the goava ; of 
which laiit there is a superior species peculiar to tbis island. 

-^ost of the ravines, after entering them from the bottoei, ate 
foDitd to branch off in various directions, which branches aw 
^aeraliy separated by bold promontories of considerable height, 
covered with woodto ibeir summits. Their bottoms are covered 
tpJth a verdant carpet, which may vie with any park in Britain^ 
and foriu tjie most delightful rides imaginable. At one time, « 
£ne wide, lawn, with gently sloping sides, covered with lolitjr 
-trees, winds round the bottom of the hill, opening continual^ 
fliHne variegated view, with now and then tlie mouth oS ataip 
other ravine unexpectedly presenting itself, with fresh tieatuncs 
4hat (empt the traveller out of his road for the pleasure of exk 
iploring it. Then the amphitheatre begins to contract by 6b- 
frees, till at length two-horses abreast can no longer gain admits 
jtance. The fohage closes over your head; the ripe goava now 
juid then leaves the mark of its exuberant pulp upoo your 
clothes, .or even face ; the road tlien becomes steeper, till at 
length you emerge unexpectedly into daylight, and feel .again 
the refreshing innoence of the trade-wind. Here a fine vcaraant 
plais stretches helore you, and at your feet appears the sea, 
and the fiat land, wliich extends in unequal distances from the 
beach. The entrance into these ravines from above is often sb 
(:oncealed asto be very difficult to find, without a guide ; and 
even when entered from below, at their mouths, a stranger is verf 
apt to lose bimse If amongst the' ramifications here described. 
. Towards the north end of the rishind the prospect beeomet. 
more and more diversified ; the. hills and ravines are of a much 
bolder ^aracter, the woods thicker, with a greater number of 
timber- trees. The form of the hills, too, is more fantastic ; and 
■rery extensive tracts are found here, untouched by the band of 
saan, and in all the rude mt^esty of nature. Here is stiJl a 
wnall remaant of the aboriginal natives, the Caribees ; there 
are many families to be met with here said to he Caribs, but [ 
faavo. always suspected them to have been mixed with African 
pr French blood. I saw, however, during the campaign, a oiaH 
^od a woman whom curiosity had attracted to one of the most 
^ifMi^^Ea of the Frensh posts, whom i considered to be genuine 
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C&tHh. They were of a dark copper colour, with long Uack 
hair, flat faces, and a countenance more hideous than that of an 
African negro. They were filthy in their persons, and quite 
naked, excepting a very slight covering round the waist. 
Iliese persons did not understand the common Negro-Frencb^ 
except a very few words, nor could I find any negro that could 
converse wito them. 1 could obtain but little information re- 
specting these Caribee people, only that there were some 
families of them residing on the highest bills in the uncultivated 
parts of the northern district, but that their numbers must be 
▼ery few. They have oowever formerly been much more 
numerous, as the Caribean features are to be seen in gret^ 
abundance amongst the people of colour, which give them an 
appearance totally different from that to be met with from any 
aamixture with European blood. There is beside, a race to be 
found here which 1 have never seen, elsewhere, originating 
10 the combination, direct or indirect, of Caribou, African, 
and French blood. These are much handsomer than any thing 
produced by European and African blood only, and much fairer 
ID -complexion than they can ever be, though nearer by two 
removes to the European. I do not remember seeing any 
instance where the communication with a white parent ^vas 
direct, although I have suspected such an origin iu some 
white families here ; and, on suggesting these suspicious to a, 
very intelligent friend, and pointmg out the physical appear- 
ances, he gave such an account of their progenitors, as ren- 
dered the thing more than probable. I can say with truth 
for these families, that they were (especially the females) 
among the handsomest persons I have ever seen, either in the 
temperate or torrid zone. 

I have been led into this digression by the common opi* 
nion prevailing in Europe, that the Caribee raca is extinct. 
It is indeed reduced to a few families in only a few of the 
Idauds that bear their name: the greatest number are to be 
found in St. Lucia and St. Vincent's; there are also some iu 
the mountains of Dominique. 

But, to return to my description of this island. In the north- 
ern district, I must not overlook a lake, or as it is called here, 
lagoon, which appears to be formed from a number of ravines 
emptying themselves into one valley, which, meandering orer 
a space of eight or ten miles, approaches within twenty or thirty 
yards of the sea near the bay of St. Louis; its communication 
with it, however, is cut off by a bed of sand thrown up by the 
sea, and which it has been customary for the inhabitants oec^ 
siooally to cut open , in order to allow a free exit for the waters. 
A more beaotitul .^eet of water was uever saeo thaa *Jm\ 
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'^rfnding roiiDd the barii of tho hilla, a«-bebeld from tltrfr nnnmiti. At 
One time it expands into a broad beautiful mirror, reflecting from 
tt> boiom the thick foliage of the circamjacent woods, vilh here and 
there the manRioo of a planter, cir a bold projecting promontory of 
rock ; at another, the approaching thorn conceal its waters from tiM 
«je by the apparent contact of their foliage ; and, In many places, ea« 
pecially between eome of the many islets that decorate the sorface, thy 
boata and canoes are lost under the shade of the trees on each side. W 
ft variety of plarts Iherc is not room for the oars ; and so a com. 
plete canopy is formed orerhead for some distance. This lagooa 
ftboanda with £»h, and particularly with fine prawns. 

Towards the eastern side of the island, the hills are still more tower- 
ing and rugged, but lesa woody. There are several extraordinary carema 
in this quarter ; one in particular, nhich would contain many thomanA 
persons ; iis inmost recesses hare never been duly eiplored. Indeed 
throughout, this island is one of the most interesting in the world t» 
the lorer of nature in her primitive beauties, allbough thcwholeaeeio^ 
as if laid ont by the hand of science. It is unhealthy even to the nir 
tives, whosuffer most from interoiilting fevers. I have metwith ynaib 
tans here of ten and fourteen years standing. The treatment of theia - 
Is certainly preposterous. Intermitlents were very frrquent in tita 
garrison, hut I never met with one isstance that did not yield to tite 
treatment adopted by English physicians; and the most obstinala 
tarely exceeded a month. 

This Island is happily situated with respect to others in its Ticinity, 
"Which adds to the interest of the prospect. On the west is Guada- 
loupe, with its cloud-capped emiocncei. Nearly opposite the town at 
Grandbourg appears the volcano called by the French SoHffrief. 
¥his is the highest point of Guadaloupe; from its summit smoke i« 
continually issuing, and in the night, especially in the hurricane 
teason, a luminous vapour is seen to rise, like that from the inm 
works in some parts of England. Another phenomenon worthy of 
observation is to be seen here in the rainy season from the same moun-* 
tain, viz. a number of considerable cascades, which, when vieweif 
through a telescope at sunrise, and for two hours after, present 
de most beautiful Rppcarance (hat can be conceived. The water 
rushes down in continued cataracla from the summit, increasing 
considerably in the descent ; this the horixonlat rays of the risinx 
■nn render brilliant beyond the powers of description, even at tha 
distance of forty miles. 

On the southernBtde are seen the still loftier mountains of Domi- 
nique, with their heads buried often in the clouds, exrapt in fine 
weather, when their tops may be discerned above the region of 
vapours, and covered wiih verdure. Sometimes, but seldom, they'may 
be seen wholly unobscured to their summits. Theie are the highest 
nountaius in the Antilles, They are reported to furnish shelter t^ 
« few Cariba and Maroon negroes. 

Between Dominique and Guadaloupe are seen the cluster of Islisdf 
fajtedt^e Saints; biit the topi of the taognt^iiu only are 'visible, Qf 



ty Google 



n WaUer^s Potfage tu Me West India. 

» clear dsjr, fron the higher grduodR, the beautirul islaod of Hat^ 
tiniqae may be distioguisheil. . To the north-east, at a distance, tb« 
•roatl iilaad of Deiceada, a mouDtain with a table laod en \ti summit^ 
fortns another feature io the survey, so that, taking the ialaiid uf Marie 
Gallaote all together, vritb ils internal and external prospects^ . thcrQ 
lire fevr places perhaps on the globe that can ric with it. 

With respect to manners and morals, the rices 1 camplaioed of at 
Barbadoes, particularly with regard to females of colour, are her^ 
such the same. The demeanor of the colonists, espeiiially of the fQ- 
males, is more'reliDed and polished ; and, in the exercise of hospjL 
tality, they yield to none. There is in fact much less diOerence in th§ 
nanners of the colonials and those of the mother-cuuntry in the 
FreBch islands^ than in ours. In this colony of Marie Gallante ther^ 
wc comparatively very few Creoles, that is, persons born and brought 
vp entirely in the colonics. The greatest proportion of the ohite peo> 
pie here are natives of France, and not a few hare fled from the (ii». 
orders of the Kevolution. Some of (he turbulent spirits who, on th^ 
downfal of Robespierre and the cessation of the reign of terror, dared 
so longer to shew their faces among their fellow-citjiens, found (bcit 
way to this retired colony, and. in this obscurity, are not without (he 
power of fomenting disturbanbes and creating factions. To these fhp 
colony was indebted for the distress brought upon it by the lal* jn. 
iBsion. 

On (he whole, I should prefer the state of society and manner* here 
to that of Barbadoes. Their conviTiat parties are generally such, so 
f^r as eating and drinking are coticerned, as no epicure would turn «p 
kis nose at. In their cookery, and the great variety of their ilisbc», 
tbcyfarexcel the English colonists. The monotony of an Engii^hdia^ 
ser in the West Indies is enough to create .disgust in persons of deli' 
^ate stomach, sat the objects which compose it. I hare dined at Bar^ 
tradocs at ten parties in successioq, where there was scarcely a singla 
article at any one of them which was not at all the rest. A roasted 
turkey at the bead of the table, a ham tn the centre, a piei'-cof roast kid 
*t the button), are the standing dbhes at every dinner at Barbadoes; th^ 
interstices being filled up with roast fowls, boiled potatoes, plantains^ 
and yams. 1 had takdQ such a dislike to turkies and fowls, that 1 
could not fur several years eat them again with any relish. In thi^ 
island, however, what they may want in materials they make up in var 
ricty, to which there seems to be no end ; sod in their vegetable pre, 
parations especially, they have taken advantage of the native prod uc. 
tiaas of the island, and have formed many a delicious dish of which 4he 
English cf>lonists have no idea, though they have the same avtielef 
frowing amongst them, or might have them. Amung the most dalicioBf 
•( these vegetable luxuries, and wkich eoostitutet a great part of thf 
diet of the lower classes and coloured people, is a disfa called eulalout 
irhich consists principally- of a [dant called by that name in the Kngv 
lisii islands, but by the French chofitue Caraibe (Caribbean cabbas^4 
Tki>t with other moctlagiaous herbs, is boiled with salt pork o( bapa, 
ftequenfly the coloured peo^e-tnig {|(eiy TPftet»)fIee V)Ml i^^ fy^^VlA 
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l^^^ding ropnd the basis of the hills, as beheld from their sum. , 
inits. Ac Doe time il expands into a broad beautiful mt^ror-, 
^fleeting from its bosom ibe thick foliage of the circumjacent 
woods, with iiere and there the mansion of a planter, or a boht 
projecting promontory of rock; at another, the approaching 
shores conceal its waters from the eye hy the apparent contact 
of their foliage ; and in mauy places, especially between some 
of the many islets that decorate the surface, the boats and canoes 
!Ke lost under tbe shade of the trees on each side. In a variety 
of places there is not room for the oars ; and so a complete 
fcanopy is formed overhead for some distance. This lagoon 
abounds with fish, and particularly with fine prawns. 

Towards the eastern side of the island, the nillB are stifl more 
towering antj ragged, but less woody. There are several ex- 
i'radrdinsry caverns in this quarter ; one in particular, which 
Would contain many thousand persons; its inmost recesses faav6 
never been duly explored. Indeed throughout, this idand is 
one , of the most interesting in the world to the lover of mturd 
Jn'ber primitive beauties, although the whole seems as if liud 
out by the hand of science. It is unhealthy even to the natives, 
who suffer most from intermitting fevers. I have met with 
{juptans here often and fourteen years' standing. The treat* 
fnent of them js certainly preposterous. Intermittents were 
very freauent in the garrison ; but 1 never met with one in- 
stancff , tbat (lid not yield to the treatment adopted by English 
physicians, and the most obstinate rately exceeded a month. 

Tbis island is happily situated with respect to others in its 
Vicinity, which adds to the interest of the prospect. On the west 
is Quadaloupe, with its cloud-capped eminences. Nearly op. 
posite the town of Grandbourg appears the volcano calfed by 
ihc Preuchi Soiiffrier. "This is the highest point of Guadaloupe: 
from its summit smt^e is continually issuing ; and in the night, 
especially in the hurricane season, a luminous vapour is seen to 
rise, like that from the iron and coal works in some parts of 
England. Another phenomenon worthy of observation is to be 
seenhere in the rainy season from the same mountain, viz. a 
ntimber of consideralile cascades, which, when viewed through 
a telescope at »un-rise, and for two hours after, present the 
most beautiful appearance that can be conceived. The water 
rushes do<rn in continued cataracts frOm the summit, increasing 
considerably in the descent: this the hi^rizontalraysof the rising^ 
sun render brilliant beyond the powers of description, even at 
the distance of forty miles. 

On the southern side are seen the still loitier mountains of 
Domiuique, with their heads buried often in the clouds, except 
in fine weather, wben their tops may be discerned >ibove thfe 
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region of the vapours, and covered with verdure. Som^meSf 
but Eeldom, they may be seen wholly unobicured to their sum- 
mits. These are the highest mountains in the Antilles. They are 
reported to furnish shelter to a few Caribs and Maroon negroes. 

Between Dominique and Guadaloupe are seen the cluster of 
islands called the Saints ; but the tops of the mountains only are 
visible. On a clear day, from the higher erounds, the l>eautiful 
island of Martinique maybe distinguished. To the north-east, 
at a distance, the small island otDeseada, a mountain with 
s table-land on its summit, forms another feature in the survey; 
so that, taking'the island of Marie Gallante ^11 together, with lU 
internal and external prospects, there are few places perhaps on 
the elbbe that can vie with it. 

With respect to manners and iporals, the vices I complained 
of at Barbadoes, particularly with regard to females of colour, 
are here much ihe same. The demeanor of the colonists, espe- 
cially of the females, is more reBned and polished ; and, in the 
exercise of hospitality, they yield to none. There is, in fact, 
much less dilTerence in the manners of the colonists and those of 
the mother-country in th^ French islands, than in ours, In this 
colony of Marie Gallante there are comparatively very few 
Creoles, that is, persons born and brought up entirely in the 
colonies. The greatest proportion of the white people herd arri 
natives of France, and not a few have fled from the disorders of 
the Revolution. Some of the turbulent spirits, who, on the 
downfal of Robespierre and the cessation of the reign of terror, 
dared no longer to shew their faces among their fellow -citizens, 
found their way to this retired colony ; and, in this obscurity, 
are not without the power of fomenting disturbances and creat- 
ing factions. To these the colony was indebted for the distress 
brought upon it by the late invasion. 

On tlie whole, I should prefer the state of society and manners 
here to that of Barbadoes. Their convivial parties are gene- 
rally such, so far as eating and drinking are concerned, as no 
epicure would turn up his nose at. In their cookery, and the 

fre^t variety of their dishes, they far excel tlie English colonists, 
'he monotony of an English dinner in the West Indies, is 
enough to create disgust in personsofdeliciite stomach, at the 
objects which compose it. I have dined at Batbadoes at lea 
parties in succession, where there was scarcely a single artigje 
at any one of them which was not at all the rest. A roasted tur- 
key at the head of the table, a ham in the centre, a piece of roast 
kid at the bottom, are the standing dishes at every dinner st 
Barbadoes; the interstices being filled up with roast fowls, 
boiled potatoes, plantains, and 3'ams, 1 had taken such a dislike 
to turkeys and fowls, that I could not for several years eat theai 
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again with an^ relish. . In this islan<i, bowfever, what they may 
want in materials they make up in variety, t<f wbici) there seema 
Aol>enoencl; and, in their vegetable preparations especially i 
they have taken advantage of the native productions of tin 
jsland, aud l)uve formed many a delicious dish of which the 
English colonists have no idea, though they have the same artj. 
cles growing amongst them, or might have them. Among the 
most delicious of these vegetable luxuries, and which constitutes 
a great part of the diet of the lower classes and coloured people, 
is a disli called calalou, which cotlsists principally of a plaot 
called by that name in the English islands, but by the French 
tkaoux Caraibe (Caribbean cabbage). This, with other muci- 
laginous herbs, is boiled with salt pork or ham. Frequently tlw 
coloured people boil these vegetables with salt fish, and some- 
times with crabs. They have besides a great number of rege* 
tables totally unknown iii Enrope. 

Th« wine drunk here is principally claret ; before the arriviU 
of the English, Madeira was scarcely known in this island. The 
communication with France and the French colonies being cut 
off, has rendered French wines extremely scarce, which, on our 
arrival, were both plentiful and cheap. The natives observe the. 
~ tame custom here as in France, of not sitting at table after din- 
ner to take wine : the cloth and the desert (which is here splen.^ 
did) remain on the table till the company quit. A bottle is 
Ifeuerally put before each guest of such wine as he prefers, but 
Jt is deemed no breath of politeness for a person to alter his 
mind, and take a different kind. Wine is likewise taken at 
Ijreakfast ; the dejeuner a lajourchelte is given here as substan- 
tiallv as in France. The ladies shew ao squeamtshness at this 
meal, but take their leg of a duck or wing of a fowl, and wash 
it down with a large tumbler of claret without ceremony. In the 
evening, all the male inhabitants of every colony, of whatever 
nation, smoke their segar, generally in the open air; but the 
French Creoles make the segar the companion of their morning, 
noon, and evening enjoyments, and will often smoke them in 
their bed-rooms. 

I ^hall now say a little on the condition of the slaves and free 
coloured people, wishing to exhibit a comparative view of their 
treatment under English and French masters. The people of 
colour may he divided into three classes, — field slaves, house 
slaves, aud free people of colour. Of the field slaves there are 
none but negroes ; a master cannot send a mulatto into the 6eld. 
The condition of these is consequently the worst, yet not so very 
bad as has been represented. To one who has enjoyed the ad- 
vantages of freedom and civilization, there is indeed something 
l^Orriwe in the idea of being driven out '\a, the morning Just li^ 



itized by Google 



so WaUet's FrnfttgE M the Wttt IndUt. 

boraes with a long whip, which is applied with more or tew s^ 
verity, according to thehumanityor the want of itin tbeidriTer. 
Ijtte corporal pain arUing from the application of the whip we 
any suppose to be nearly equal in all; but the feelings of the 
■nnd in a person brought up as above, would far exceed the 
pain, and the degradation would be the most galling part of the 
punisbment. These feelings, however, do not exist in the per- 
MHW we are treating of, I do not mean that they are incapabi* 
of havipg Bucb feelirigs under proper education, but that edoca* 
tion tbey have never had, and their minds can only form com- 
parii(H)s of things which they have ever known. Now few of 
them have known any situation of life so good as what they ha^ 
•i^oy, many of them havii>g been oil their lives in a much worse 
ttate of slavery in their own country j and the most miserable (rf 
«ll slaves here, are those who have negroes for their masters. It 
is not their sighing after liberty, that constitutes the hard condi- 
tion of these people. I am well assured, that very tew in the 
English islands could be found, who are not extremely ill-treated 
by iJteir masters, that would accept of hberty if offered to them. 
I bere speak daly of Geld negroes. I have often conversed with 
them OR the snbfect of freedom, and their uniform answer to 
the question, " Don't you wish you were free ?" has ever beee» 
*' Ah, meosa, what poor neger do } no good massa give ee yam 
(food), and give ee house^ and cure ee when he sick." Tbey 
have no idea of freedom bnt what they see in the free negroes 
in the island, the only class of persons in which real poverty is 
to be seen in this country. The greatest evils they leei arise 
from being compelled to work against tlteir inclination, and oe- 
cwioftally punished for attempting to evade their task. 

Wkh respect to the severity exercised in the English islands, 
it depends uudi on the humanity of the owner, and the com- 
mama lie has aver his passiotts. (n mawy estates in Bttrbadoes, 
I have seen the blacks treated with paternal tenderness \ and 
these masters find their account in it, for the slaves are gratefid 
and faithful, and are much easier to manage by kindness than by 
force. It is unfortunate, both for the negroes and their ma«erH, 
that any human btang, whether philosopher or idiot, should 
have started the notion that the Africans are by nature inferior 
in intellect to Europeans, and consequently incapable ofcultij 
-vating those arts and sciences by which we are distinguished. I 
have already stated to what an extent this absurd opinion pre- 
vftiUin Barbadoes, — an opinion which will one day prove oa»- 

ferous to our colonies ; for, if ever education should extend ita 
l«ssings to these unfortunate people, nothing will sink so deep 
into the mind, and rankle there, as the idea of being conaidereq 
fto iufcgrior order trf beings. Half the hardships these peopte. 
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endure, may be traced to that source slone. The English act 
more from this principle than any other nation; and, where the 
diBpesition is naturally ferocious, this horrible prepossesaiou will 

grerent that pity which would intercede in behalf of a su&rinp 
!llow-creatttr«. I cannot otherwise conceive how a young aad 
delicate female, possessed of many amiable and tender (juaiities, 
could gtat'ity her revenee, by being herself an eye-witness of 
the punishment of her s^ve, of the same age and sex as herself, 
and with i^hom she has been probably brought up from tier ia* 
fancy. Tttia is a circumstance which 1 have trequently wit- 
nessed^ when the punishment has been inflicted by her own order, 
for some o({ence committed against herself. 
- ToTeturn to the field negroes. The quantity of work which 
they hkve to perform, cku by no means be deemed a hardship : 
I have no doubt that tn-o labouring men in an English farm, . 
TTOukl do more work than any twenty of them. Nor do 
bhey work too many- hours. They are frequently very 
comfortably lodged, have as raucl\ food and clothing as 
they require, aind are taken good care of wlien sick. Thus far, 
t-heir condition is better than that of the poor in our own coun- 
try i and, in this respect, the French apd English colonies am 
nioch upon a par. But, in the English islands, their education 
ib neglected : the natives donot even take the pains to instruct 
t-hemiin the principles of the Christian religion, or take anjr 
oare tohave their children baptized. Indeed, in general, tbev set 
(heir laces gainst all the attempts to instruct them which navs 
be^ made by the Methodists and Moravians, particularly in 
the'' island of B^rbadoe). In the French islands, the case is very 
^fffiirent. The slaves are very carefully instructed in the prin- 
cifiles of religion ; and I have been m^h gr<Uitied by observing 
their serious and decent behaviour at cburi^h. TItere, at least, 
liiey soein to feel themselves men, the ofikpring of one common 
Father, and entitled to the same blessings as dieir thasters. They 
have a constant custom here, which nom^nstian can look upon 
with inditFcreuce. Every night, when the negroes have finished 
their task, they return homa together, each with a bundle of 
grass or guinea-corn on his head, for the supply of their cattle ; 
•bey then proceed to some open space on the estate, where, 
forming a large circle, each one throws down his load, aad sits 
down upon it. Then the best instructed negro on the estate 
(and they never want persons capable of the office), stands up 
in.tbe middle, as their ofhciating minister j when, in a double 
choir, they begin to sing their evening-hymu, the man in the 
centre, with one or two others, beginning the hrst stanza, which 
k repeated in chorus by all the rest, male and female : thus it is 
continued to the end of the hymn. The elfect is very sweet on 
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a stil) night, the echo of the straia reverberating from the 
neighbouring ravines. After llie hymn, two or three short 
sentences, with responses, are recited ; and the man in the cen- 
tre concludes ihe devotion by a short prayer, the rest ail kneel- 
ing. The same kind of religious exercise takes place in the 
morning before they go lo work. 

The circumstance of being Christians, and instructed in the 
sublime principles of that religion, conditces mnch to the com- 
fort of tliese people. It teaches them thiit they are men, and 
equally under the protection of llie common Father of manliitid 
will] tlieir masters. It imparts to them a hope of a blessed im- 
mortality; and, if they suffer oppression here, they have the 
assurance of i>eing heard at last before an equitable tribunal, 
where every man will be rewarded according to his works. 
The English, planters allow their slaves to continue Pagans from 
generation. to generation, and even seem to dread the introduc- 
tion of moral and Christian instruction. There are, no doubt, 
exceptions to this rule ; but it is, in fact, the predominant prin* 
tiple. The French slav«3, therefore, are in some respects 
incomparably in a better condition than the Kngiish, as they are 
regarded a[id treated lijie brethren and Christians. 

The next class of slaves comprises artizans, or domestic ser- 
vants, whom they- call hosse slaves. The first of tliese are such 
as have learned some tiradi.-, as carpenters, coopers, taylors, &c. 
They are very valuable to their owners, not only for the work 
they do in the family, but for the great profit which their labour 
brings in, and the hire which they fetch when let out to work. 
A slave of this descripiioii frefjuently sells for five hundred 
pounds. It often happens that the stock of some small estate 
is disposed of by auction, and every week the Barbadoes Ga- 
zette teems with advertisements such a^ ttie following : 

" To be sold by public vendue, at , on next, tlie 

whole of the live stock, late the property of , consisting of 

four mules, two asses, a cow, a washerwoman, and an excellent 
cooper. " 

'i'his association of articles appears the more strange, as the 
staves are universally the last ot the catalogue. I recollect one 
iitstance in this style: *' Two mules, tiine goats, a sow with 
eight pigs, and a fine healthy young woman with four children." 
The slaves, like other articles at an auction, are mounted on a 
table for inspection, and their limbs and body undergo a cios« 
exami[)ation by the purchasers, to see that they labour under qo 
disease. 

The other class of house slaves do the duties of domestic ser- 
vants ; and, as a nutnber of them are retained in every respect- 
able house, they have little to do, and live well. They are lazy, 
eiiptigh, and their morals in general are very loose. An English 
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servant-girl in London would for the most part do the wbrii of 
fourteen female slaves. They are well treatet!, 1 may say, itpon 
the rthole, tl)ough they often suffer, and thttt not a lililei from 
the caprice of ineir masters and mistresses. From their de- 
bauched habits, the females are continually producing an 
of^pring from white men, and this causes the coloured race 
(Mulattos, Miistees, &c.) to increase in a degree which may be 
thought dangerous 10 the safety of the colonics. These persons 
are generally well-informed, being brought up from their in- 
fancy among the whites ; and, as they acquire all Ukj habits and 
vices of the Europeans, they look down with contempt upon 
their ignorant and uncivilized brethren. The younjj Mulatto 
and Mustee femaU-s frequently procure their freedom and 
that of their offspring, as the reward of their prosiitution and 
fidelity. At Barbadoes, however, this cannot tie done muter a 
very considerable sum of money. Three hundred |K>unds cur- 
rency is the lowest price at which a young f,'male slave can 
obtain her manumission. Each of her children must be freed 
separately, at a very exorbitant price, wiience it frequently 
happens that the children of a free woman are her slaves. I was 
greatly astonished at this circumstance, having never heard of it 
till some time after myarrival at Barbadoes. I oncday received a 
visit froni a very respi^ctable looking wom-in, who waited upon 
me at my apartments in the hospital, and, after some preamble, 
laid open the motive of her visit. I should not, on my first 
arrival, have taken her for a woman of colour ; but 1 was now 
sufficiently accustomed to the features of tliese people, to per- 
ceive that she was a Mustee. She informed me that she bad 
altrays lived very respectably as the chere amie of an officer of 
rank, who had been long dead ; he had purchased her, and died 
of the fever, leaving bar a female child ; that, before his death, 
he had made her free, but that her daughter was not included 
in the manumission, and was her slave, left to her by will ; that 
■be had bestowed some expense and great pains on her educa- 
tion ; that her daughter was virtuous, had refused some good 
offers because she did not feel a mutual passion, and that she 
(the mother} could not thiuk of forcing her inclination, I tvas 
at a nonplus to divine what this story would lead to j but tha 
good woman at length put me out of suspejise, by informing me 
that I had seen and several times spoken to her daughter, and 
she thought, as I was not yet provided with what is here con< 
sidered an essential part of the establishment of every unmar- 
ried man, that I ougbt not to let slip the opportunity of possess. 
'"S * g'""' who was greatly attached to me, and whose person 
■was very superior to the generality of wonien of colour. The 
4erms on which sfie proposed to part with her daughter were 
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tbe following : Thai I should purchase. Iier fron her mother at 
ISO/, currency, which, she said, was twenty pouads less than 
irbat she would fetch, if sold at public vendue; and that Ibhould 
engage to give her her freedom before I quitted tLe colony, 
l6he observed also, as a greater inducement, that there wuiud 
be no need to purchase the freedom of her children, as she wa4 
berself of the last degree of colour ihat could be enslaved, ekmI 
that her children would necessarily be free, and entitled to all 
the privileges of white people. Surprised as I was at this strange 
proposal, I was still more so, on ascertaiDing who the girl was; 
tor I had indeed frequently spoken to her, and noticed her, buf 
never suspected her to.be a person of colour, much less a slave, 
for she was of as fair a complexion as any European, with beau« 
tiful brown long hair, and possessed all the uianner and bccoiQ',' 
plubments of a youag lady. 

It is amongst this class that the yoke of slavery is most se* ' 
Terely felt ; for, as I observed before, they are more tntelligeof 
in proportion to their intercourse with the whites, and are, &o[q 
nature, tinctured with a great degree of curic«ity. They are 
well apprised of the situation of affairs in St. Domingo, and there 
is some reason to think, that, in the British colonies, these peo- 
ple will efiect one da^ a revolution which will astonish Europe. 
.1 particularize the British colonies, as the slaves are no where, 
perhaps, so harshly treated as by the English and Dutch, \ 
MOW not bow the French slaves were treated prior to the Re- 
Tolntiott; but, at iJtie pretem moment, their situation is unqoesl^- 
tiottably rery far superior to tliat of the English. They are v^of 
degraded to an inferior order of beiiigs,, nor kept at such 4 
asortifyiog dbtaoce as in the British a«d Ugtch colonies., 

X cannot suppress here the relation of a circpmstance wbid) 
occurred about three years before my arrival at Barbadoes, -_ ]( 
i> oaky of late years that a la^ has been pasf^d making the 
UUing of a ilave murder. This law t^d not been acted upoif 
in BubadoeSf and the inhabitants considered it merely as hang* 
log over their beads in ierrorem-, JJuriqg the government liow, 
ever of Lord .Seymour,, a rich planter, who bad been long 
notoiious for cruelty to his slaves, ^'as pi;o(e|cuted for the mur* 
derof one of tbem,uiHlercircum#tanc;^of the m«st aggravate4 
cruelty. This jnaa's slaves .were distinguishable from all others. 
by being mutilated in some part or ptlier : many of them Iiad 
lost one or both ears ; some. bad (beii; npses slit ; and there was 
utarcely one that did not be»r ti>^ tlreadful mark of having been 
nailed to a post or tre&by.oae or both ears. 1 hii> monster waa. 
tried uoder tUe statute bbbve mentioned, and being fouoi) 
guilty, was condemned to be hanged. No person in the island 
Sad tha least idea that tbe sentence would be cfuTied into ex.-. 
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ecution; it appeared to them' preposterous to hang awhile man 
for any thing-, but particularly for so shglit a (niii(i«ineanour as 
killing a negro. This, as they imagined, would be to esta^ish 
a precedent of the most dangerous kind. Lord Seymour con- 
sidered the matter in a very dilFerent light, and, deaf to the 
remonstrances of all the principal personages in the island who 
interested themselves in behalf of the prisoner, resolved to have 
the sentence carried into execution. Accordingly, the sherilf, 
much aguinst his will, led out the culprit to the~ gallows, where 
he had no doubt that a pardon would be sent from his Excel- 
lency. So great was the crowd assembled, especially of people 
of colour, that it was found, necessary to employ a strong body 
of the military; and, after a considerable delay, the murderer, 
to the great astonishnient of the natives, was turned oif ; and 
the Barbadian pride was shocked to the utmost, to see a man, 
worth forty or fifty thousand pounds, dangling by the neck, 
merely for torturing a negio to death ! He had scarcely had two 
swings, however, before the rope broke, and loud peals of 
acclamation resounded through the crowd, who considered that 
the sentence of the law was now carried into execution. The 
sheriff, who doubtless was the author of the accident, repaired to 
the Government-house, to know whether this punishment wonid 
■ iiotsuffice; intimating that he considered the intention of the - 
law to be complied with, that the scandal of hanging a white maa 
might be avoided. The governor remained firm j and, order- 
ing another detachment under arms, proceeded himself to the 
place of execution, where he saw the senietice properly carried 
into etfect : which probably, but for the presence of the troops, 
would never have been done. 

As to the free people of colour, a great diversity prevails 
among them : but in Barbadoes, the great bulk of them are far 
indeed from being in a comfortable donditlon. Many of these, 
however, having learned sotne useful trade, and being brought 
up in habits of industry, accumulate a comfortable independ- 
ence. No property, however considerable, can ever raise a man 
or woman of colour, not even when combined with education, 
to the proper rank of a human being, in the estimation of an 
English or Dutch Creole. They are always kept at a respectful 
distance ; and it would be looked upon- as a kind of sacrilege^ 
for a man of colour to sit down in the house of a Barbadian. 

I was once severely reprehended by a lady at Bridgetown, 
for having been seen walking in the street with a surgeon of a 
frigate who happened to be a man of colour, though brought 
up in England, and educated at the University of Edinburgh, 
This gentleman had come up to the hospital one day on duty, 
and went to the house of the dispenser^ ( with whpm bis business 
by ,) at the hour of dinner. The dispenser himsielf was a nativei 
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of the isknd, and on that day he had some of lii!i friends^ on 9 
visit." As soon a; this surgeon entered, the wliole society w a* 
thrown into disorder. Being a superior officer, the dispenser 
was obliged to pay some attention to him, and the least thing 
he could do, was to ask him to sit down. This, however, he 
■well knew, would be considered asan insult by his friends, who 
accordingly all rose, highly indignant at this intrnsion upon 
their dignity, at the instant when the gentleman of colour sac 
down at one end of the mom. In vain the dispenser apologised 
in a whisper, assuring tiieni the stay of the obnoxious visitor 
irould be very short ; they all withdrew, and immediately or- 
dered their horses. Before leaving the hospital, however, they 
called to pay their respects to Dr. M'Arlhur, the principal^ 
medical officer of the establishment. I was dining with hiin 
that day, and we were taking our wine, when these Barbadian 
gentlemen (four in number) eni^red ; there were at table seve- 
ral officers of rank, and they were scarcely sealed amongst us^ 
and had been furnished with glasses, &<>. when the surgeon of 
the frigate, whose brown skin had driven them so precipitately 
from the dispenser's table, made his appearance. In a trice, a 
chair, glass, congratulations from all hands, inilicatcd tlieesteeni: 
entertained for him ; nor could the Barbadians now be guilty 
ef so great a breach of politeness as to quit the room abruptly, 
■ They were therefore under the necessity of sitting down at the- 
same table with a man of colour, and even of submitting to the 
mortification of drinking wine with him. I marked the frowning 
look of one, as he raised the glass to his mouth, and he st-emed 
involuntarily to push hischuir as far as the boundaries of the- 
room would allow ; it served, in fact, as a signal for the others' 
to withdraw. This surgeon was a perfect stranger to the coun- 
try, and could have no conception of his being the innocent 
cause of all this rude behaviour. 

In the French colonies, the situation of the free people ©f 
colour is Jittle inferior to that of the whites ; many of them 
possess estates, and live respected by their white countrymen. 
One circumstance, I think, coniriliutes much to this. The men 
of property who have lived with a woman of colour, and had by 
her a number of children, are fretiuently induced, from religi- 
ous considerations, to make some amends for thtir former ex- 
cesses, by marrying the woman ; and, as the civil or Roman 
law prevails here, this marriage reudees all the children legiti- 
mate, so that they can inherit the property of their father. In 
jtn English colony, such a marriage would be contemplated witli 
a degree of horror. I was once rallying a Barbadian upon a 
circumstance (certainly of very rare occurrence), which at that 
time was much talked of in the island ; namely, an intrigue 
detected betweea a yoang lady and one of her father's slaves,' 
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mn AFric^n negro lately imported. He gravely repUecI, that the 
£nglish vomcn did much worse things ; they went so far as to 
marry men of coJour. Legal marriagea among people of colont 
are seldom thought of in the English colonies : in the Frenck 
islands they are much more frequent. An ICngUsh negro has 
frequently two or three wives, a circumstance I do not remem- 
<ber to have seen among the French. I have often heard the 
young mulatto girls promise that they would never live in con- 
cubinage, but marry some hone.st and industrious man of their 
.own colour. This shews at least a correct notion of right and 
■wrong, which springs from their religious education, though 
«heir good resolutions are frequently broken. So great a 
temptation do fine clothes and ornaments hold out to them, that 
tew can withstand tlie propensity to finery. 

I shall coDclude my remat^ts on slavery by observing, that, 
whether the slaves be well oc ill treated, the system is essentially 
J>ad. St. Domingo has set a tt'emendous example, and given a 
.practical cor)Futation of the absurd opinion that would degrade 
the negroes from their due rank in the scale of creation. Sloth 
.and pride are the constant 'Concomitants of slavery. The 
Creole, in poverty, is often seen to be industrious ; he cultivaleis 
bis own little spot of ground, avails himself of the assistance of 
Jiis children, his little cottage is a picture of neatness; and, by a 
prudent economy, he lays by a little at a time, till a sum suffi- 
cient for the purchase of a slave is accumulated. Then, (are- 
well industry ; neither father nor children will any longer work; 
the whole is left to the slave, and the property of the colonic 
will quickly disappear with his habits of industry. 

But the worst and most hideous feature of slavery, is its morsd 
ti^rpitiide. The names of those men who by perseverance, aftet 
uncommon struggles, have wiped awHy the reproach from our 
country of trafBcking in human beings, will descend with honour 
to posterity. But, strange as it may appear, while the nation for 
more than twenty years were solicitaus in the behalf of negro 
slaves, whose condition was very often ameliorated by slavery, not 
a pen was drawn, or a speech mude, in behalf of thousands of 
Christian slaves, who, born in free«i]d civilized conntries, and 
many «f them nursed in the lap of iuKury, were languishing 
under a horrid captivity in Africa, subjected to the tyranny of 
cruel and ferocious Mahometans. 

Before taking leave of this island, where, (after the disturb- 
ances had subsided,) ] passed many agreeable months, I shaU 
notice two occurrences, that to an European will appear Objecti 
of interest. The fiirst of these was the shock of an earthquake, 
one evening about eight o'clock. I had been that day sunering 
much from indigestion, and was obliged in the evening to lie 
<lown upOB a ship's cot, in a rouu adjoining the hospital wheM 
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I alirays slept. I waB at the moment in a profoaod sleep, anA 
■was only awoke, from it by being thrown out of the cot, upon 
which I had thrown myself carelessly, and hy falling upon the 
floor. I was surprised to find myself in tlie dark, and a moment 
after saw the candle, nearly extinguished, lying on the floor : a 
tremendous noise was iieard over head, ana every beam of the 
house seemed to be cracking; in attempting to get up, I was 
again thrown down, and the cot swung with ^eat violence 
against me, I was so completely surprised at being assailed in 
this strange manner in my sleep, that I was not abTe to form a 
conjecture about' it, but picked up my candle, and groped my 
way into the hospital, where I found every thing in confusion. 
Alfihe patients that were able had run out, though not one of 
them ultderstood the cause of their terror; the majority. who 
remained in their beds were of opinion, that it was a visit paid 
them from- the devil. I had by tbis lime recovered my senses 
EufGciently to form some idea of the cause of the phenomena. 
Notwithstanding the positive assertion of one of the patients 
whose leg had been amputated two days before, that he had 
seen Lucifer standing by the door of ihe ward, I insisted upon 
the return of the fugitives, assuring them that the danger was 
over. I then ordered my horse, and proceeded to visit the con- 
\alescent hospital, where I found one of the. stone walls which 
formed two ends of the buiiding split from top to bottom : this 
circumstance bad discovered to ihem the cause of the alarm. 
From tbis place I proceeded to the Goveniment-bouse : here 
the suddenness of the event, combined with some ludicrous acci- 
dents, had produced the same impression on the minds of the 
marines and seamen, [of whom there were thirty or forty,) as in 
the great hospital first mentioned. Sailors are the most super- 
stitious men in the world ; they are always looking for and ex- 
pecting supernatural appearances. The house inhabited by the 
governor was n large antique mansion , and had the character of 
Being haunted : tlie governor's boat's crew slept in their faam- 
inocks in one of the garrets, the Boor of which was so rotten and 
full of holes, that the greatest caution was necessary in walking 
across it. 'i'he heat of the apartment, so near the roof, was 
very considerable, being exposed all the day to the sun's verti- 
cal rays ; the men consequently lay very carelessly in (or rather 
on) their hammocks ; and one of the heaviest ot them, (I believe 
the only one that was a-bed at the time,) was thrown outupon 
the old rotten floor, and consequently fell through into the room 
beneath, upon a table round which were seated a number of his 
comrades. The tremendous uproar in the air, the cracking of 
the timbers over-head and all around, but more especially the 
sudden appearance of their messmates, vociferating with a voice 
of thunder " The devil! the devil!" put the whole party to 
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tUght, and tbe confuBton of aU the house was great beyond de- 
scription. 

The other phenomenon wai of a nature to escile all that hor- 
ror in the breast which tbe most tremendous calamity could give 
rise to. One Sunday evening 1 had heen on a visit to the coun- 
try, and was returning alone, riding slowly along the beach. 
Not a breath of air wasstirrintr, the sun had just sunk below tho 
hovizon, and 1 was noticing the swell of the sea, as well as the 
awful hollow sound of the billows breaking on the beach. While 
ruminating on the scene, I was overiaken by an elderly gentlo- 
man, a native, but a stranger to me : he accosted me very po> 
litely, and, on my remarking .that it was a line tranquil evening, 
he rejjiied, " Would to God it were well over!" I could not 
but express my astonishment at this ejaculation, for I saw no 
cause for apprehension. He then said, "I have lived sixty- 
years in this isliind and in that opposite to us, (Guadaloupe,} 
and am not easily to be misled by these appearances: look at 
the tremendous swell of the sea without a hreath of wind, which 
is every moment iftcrpa^ing, (and which shortly afterwards 
obliged us to quit the beach;) lo ik at the Soviffrier : What an 
accumulation of smoke I" I had not till that moment taken no» 
tice of the volcano: it was throwing out a much greater quautity 
of smoke than I had ever before observed, and in gushes ex- 
tremely black. Ue next pointed out to me the cattle and the 
birds, who, instead of retiring to restal^er suii-sel, were running 
and fluttering over the country, as if apprehensive of some ca- 
himity. The stars, which began to be seen, were of a magnitude 
fer exceeding their usual appearance ; and every now and then 
was heard a sound resembling what is called here the howling of 
the wind, tbotigh no\ a breath of air could he felt. 

The planter who called my attention to these phenomena 
soon left me, to go and prepare for tbe result. I arrived very 
pensive at head-quarters, hut found a party at the mess-room so 
cheerful and interesting, that I soon dismissed from my mind all 
gloomy presages, Wep"arted at a late hour (for this country), 
and went to bed, without thinking of the alarm which the Creo/e 
had excited, 

I was not'however yet asleep, when, at one in the morning, 
the hurricane, like a clap of thunder, came instantaneously upon 
us. The motion of the house was very perceptible, and in a 
few minutes the roof was carried away, leaving nothing but tbe 
stormy sky over my head. I was quickly out of bed and dressed. 
My first care was to ascertain the state of the hospital ; but, on 
attempting to open the doqr, I found my utmost strength was 
not sufficient: the wind had rushed with such force up the stair- 
case, and was so compressed against the door, as to render all 
lay attempts to open it abortive. At length however, after a. 
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few tninutes, what force could not do, accident effected ; for» 
while I was pushing st ir, it flew open of itself with great vio< 
lenue, and then all my strength would oot su£Ece to shut it ^ain. 
On entering the hospital, I found alt the window-shutters car- 
ried awdv by tbe wind, with part of the roof. Several of the 
patteuts had run down on the first alarm, and, oue or two of 
them venturing ontside the building, were carried away lil^e a 
piece of paper by the wind, and could not return but with the 

S«atest difficulty. The sea, at the same time, which washed 
e hospital- wails, bad rolled up into the little square before the 
building, and to some distance up the street. 

All was consternation and alarm among the inhabitants: na 
One knew where to £y for safety, as the daager appeared equal 
in or outside of the house. Within you had to dread the fairing 
of the building, and without there was no resisting the wind but 
on the hands and knees; and the number of things flying aboutt 
such a^ window-shutters, shingles of the roofs, branches 9f 
trees, &c. added to the tremendous roaring of the wind and 
sea, which scarcely allowed the voice to be heard at a yard dis- 
^ff R p.'- ' tance,' — created such a scene of dismay as I had never witness- 

- ^^ 'j'Ijq darkness was most intense, so that no oiie conld give 

assistance to another } and, though frequent Bashes of lightning 
were discovered through the thick gloom, yet they were not 
capable of throwing even a momenlary light upon the surroundi 
ing objects- 
while I was groping my way through the Hospital, to seek 
out the objects most likely to sustain injury from terror, and to 
restore confidence and administer cordials, a horrible crash was 
heurd at one end of the building, and a continued thumping, 
evidently produced by some large body, succeeded to it, I 
I)aEtened to explore this new danger, and found that tbe sea had 
forced its way through some breach in the stons wall of the 
Hospital yard, and was now Sowing into the lower apartments, 
bringing with it some planks and other fragments, which shewed 
that a wreck had taken place there. I soon mustered some of 
the most courageous of the convalescents, to proceed with lan- 
terns, and such ropes as we could procure, to the spot, and sea. 
if any human beino; was within the reach of assistance. We 
founa that a vessel nad been driven ashore against the Hospital 
wall, whRre it was dashed to pieces: no person, however, could 
be seen or heard, and we had the satisfaction to find in the 
morning, that the schooner which had been thus lost, bad not 
a single individual on-board, nor cargo. Tiiese horrors centi- 
nued with equal intensity for about four hours, when the wind 
moderated ; and, shortly after, day-light discovered to us tbe 
extent of Uie miscliief it had occasioned. 
Tius was Gopstdered by the Uihabitaots as one of tbe most 
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Avooiable hurricanei that could well happen, either in respect 
of its intensity or duration, as well as tor the little damage oc- 
casioned by it. The few small vessels that were lying olf ther 
town were driven from their anchom, and most of them Wreck. 
ed ; many houses were unroofed, many trees torn op by the 
roots, and all of them stripped of their ieavesi so that the' 
island pretented a most desolate appearance in the morning. 
The beacb was wonderfully altered in appearance by the vio* 
lent beaiing of the sea, and was covered with an immense quan- 
tity o£>ea.weed. On the east side of the island, a schooner, 
with eleven men, was driven, or rattier lifted, by the sea over 
a very dangerous reef of rocks about a mile from the shore, and 
was afterwards left high and dry on the beacb at a considerablo 
distance above high-water mark, without injurr to the vessel, 
and to the astonishment of the crew, who found themselves at 
daylieht lying amongst the trees, A man-of-wiir brig com- 
manded by a lieutenant, that had sailed the preceding day from 
Marie Gallante, was lost, with all hands, to windward of the 
island: no vestige of the wreck was ever found, so that most 
probably she was swallowed up bj' the waves. 

It was shortly after ihis^ event that I quitted the island. A 
French squadron had come out, not knowing that Martinique 
was in our possession till they arrived in sight of it, when they 
instantly bore away for the Saints, menacing us as they passed; 
but, as this was the only harbour that remained for them, (the 
island of Guadaloupe not possessing any,) they resolved to avail 
themselves of it as soon as possible. This little cluster of moun- 
tainous islands affords a very secure harbour, and the fortifica. 
lions are so strong, that it has obtained the appellation of ' the 
Gibraltar of the West Indies.' There are two passages into the 
l^rbour, which allow a gerat facihty of slipping out. 
. The English squadron under Sir Alexander Cochrane soon 
made their appearance, and a blockade of these ships was 
immediately formed. To go into the harbour after them waa 
impracticable, and there remained only one way of driving 
tbem out, viz. by landing a torce, and attacking tlie works; 
and, as the French garrison was not strong, this was resolved 
on. A few men were hastily procured from Dominique and 
from our garrison, whom I accompanied; and a landing was 
effected in the night on the weatlier-bide of the islands. This 
mode of attack was never suspected by the enemy, whose at- 
tention had been wholly directed to the fleet. The debarkation 
was completed before daylight, and the troops in a verygallant 
style made themselves masters of one of the heights. The ap- 
pearance of the British flag so unexpectedly on one of the 
peaks astonished the enemy, who found it necessary to concen- 
trate their land force. The English seeraes w«re busify em- 
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ployed in bringing some great guns on-shore, for the pui'posc 
of erecting a buttery to play upon ihe French squadron ; and' 
the troops continued to make themselves masters ot one post 
after another. These islands consist of lofty peaks, some of 
vhich are united by the flat ground, or by ridges ot inferior ele- 
vation s others are separated entirely by the sea. Ou the tops 
of all the principal peaks strong works are construcied. Ttie 
loftiest of the whole of them is called Mount Russell, from a 
British admiral of that name, who firKt contrived to get up gunit 
upon it. It seems to be almost inaccessible; at leaiit, there are' 
&v persons hardy enough to scale its summit. 

The French, in the mean time, were concentrating tlieif 
£brce within the citadel, aod another very strong fortress on an 
island commanding the lower entrance. 'I'heir commodore fore-- 
saw that he should hare to encounter shells and rockets from 
the heights occupied by the English during the night, and de< 
termined to ensure his safety by flight, which he accomplished 
about eight in the evening; in a manner very creditable to him. 
His movements were not discovered by the fleet, though we 
who were on shore could distinctly perceive them. It seemed 
strange, that an event which every one was in expectation of, 
should have been allowed to create confusion or surprise ; but 
so it happened. The French commodore passed close under the 
English admiral's stern, who went on the poop hin^self to hail 
bim as an English seventv-four; nor was the truth discfovered 
till a broadsiiie was poured into his stern, and a second fire 
took place, before our people had time to recovor from their 
surprise ; and, before the fleet could slip their cables, the 
French had got the start of them. Their squadron consisted of 
five ships, three of the line, and two frigates ; one of the line- 
of-battle ships was subsequently taken, with the two frigutes. ■ 
The other two escaped, and got safe into Cherbourg, where 
they remained blocked up till the end of the war. 

The squadron being gone, and the English troops having a 
firm footmg on the islands, the French garrison had only to con- 
uder whether they would be cannonaded out of their works, for' 
which preparations were making, or starved out, which they 
must soon haVe been, for want of water. 'I'hey determined to 
capitulate; and on the third day we were in possession of all 
the works, which, by previous orders, were immediately blown 
up. With a strbng garrison, well provisioned, they might 
bave held.out against a superior force for a considerable time. 
There are not many inhabitants in these islands; but their ha-' 
bitations are situated in such sequestered spots, that they looked 
like the retreats of hermits. There is one cofliea eMate hers 
which produces the nrtost esteemed article of that tind in tha 
'^^t Indies. Part of the produce was regularly sent to Fr.ince> 
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fbr tl)6 consumption of the family of Napoleon, as it formerly 
Was for the Bourbon family. 

I remained « month or six weeks in these islands, as the ex- 
pedition against Gosdaioupe was shortly to take place, and t 
was to go on that service. The troops had been collecting at 
Barbadoes, and in January ISIO arrived here, under the com- 
mand of Sir George Beckwith ; they only remained a few days^ 
to arrange matters, and determine on their mode of action. I 
need not enter here into any military details of this expedition ; 
^ey were given in the newspapers of the day, and are foreign 
to the objects of this work< 

Guadaloupe is the largest of all the Windward islands, and is 
divided into two parts by a small river called the Jiiviire saietf 
or salt river. The northern portion is called Grande-Terre, 
and on its eastern side is one of the largest towns in the West 
Indies, called Poim-a-Pitre. In a commercial point ofview« 
this seems to be of more, importance than any other French 
town in the colonies : it is situated upon a flat, and is unhealthy; 
it is however very populous, and iohabited by rich merchants.' 
The southern division of the island is called iBasse-Terre ; a 
chain of very lofty mountains run; through it from north to 
south. The capital, called by the same name, is a very large 
town, situated at the foot of this chain, on a narrow slip of 
land on the western side of the island ; it is a well-built town, 
and has a delightful promenade in the centre of it, under the 
•bade of lofty trees which meet at the top. On each side are 
benches, and a considerable number of respectable persons may 
idways be seen walking up and down ; and in the, evening about 
•unset it is sure to be crowded. There are more taverns and 
coffee-houses here than in any other town that I have visited, 
and they are more respectable than tliose of Barbadoes, not 
being kept by coloured people, nor being, as iu most of the 
English islands, brothels. They are frequented by the inhabit^ 
ants, who meet there for the purpose of rational conversationt 
and to learu news ; in fact, it is the only place in the West Indies 
where I saw any thing like an English or French coffee-house. 

- The town of Basse-Terre appears to be about two miles fa 
length; its breadth is not mucn,*^ the mountain rises rery 
abruptly behind it, and even seems to overhang it. The streets 
are rendered pleasant by the beautifully clear and cold water, 
which, descending from the mountains, is conducted through 
them in channels of about a foot in depth, running witha copi- 
.ous and rapid stream through every street. Some of the cross* 
streets are so steep, that tbey cannot be passed with a carriage. 
There are abundance of carriage-roads however constructetTto 
sommuoifiate with the country ; though, in such a mountainous 
dUtrict^'tfaey cannot be expected to be very good. A piofusion 
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of magnificent prospects will meet you at every step as you quit 
the town, in whaievcc direction it may be. - 
- But the object of the greatest interesk- here, is the Souffrier 
or volcano, which seeins to overhang the town, and forms tho 
highest point of the ridge. On approaching it, the smoke is 
seen to issue out of three or four differelit spots, and these at 
some distance from each other: nor is there any thing like a 
regular crater. 1 could not learn from enquiry that any erup- 
tion has taken place since the island has been in the possession 
of Europeans, I must confess I, had no opportunity of consult- 
ing any person of a philosophical turn ; and as for the bulk of 
the townspeople, liiey have as little heed about a volcano whicb 
threatens one day to bury them all in one common ruin, as if it 
were only a crow's nest hangiiig over tlieir heads. ■ 

There is an esteusive ravine descending from this mountain, ' 
which opens to the sea between the town of Basse-Terie and 
the southern point of the island ; through it, as through a fun- 
nel, the wind rushes with such impetuosity, as to endanger the 
safety of small vessels passing close in-shore, and great numbers 
have been upset by it. We had to encounter it in a frigate, at 
the distance of three miles from the shore, and felt it very seu- 
aibly. 

The commander-in-chief bad fixed upon me to convey to 
England about 000 of the prisoners of war, a majority of whom 
had been in the hospital, and 'could not he sent with the great 
body of prisoners immediately after the capture of the island. 
Two transports wert set apart for this purpose, and every thing 
provided for a supply of their wants: they were in general 
young conscripts, most of whoni had only arrived 4vith the last 
squadron, which brought out' above a thousaind men for the de- 
fence of the colonies, and whichthey succeeded in sending on- 
shore at Basse-Terre, before the arrival of the English fleet. 
These young men, or rather boys, had suffered greatly from 
dysentery, a distemper which they brought with them on- 
board. Truly dpplorable was the condition of these poor 
wretches, covered with vermin, reduced by disease, and im- 
posed upon by the older soldiers, who by some manoeuvre got 
possession of their clothing,' of which, as they did not feel tbe 
immediate want, so neither did they consider that they were 
undertaking a voyage into a colder climate. Many of these 
youths abandoned themselves (o despair, and made, no effort to 
struggle against their unhappy fate. The consequence was, 
that a number of them died in the hospital, and those who em- 
barked tor Europe as cured of their dysenteries, experienced 
almost immediately a return of the disease. I took sixty of the 
worst of them into the transport in which I had embarked, and 
-which h4d on-boi^rd 300 men and 19 officers. '1 hus crowded 
together, theis condkion,- with regard to health, was not likely 
fo improve. 
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■ It was June before we quitted Basse-Terre, nnd approaching 
to July before we took our Jast farewell of the West India 
islands. Inafewd^s we began to pereeive ourselves in tlie 
midst of that vast vortex which is known by the name of the 
Gulf Stream, and h thus formed. The current of the great 
ocean, under the equinoctial J iiie, sets in an unvaried course to 
the westward, and passing down between the main land of 
Bonth Amerita and the West India inlands, it» direction is 
changed by the form of this contiijent, and forced to the north- 
west. It then enters the Gutph of Mexico, where being hin- 
dered from flowing any farther lo the weslward, it sweeps 
round this immense gnlph, and turning its course to the norths 
east through the Gulph of Florida, flows again into the great 
Atlantic Ocean. Here it holds a northerly course, which be- 
comes more and more easterly as it advances, till it ceases to be 
any longer distinguishable near the Azores or Western islands. 
Its track is marked all Ihe way by immense quantities of sea- 
weed, which it brings with it from the coast ot Mexico, and 
which extends in long lines as far as the eye can reach, looking 
like banks above the surface of the water. This curi-ent is of 
the greatest service to ships homeward-boniid, as il runs in the 
direction they want to go. 

In the latitude of about forty-four or forty-five degrees, the 
Kir all at once began to be extremely cold, which increased so 
rapidly tipon us, that the seamen began to look out for an ice 
island. The next day this cold increased still more, and on the 
succeeding day we learned that two of the stcrnmost ships of 
the convoy had run upon a large mass of ice, and could- not be 
got oif. - So material was the damage they sustained, that they 
Vere abandoned by their crews, who were taken off by a ship 
that narrowly escaped the same fate. The cold occasioned by 
these masses of ice was felt for more than a fortnight, and proved 
fatal to fifteen of the prisoners, all except one (an offic'er) young 
conscripts under eighteen years of age. 

The case of one of them was peculiarly distressing. This 
poor boy had been robbed by his messmates, old soldiers, of 
every article of clothing and bedding, who moreover bad con- 
cealed his illness. This perhaps would never.have been known, 
"had 1 not accidentally discovered a naked boy reduced to a ske- 
leton lying in one of the births, and whicli I at first took for a 
dead. body. On examining iiowever into the circumstances, I 
found a poor wretch, alive indeed, but who could tiot possibly 
survive many days, lying stark naked in the mmst ol his own 
■filth, without bed or covering, in the last stage of dysentery. 
To appeal til the humanity ot his messmates, who had robbed 
him (rf' every thing, would be uiiavailing. 1 appealed, to the 
-French officers of his own regiment, but they were afraid to at- 
tempt to ex^rt any authority. I could not prevail on one of 
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the pruoaers-to attend .apan)iTS)> eren for a retrar^* I weX tlie 
example t}o\vever to the French offijcers, by bringing out from: 
my cbe«t a feir articles of clothing, whifiji was attended with 
success, and the poor wretch was again covered. I offered hia 
messmates an additional alloi^'aricB of grog to attend upon hitn^ 
but they, refused it. Nest day I-stopped their grt^ altogether, 
and oflered it to any four men in the sliip who would undertake 
to attend b^ rotation. This had the desired effect; four men 
offered tbeaiselves, and during the day acquitted themselvee 
very well of tbeir duty, for I had a constant eye upon them, 
Jn the night, however, I cannot answer for their conduct ; ia% ■ 
in the inoining the man was missing, and was never heard o)F 
more. From the sentries on deck I iearned, that, a5out one 
.o'clock in the morning, three or four men had brought up a 
sick man perfectly naked, and carried him into the head to the 
common privy ; that the men returned one at a time, butthat 
several had gone aud returned } that they did not notice whether 
tliey had taken the naked man down or not. One of the sentries 
on the gangway affirmed, that he heard something splash into 
(tic water, and immediately after saw something aloDgside, but 
Could not distinguish what it wasj the ship was going so fast 
through tbe water ; that he called to the sentries on the fore- 
jcaktle, who enquired of the prisoners in the head what it was ; 
Jhey answered, that they had let fall a bucket which they were 
emptying; and their persons could not be identified. I hav9 
no doubt that this young man's messmates were guilty of the 
atrocious ciime of throwing their sick comrade oyerhoard. X. 
afterwards gave in their names, with all the particulars of thiy 
afiair, to the officer to whom I delivered up my charge. 

Jt was the middle of July when we arrived at Plvmoutb, in 
a deplorably unhealthy, state, where we were compelled toboist 
the quarantine- Hag by the ofRcers of bealtji- 1 shall never for> 
get the impression the si|;ht of my native country made upon 
ta&i after havin? been so long accustomed to tlie luxuriant landr 
scapes of the West Indies. The beautiful seat of Mount Edge- 
cumbe, under which we were anchored, appeared a wilderness; 
and the French officers, who had been born i^nd brought up iit 
the West Indies, expresiwd a degree of astqntshment and disap. 
.pointment at the meagre appearance of the country. We were 
afterwards ordered to Portsmouth, where we ultimately deli- 
vered up our prisoners to the depot at Porchester Castle. 

I could not help feeling impressions similar to the French 
officers, at the same effect produced by the scenery all the way 
from Portsmouth to Loi)don ; hut this disappointment was 
amply compensated by the animated faces, the intelligent as- 
pect of the inhabitants, especially of the females, which formed 
so brilliant a contrast with the black ^nd yellow visages I bad 
Ijeeniiolgng in the habit of coatemplating. 
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